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St Margaret’s Worship 
 
The restrictions due to the pandemic continue until further notice, Places of 
Worship can be used for services carefully following all the government 
rules, including; social distancing, wearing face coverings, hand hygiene etc. 
At St Margaret’s we continue to offer a service of Holy Communion in church 
at 10am each Sunday.   
 
There is a short service of Morning Prayer every Tuesday at 9.30am; this is 
held by telephone conference call.  A service of Evening Prayer is held on 
Wednesdays in church at 5pm. 
 
Our Good Morning news sheet, readings and other resource material and 
information are shared by email every Saturday.  
 
If you wish to join our mailing list or the Tuesday Morning Prayer please 
contact me (email: vicarleiston@gmail.com or telephone: 01728 830421). 
Richard Finch 

CONTACT US 
 

Priest in Charge: Reverend Richard Finch: T.830421 

The Vicarage, Church Road, Leiston  E.vicarleiston@gmail.com 

Associate Priest:  Reverend Morag Finch 
Reader: Mr Bernard Smith: 3 Daneway Gardens, Leiston   T.830105 

Lay Elders:  

Mrs Pat Carter, 42 Haylings Road, Leiston   T.831852 

Mrs Sandra Harle: 4 Lime Tree Avenue, Leiston T. 833578 

Church Wardens: 

Mrs Pat Carter: 42 Haylings Road, Leiston   T.831852  

  One Vacancy 

PCC Treasurer: Mrs Sandra Harle: 4 Lime Tree Avenue, Leiston T. 833578 

PCC Secretary: Mrs Emma Jameson, 4 Woodlands, Leiston   T.832166 

‘JAM’ (Jesus & Me) Sunday School Leader: Mrs Sandra Ellis  T.832168 

Organist & Choir Master: Mr Matthew Merrett 

Deanery Synod Representatives:  

Vaughan Windle, 21 Eastward Ho T. 833988 

One Vacancy 

Resident Retired Priest:  

Reverend Richard Ellis: 9 Kings Road, Leiston T.832168 

Website Editor: Mrs Maureen Fox T.830929 

Magazine Editor: Mrs Pat Carter  T.831852   Email: pm42carter@gmail.com 

mailto:vicarleiston@gmail.com
mailto:E.vicarleiston@gmail.com
mailto:pm42carter@gmail.com
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What next …? 
 
I write this letter in the middle of December, when a new Covid virus variant is 
spreading fast throughout the population. What the effect will be on our lives and 
what the situation will be like in January – we shall find out. We have lived with 
Covid through a whole year and we know that we live with uncertainty.  
 
Living with uncertainty is a fact that we all live with throughout our lives, we cannot 
predict what will definitely happen but at the moment the Covid uncertainty affects 
all our lives. What will life be like in 2022? I don’t know, so I look to the ways that 
we live our lives and what is important. 
 
A short passage written by the apostle Paul to the Philippians may help. Paul often 
wrote his letters whilst in prison or house arrest and yet they are full of hope, 
encouragement and instruction. 
 
“Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be known 
to everyone. The Lord is near. Do not worry about anything, but in everything by 
prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to 
God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your 
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.” (Paul’s letter to the Philippians, chapter 4, 
verses 4 to 7). 
 
Paul starts with rejoicing and giving thanks. Giving thanks helps us to focus on what 
is good in our lives, even if we are going through difficult times. We are advised to 
live lives of gentleness, giving care and attention to ourselves and others. When we 
all live lives of gentleness then much which can give rise to stress will never occur. 
God is close to us. Even when we feel alone Paul reassures that God is close and, in 
that closeness, not to worry. Worry and stress can be debilitating, stopping us from 
doing everyday tasks. Speak out your prayer requests, do not bottle up inside but 
tell God your thoughts, needs and the needs of others. We don’t know what may 
happen, it is beyond our understanding, but somehow there will be good. In that 
knowledge we can find peace. 
 
My prayer for the New Year is that, whatever our circumstance, we may find peace 
in our daily lives. 
 
