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The Transfiguration of our Lord Jesus Christ 
Remembered throughout the world on the 6th August
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Contact Us
Priest in Charge:   Reverend Martin Phillips-Last:

The Vicarage, Church Rd.     T. 561149     E. rev.phillips-last@sky.com   

Assistant Priest:   Reverend Richard Ellis:     9 King’s Rd.    T. 832168    

Reader:   Mr Bernard Smith:    3 Daneway Gardens.   T. 830105   

Church Warden:   Mrs Shirley Newman:    3 Red House Lane.   T. 832446   
Church Warden:   Mrs Pat Carter:    42 Haylings Road.   T. 831852            

PCC Treasurer:   Mrs Sandra Harle:    4 Lime Tree Avenue.  T. 833578 

PCC Secretary:   Mrs Pat Carter:    42 Haylings Road.   T. 831852 

Sunday School:   Mrs Kathryn Phillips-Last:    T. 

Director of Music:   Mr Jonathan. S. Williams:     T. 603936 

Website & Magazine Editor:   Mrs Kathryn Williams:
T. 603936     E. stmargaretsleiston@gmail.com              

Deanery Synod Representative:   Miss Rosemary Gale:     7 High Green.   T. 832105
Deanery Synod Representative:   Mrs Shirley Newman:    3 Red House Lane.   T. 832446 

561149
Sunday School:   Mrs Sandra Ellis:    T. 832168 

Church Services

An all-age Informal Service for the whole Family. 
Praising the Lord through Drama, Readings & Music 

First Sunday of the Month

 10.30 Family Praise & Worship Service

 9.00 Holy Communion Service
A Traditional Service using Common Worship

Fourth Sunday of the Month
10.00 Parish Sung Eucharist Service   & ‘JAM’ (Jesus & Me) Sunday School

6.30 Community Healing Service
Listen to the healing word of God through Prayer

Please note: No Service in August

Wednesday mid-week Holy Communion
10.00 Holy Communion Service
Please note: No Services in August

Second & Fifth Sunday of the Month
10.00 Parish Sung Eucharist Service & ‘JAM’ (Jesus & Me) Sunday School

Third Sunday of the Month
10.00 ‘Welcome to the Table’ Family Communion

 A simple Family Communion Service 
where all are welcome to the table
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The Reverend’s Ramblings
The transforming power of God's love

Martin
The Reverend Martin Phillips-Last

Two monks were discussing the life to come. One insisted that it 
would be just like this life; the other said that it would be unlike this 
life. Finally they agreed that whichever died first should communicate 
with the one left living. 
In the course of time one died and, true to his pledge, visited his 
brother monk in a dream with this message: 'not as you thought nor 
as I thought, but altogether totally different.' I've often been asked 

the very same question asked by the monks, 'what is heaven like?'  
I once asked a Rabbi friend of mine if there is a heaven? 'I don't know,' he answered. I 
then asked, 'but if there is, what kind of place would it be?' 'I do not know,' he replied. 
He then added, ‘perhaps you are asking the wrong questions. You ask me if I know, 
which I do not, but if you ask me what I believe, that would be a different matter. Begin 
from where you are, not from where you think you should be, and don't worry about 
what is beyond your understanding.'
So, unlike the monks, I do not know what the life to come will be like. I often wonder, as 
others do, whenever I read the passages about apostles Peter, James and John's day 
out with Jesus up what would become known as the mount of transfiguration, 
whether they were actually treated to a glimpse into heaven. But then I can't help but 
think that maybe it wasn't a glimpse of heaven that Jesus intended them to see, 
instead a glimpse of the heavenly glory of God his Father in Jesus. For the apostles, 
Jesus transfiguration was not a glimpse into some far off and distant heavenly realm. 
Instead it was a glimpse into the present and close up heaven; God the Father's 
presence on earth and the glory of his new heavenly Kingdom on earth. It was from 
that point that the apostles were blessed with the opportunity of sharing their 
mountain top experience with those who lived in the valleys of society. Their 
opportunity to share with the world around them, the transforming glory of God's 
Kingdom on earth.
Today that opportunity is given to us; to reveal the transforming glory of God to the 
world. It’s a time to bring the Glory of God's love, grace and mercy from the mount of 
transfiguration to the valleys of our own societies. How? By sharing the love that God 
has shown us, with those around us.
What will heaven be like; I have no idea, but wherever the ‘transform’ power of love 
continues to transform, there is the glory of heaven. Knowing about heaven is beyond 
my grasp. Understanding the importance of love is where I am, so that's where I will 
begin and end.