God bless you and keep you. 
From Richard                                                                                            

    Rev Richard Finch 
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OUR FRIEND HILDA 
 

Hilda Woodhead after many, many years in Leiston is moving to a new home 
in Southwold.  Since I have been editor of this magazine she has sent me 
several pieces of interest to be included.  Hilda has been a member of St 
Margaret’s for so many years.  She has been a PCC member, 
Churchwarden, member of the Worship group under David Lowe’s 
leadership, organised the flower rota, run the Friends of St Margaret’s, and of 
course for many years was organist at the church playing for Sunday 
services and funerals.  She was the instigator of our church starting to play 
carpet bowls. There were not many tasks that Hilda did not undertake herself 
– or at least she knew someone else who could!  At summer fetes in the old 
Vicarage garden not many people dared to go past the three ladies at the 
raffle table without buying some tickets – there sat Joan Fowler, Frances 
Adams and Hilda – a formidable combination, all wonderful servants of our 
church. 

 
Recently Hilda sent me a letter dated 1st September 1983 from St Petroc (the 
then home of Charles Wilson, the local bank manager and one of the 
churchwardens at St Margaret’s Church).  The letter said  
 
“Dear Mrs. Woodhead 
I cannot find the words to thank you adequately for the remarkable Reception you 
put on for us last night.  I cannot remember ever attending a more successful and 
enjoyable function.  I know you had a band of helpers, but you organised a 
wonderful show.  Very many thanks from Richard Rope and myself. 
Yours 
Charles Wilson”. 

 
Looking back through the records, this would have been the reception 
following the installation of the Revd Ivan Mann as Vicar of St Margaret’s.  In 
the covering letter which Hilda sent with Mr Wilson’s she gives an idea of the 
things she organised for that very event. 
 
It was held in the Church Hall, three long trestle tables the length of the Hall 
with chairs all round.  Every chair was taken.  A whole ham from Challis 
Butchers (now Nicholls), baked potatoes cooking in the oven, salads, 
beetroot, pickles etc were there.  Bread rolls and butter, napkins, cheese and 
small posies of flowers down the centre of the table, After Eights mints, 
cakes, everything you could possibly think of.  Plus wonderful desserts made 
by the helpers. 
 
Hilda, we wish you peace and happiness in your new home. 
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MAGAZINE SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR 2022 

 Many thanks to everyone who bought the Parish Magazine during 2021; we 

are most grateful for your support of St. Margaret's and its outreach work 

both in our local community and further afield. 

If you would like to continue subscribing to the St. Margaret's Church 

Magazine, we are now collecting this year's subscriptions by means of a 

payment envelope supplied with this magazine. Please enclose your £15 

annual subscription in the envelope provided and then return it either to 

the person who delivers your magazine or directly to Sandra Harle, church 

treasurer, at 4 Lime Tree Avenue. Cash or cheques are both welcome but 

cheques must be made payable to 'Leiston PCC'. 

 To help our editor, Pat Carter, with the task of producing another year of 

informative and interesting magazines, please submit articles, photos, etc., 

to her as soon as possible each month but at the latest by the 18th. This can 

be either by hand to 42 Haylings Road or by email at 

pm42carter@gmail.com 

And, finally, a big ‘Thank You’ to everyone who helps to distribute the 

magazine throughout the town each month. If you know of anyone who 

would like to have the magazine delivered, please let me know and we can 

add them to one of our delivery rounds.  

Sandra Harle 

**************************************** 
CHRISTMAS HAMPER RAFFLE 

 

On Friday 10
th
 December, with the kind permission of East of England Co-operative 

Society, a raffle was held in their Leiston store.  Goods for the hamper had been 
donated by members of St Margaret’s church and Sandra Harle made them up into 
three very attractive hampers.  There was also a snow bear looking for a new home.  
The raffle raised £176 30. The hampers were won by David Morsley, Margaret and 
Bill Clark and Jenny Peck.  The snow bear’s new home is with Jean and Brian 
Smith.  Thank you to all those who supported this venture by donating items, selling 
and buying tickets. 

Pat Carter 

 

mailto:pm42carter@gmail.com
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JANUARY 
 
The start of a New Year – where has the last one gone?  Time passes 
by so quickly.  As I write this we are heading up to Christmas Day so 
hopefully you have had a lovely time with family and friends.  At least 
we weren’t limited by numbers this year, and in spite of all the doom 
and gloom lots of houses were so nicely lit up and decorated.  I always 
remember as a child how bare the rooms looked after taking the 
decorations down, everywhere looked empty and we were back to one 
room after having a fire in the front room and sitting in comfortable 
chairs over Christmas.  The rest of the year the front room was not 
used but kept so nice. 
 
Another thing was to get the chimneys 
swept.  I was sent round to the local 
chimney sweep, he was a Mr Marjoram 
who lived in the cottages in Paradise 
Place.  I think he had a bike and had the 
brushes tied across with buckets hanging 
from the handlebars.  The room would be 
covered up with a separate big cover 
over the fireplace which had a hole for 
the brushes.  It was quite exciting as the 
children would gather in the street to see 
the brush come out of the chimney, then 
they all cheered.  It was a regular thing as we all had open fires at that 
time.  They were such normal times.  Nothing seems the same to me 
anymore, so much sadness in the world.  But we hope and pray things 
will get better and friends and family with illnesses are given the 
strength to cope. 
 
I look back and think “Yes, it has been a rough year, but also some 
lovely times with family and friends, such precious times.” 
 
Happy New Year to you all! 
 
MARGARET CLARK 
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HERB, FRUIT OR VEGETABLE? 
 

(All the answers are the names of herbs, fruits or vegetables) 
 

1 Two of a kind ....................................................................................... 
 
2 Found in History lessons ..................................................................... 
 
3 They bring tears to the eyes ............................................................... 
 
4 Blues and yellows make  .................................................................... 
 
5 They have eyes but cannot see .......................................................... 
 
6 The answer is ? ................................................................................... 
 
7 What the plumber repairs .................................................................... 
 
8 Wise ..................................................................................................... 
 
9 Short figures......................................................................................... 
 
10 Dangerous to swimmers....................................................................... 
 
11 Companion to bolts ............................................................................. 
 
12 A pinch from father............................................................................... 
 
13 Past, present and future ......................................................................  
 
14 Sounds the depths............................................................................... 
 
15 Where money is coined.......................................................................... 
 
16 Shall we?............................................................................................... 
                                                                                                 
17 Gold weight .....................................................................................................  
 
18 Eat all.............................................................................................................. 
 
19 Cold yet hot ....................................................................................................  
 
20 A pithy affair ...................................................................................................  

 
 

 



 

10 
 

 
 

PLEASE NOTE Andrew Hawes no longer uses Mobile number 07521476294 

                                
COMPUTER TRAINING / HELP 

One to One Training 
 ️Basic Computer Training 
 ️Word/Excel/PowerPoint 

 ️Internet / Email 
 ️Troubleshooting 

Down to earth approach 
Don’t be misinformed by 
Technical gobbledegook 

 
Phone Tony on 01728 648 548 or 
Email:  tony.ketley@yahoo.co.uk 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 
                             Sarah Shingfield Foot Health Practitioner MCFHP MAFHP 
                                                Offering Clinic visits or Home visits 
                                                      

 
 

 

CARLTON FOOTCARE 
Sarah Shingfield Foot Health Practitioner MCFHP MAFHP 

Offering Clinic visits or Home visits 
Call Sarah on 07725215856 

 
Has own clinic in Carlton, Saxmundham or happy to visit in client’s home 

Fully insured, DBS checked and registered member of 
British Association of Foot Health Professionals 

 

mailto:tony.ketley@yahoo.co.uk
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ST MARGARET’S CHURCH TOWER 
LIGHTS UP 

 

During December the lighting of the 
Church Tower was sponsored on  
 
Saturday 4th December 
 
Remembering my dear husband Sperry 
on his birthday. 
Love from Eileen.  
 
Sunday 19th December  
 
Remembering our dear mum, Daphne 

Roper, who left us a year ago today. 
Love from Erik, Liz, John, Louisa, Terri, Caroline, Jack, Philip and 
Sue. 
 
 
If you would like to mark a special occasion by sponsoring the lighting of the 
Church Tower for a donation of £5 per day, please write the details in the 
diary provided in church, then place the completed payment envelope in the 
wall safe.   Many thanks. 
 
 
*If you would like to arrange to light the tower during the lockdown period, please 

contact Sandra direct (contact details page 2) 
 
 
 

Service of Celebration and Thanksgiving/Funeral 
 
30 November 2021 Paul David Thurston 
15 December 2021         Irene Joan King 
21 December 2021  David Alan Osborne 
 

 
Pondering Prayer will return next month 
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Extract from my Journal 

For most of November I had the good fortune to be ‘taking’ a cruise on the 
Mediterranean.  Twenty-four days of absolute luxury being waited on by attentive 
stewards.  It was impossible to sit down without someone being on my shoulder 
with the words “What may I get you, Sir?” 
 