Happy and blessed adventures,
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St. Margaret’s Church Tower Lights Up

Image for illustration purposes only - Image not St. Margaret’s Leiston

During July the lighting of the St. Margaret’s Church Tower 
was sponsored on: 

If you would like to mark your own special occasion by sponsoring the lighting of
St Margaret's Church Tower for a donation of £5 and see the details of your 

special occasion appear in the Church Magazine please contact Sandra Harle.

If you would like to mark your own special occasion by sponsoring the lighting of
St Margaret's Church Tower for a donation of £5 and see the details of your 

special occasion appear in the Church Magazine please contact Sandra Harle.

3rd July 
Celebrating Richard Slaughter’s birthday

7th July
In loving memory of Paul Newman

10th, 11th & 12th July
Celebrating Lynne & David Bailey’s Golden Wedding Anniversary

18th, 19th & 20th July
In loving memory of Ernest Roper

19th July
Remembering Mervyn Gonin, especially on his birthday

5th July 
Happy Birthday Brenda Byrd - Texas, USA

6th July 
To celebrate the commissioning of Gail & Stephen Southgate

as lay Elders at St. Andrews Church, Aldringham

20th July 
To celebrate Hilary Slaughter’s birthday



 

 

 

'Bow down and worship God for truly, God 
is here among you.' (1 Corinthians 25). 

Paul's words to the Corinthians highlight 
how wonderful it truly is to worship God, 
because it is in the very centre of our 
worship, that God is present. 

Sponsor A Chorister!

As a great encouragement and continued blessing to our worship 
here at St Margaret's Church, the Lord has been encouraging new 
voices to join the St Margaret's Church Choir, each voice adding a new 
dimension to the already inspiring worship that is at the very centre of 
our community.
To help encourage new members in the choir and in their part of 
leading us into worship and so into the presence of God, we have 
begun a new campaign entitled 'Sponsor a Chorister'. We would 
therefore like to invite you, if you are able, to make a donation of any 
size so that we can buy new robes, worship books and so on for new 
members of our choir. If you would like to make a donation please see 
Sandra Harle, our Church Treasurer.

For more information, please speak to
Jonathan Williams, our Organist & Choirmaster.

We thank you in advance for any 
help that you are able to offer.
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The annual ‘Church Sponsored Cycle Ride’ will be taking place again this year on 
Saturday 12th September, involving many cyclists travelling around the local area 
visiting different churches along their way to raise funds for the Church. 
As tradition, St. Margaret’s Church will be opening its doors again this year on the 
day, to help welcome the cyclists and any visitors. We are therefore looking for 
volunteers who can help on the day to sit in the church and both welcome any 
visitors & sign in the cyclists. If you can offer any help please contact Simon 
Merrett on 01728 832259 for further information. 

Church Sponsored Cycle Ride - 12th Sept

Alternatively, 

sponsorship forms are also available. These can 
be obtained  from Simon Merrett on 01728 
832259, or alternatively there will be some 
available from St. Margaret’s Church. 

if you fancy taking to the saddle 
and doing the sponsored cycle ride yourself, 

Simon Merrett 

Volunteer Request

Living Each Day
Lord you allow us to influence

All whom we meet each day
Our outlook and our actions

Are judged by what we do and say.

If we are arrogant in speech and deed
And ignore the plight of those in need,
Then we are guilty of bad behaviour,

Uncharitable, unchristian, betraying our Saviour.

Lord help us to listen with an open mind,
To be loving, forgiving, gentle and kind

May we be mindful of the needs of others
Remembering that we are Christ’s sisters and brothers.

By M. Andrews
Sent in by Hilda Woodhead

Lord you allow us to influence
All whom we meet each day
Our outlook and our actions

Are judged by what we do and say.

If we are arrogant in speech and deed
And ignore the plight of those in need,
Then we are guilty of bad behaviour,

Uncharitable, unchristian, betraying our Saviour.

Lord help us to listen with an open mind,
To be loving, forgiving, gentle and kind

May we be mindful of the needs of others
Remembering that we are Christ’s sisters and brothers.

Lord you allow us to influence
All whom we meet each day
Our outlook and our actions

Are judged by what we do and say.

If we are arrogant in speech and deed
And ignore the plight of those in need,
Then we are guilty of bad behaviour,

Uncharitable, unchristian, betraying our Saviour.