The Spirit of Discovery sailed from Southampton and the cruise began.  The first 
stop was Malaga and then we travelled to Malta, Crete and the islands of Greece.  
We docked briefly in Athens.  The route took us as far as Istanbul passing through 
the ‘Dardenelles’ en route. 
 
I kept a daily journal along the way.  Here is a brief extract from some way into the 
cruise. 
 
“Tuesday 9th November 2021 Day 12 
08:09 
 
We have woken in the straits of the Sea of Marmara.  The Aegean with all its Greek 
islands is behind us. 
It is misty and very cool, almost cold. 
 
09:35 
Something about the experience of cruising! 
I’ve just booked to eat in a speciality restaurant; East to West a Thai specialty.  
People must book ahead or get up very early.  Booking starts at 09:30.  I just got in 
on the last ‘Sharing’ table for 19:30 
I am now in the peace of my cabin.  We have just passed under a new suspension 
bridge that still seems to be under construction.  As far as I can make out from the 
maps it joins the two sides of turkey across the straits.  We are due to reach 
Istanbul at about 19:00. 
Constantinople is a very long word.  How do you spell it? 
“It” is the answer.  An old riddle from my primary school days. 
The mist is beginning to lift.  The captain has not made any announcements yet. 
Istanbul sits on a narrow ‘land bridge’ at the far end of the Sea of Marmara in the 
north of Turkey. 
We are cruising along slowly and sedately. With the doors closed I can hear nothing 
of the outside world.  There is no sensation of movement. 
There is plenty to do on the ship each day; lectures, activities such as shuffle board 
and art classes, together with evening entertainments in the playhouse theatre. 
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There are a number of guests who I run into on 
the boat from time to time.  We engage in 
pleasant conversation or play a game. 
I try fit to in at least a mile of brisk walking on the 
upper promenade deck each day. (6.7 laps) 
I have been choosing to sit at a ‘sharing’ table for 
my meals just using the main dining room.  I shall 
try something different tonight. 
It would seem that a lot of the guests are well 
travelled.  I am a ‘virgin’ with regards SAGA 
cruises.  A lot of my fellow passengers are into 
double figure and if they have not seen the world 
through cruising they have done it also through 
living and working abroad.  I feel I have led a very 

sheltered life being the one who stayed behind to keep England going. 
 
I realise, talking to the other passengers, what it is to be English.  We are all jokers!  
We have a certain wit which is often reduced to sarcasm that gets us through the 
day.  This mixed with a modicum of modesty and boasting.  I am as guilty of this as 
the next man. 
An example!  On the way back from Delos, the seats on our tour boat were wet.  A 
gentleman was sitting at the end of one of the benches.  As I approached I said to 
him. “Sir, If you would stand up and move along I could sit on your dry seat!”  My 
witticism was much appreciated by the crowd.  But that does seem to ‘sum up’ us 
‘Brits’.  The knowledge that our humour and insouciance will get us out of any 
predicament.  I believe we do feel superior to anyone ‘foreign’.   Mistakenly without 
a doubt but there is nothing like self confidence.  We seem to have it in spades. 
So here we are on our serene passage through the Sea of Marmara.  We sail on 
ready for new experiences. 
 
13:07 
Ship life!  This is very gentile.  My cabin steward, Chrisanto, from the Philippines, as 
is most of the crew, is delightful.  They all adopt European names for convenience.  
I have a couple of words of Philippines;  Good Morning –“ Magandang umaga” and  
Thank You “ Salamat”.  The least I can do and of course some Greek, Kalimera and 
Efcharisto.  I shall try to find some Turkish shortly. 
Sea days like today are terrific.  Nothing to do except relax.  A leisurely breakfast…. 
The other guests?  I have already said something about them.  They are all very 
pleasant with that English confidence.  Captains of industry and professionals who 
have “paid the man” all their working lives and are now enjoying a well heeled 
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retirement.  Most are veterans of several cruises.  I chat to many, have a good 
conversation and then forget their names, not deliberately but there are just so 
many to remember.  The stewards cannot do enough for us.  They are very 
attentive.  The cabin is made up while I breakfast and the bed is ‘turned down’ 
during dinner.  This is certainly an experience I am enjoying. 
 
VAUGHAN WINDLE 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 UPDATE ON THE RBL POPPY APPEAL 
 

Further donations have been received and the sum raised is now £5,450 84 
which included the wonderful sum of £482 raised at a Coffee Morning at 
Sizewell Sports & Social Club on 26th November. 
 
Pat Carter, Poppy Appeal Organiser, Leiston and Sizewell 
 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

THE LADIES GROUP ATTEMPTS TO CROCHET 
 

After seeing the lovely crocheted tops, cardigans and coats that Karen and 
Phoebe wore at church and at the Craft Fair we decided to ask if members of 
the Ladies Group could possibly have some lessons to help us to learn to 
crochet.  We gathered at St Margaret’s on Monday 22nd November to have 
some instruction. 
 

 

Karen and Phoebe brought wool and crochet hooks for us to use for our 
practice.  We all had a go; our instructors showed infinite patience and there 
were varying levels of success.  It was lovely for us all to get together and 
enjoy each other’s company. 
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ST. MARGARET’S CHURCH 

Dear Friends 

January’s magazine continues to focus on monthly prayer time, with the St Margaret’s 

Church family group for this month as shown below. There are three family groups with 

each one appearing in the magazine every three months. However, you remain in our 

thoughts and prayers always. 
 

If you would like to be included in our family monthly prayers, or have any queries please 

email stmargaretsleiston@gmail.com.  If you feel you would prefer to be remembered in a 

particular month then please let us know.  Also, if you have a specific need for additional 

prayer time then please let us know and we will add you to our ‘special prayers’ section. 
  

In our Church Family Prayers 
 

Richard & Sandra Ellis 
Kevin, Jess, Oliver& Matilda Ellis 
Christopher, Anna, Ada & Stanley Ellis 
Michael, Anika, Darcey & Jack Ellis 
James & Olivia Ellis 
Chris & Elspeth Gonin 
Basil & Jean Jenkyns 
Jill Mower 
Sue Watt 
June Geater  
Sue Geater 
Ron & Diana Geater 
Sandra, Philip, Ellie & Laura Harle 
Emily, Rob & Joel Oxborrow 
Terri Roper 
Graham, Sylvia, Linda & Susan Hawes  

  

Mary, Simon, Archie & Edward Reading 
Maurice Allchin 
Charlmaine, Lee, Luke & Liam Wright 
Olive Wilson 
Vaughan Windle 
Liz Mills 
Colin & Penny Tipple 
Tom & Nona Wadsell-Campbell 
Stephen & Claire Miles 
Eileen Griffiths 
David & Lynn Bailey 
Kirsty, Shane, Ceylon, AJ & Logan Stone 
Kathryn, Grace & Eve Phillips-Last 
Ann Woods 
Pam Bloomfield 

 

ANSWERS TO LAST MONTH’S QUIZ 
 
1  Silent Night      2 Joy to the World      3 Santa Claus is Coming to Town    4 Deck 
the Hall with Boughs of Holly     5 The First Nowell       6 O Little Town of Bethlehem      
7 We Three Kings     8 It Came Upon a Midnight Clear    9 Hark the Herald Angels 
Sing    10 Little Drummer Boy    11 Partridge in a pear Tree      12  Rudolph the Red-
nosed Reindeer    13 Frosty the Snowman       14   It’s Beginning to Look a Lot Like 
Christmas     15  Jingle Bells      16  I Saw Mummy Kissing Santa Claus 
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St. Margaret of Antioch 

Parish Church of Leiston-cum-Sizewell  

Church Road, Leiston, Suffolk IP16 4HG  

 

NOTICE: Items for February’s magazine 

Please note that all articles, adverts etc. will need to be submitted to Pat 

Carter by 18 January for inclusion in the February Magazine.  Thank you. 

Email:pm42carter@gmail.com 

The Parish Magazine is available from St Margaret’s Church.  Delivery can be 

arranged. 

 

Keep up to date with all Church Events  

By visiting our own website 

www.stmargaretschurchleiston.onesuffolk.net 

 

How  to Find Us 

    

http://www.stmargaretschurchleiston.onesuffolk.net/