Lord help us to listen with an open mind,
To be loving, forgiving, gentle and kind

May we be mindful of the needs of others
Remembering that we are Christ’s sisters and brothers.
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A History of Hymns - ‘Just as I am’
1. Just as I am, without one plea, 
but that thy blood was shed for me, 
and that thou bidst me come to thee, 
O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

2. Just as I am, and waiting not 
to rid my soul of one dark blot, 
to thee whose blood can cleanse each spot, 
O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

3. Just as I am, though tossed about 
with many a conflict, many a doubt, 
fightings and fears within, without, 
O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

4. Just as I am, poor, wretched, blind; 
sight, riches, healing of the mind, 
yea, all I need in thee to find, 
O Lamb of God, I come, I come.

5. Just as I am, thou wilt receive, 
wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve; 
because thy promise I believe, 
O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

6. Just as I am, thy love unknown 
hath broken every barrier down; 
now, to be thine, yea thine alone, 
O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

Words: Charlotte Elliott, 1789-1871         Music: William B. Bradbury, 1816-1868 

The hymn “Just as I am” must be one of the most famous in the world. It has been sung by 
tens of millions of Christians at Billy Graham Crusades the world over, just for starters! Yet 
it was not written by a professional who was “aiming” at a specific market, as many songs 
seem to be written today. Instead, it was written by an artist in Victorian times, in 1835.
Her name was Charlotte Elliot, and she was born in Clapham in 1789. She grew up in a well 
to do home, and was a portrait artist and also a writer of humorous verse. 
All was well until Charlotte fell ill in her early 30's and slid into a black depression. A 
minister, Dr Caesar Malan of Switzerland, came to visit her. Instead of sympathising, he 
asked her an unexpected question: did she have peace with God? Charlotte deeply resented 
the question and told him to mind his own business. But after he left, his question haunted 
her. Did she have peace with God? She knew that she did not, that she had done some very 
wrong things. So she invited Dr Malan to return. She told him that she would like to 
become a Christian, but would have to sort out her life first. Dr Malan again said the 
unexpected. “Come just as you are”. The words were a revelation to Charlotte. She had 
assumed that she would have to put her life in order before she could hope to be accepted 
by God. Instead, she realised that Jesus wanted her just as she was – and he would take 
care of the sin. Charlotte became a Christian that day. 14 years later, in 1835, Charlotte 
wrote some verses that summed up how it had been between her and Jesus that day. 

Charlotte could not have dreamed that 150 years into the future, her verses would be sung 
by millions of people all over the world. By some, as a call to the alter at the close of a 
service; bringing with it a quiet simple message of sin, forgiveness and salvation to all that 
turn from sin to Christ. Or by others, as a respond to the Gospel at many Christian rallies, 
including the famous Billy Graham crusades; making their way forward to do as the hymn 
describes – come to Jesus Christ, despite sin and fear and doubts, to come “just as I am”. 

Just as I am, without one plea,
But that thy blood was shed for me,
And that thou bids’t me come to Thee
O lamb of God, I come! I come!

Just as I am, tho tossed about
With many a conflict, many a doubt
Fightings within, and fears without,
O Lamb of God, I come! I come!
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Cooking with the Bible

Ingredients:

170g / 6oz Plain flour 

1 teaspoon dried lavender buds, ground with a 
pestle and mortar 

1 teaspoon finely shredded lemon peel 

1/4 teaspoon salt 

170g / 6oz butter, softened 

170g / 6oz fine sugar 

Lemon-Lavender Cookies in Honour of St. Mary 
Optional Icing decoration:

56g / 2oz butter, softened 

140g / 5oz Icing sugar 

1 tablespoon milk 

Dried lavender buds 

Thin strips of lemon peel

The Legend of Lavender: After Jesus’ mother, Mary, had washed his clothes and was looking 
for a place to hang them to dry, she came across a grey bush of lavender. So on its branches 
she spread the snow-white baby clothes to dry. The sun and the wind dried the clothes 
beautifully, and when Mary came to gather them, the clothes smelled sweet and clean and 
the bushes were fragrant with a sweet scent that lavender now has. It is said that the 
fragrance which came from the earthly body of the Son of God was transferred to the plant, 
giving it its unique scent.

Lavender was said to be one of the plants most loved by the Blessed Virgin Mary because it 
represented purity, cleanliness & virtue. So what better way to celebrate St. Mary’s feast day, 
on 15th August, than with some delicious Lavender infused biscuits with a lovely cup of tea. 

Method

In a medium bowl, combine flour, ground lavender buds, finely shredded lemon peel, and 
salt. In a separate large mixing bowl beat the butter until soft, then add the sugar & mix 
until combined. Gradually add the flour mix to the butter / sugar mixture and stir well. 
Then on a lightly floured surface, roll the mixture into a 25cm long log. Wrap the log in 
baking parchment or greaseproof paper & chill for 2 - 24 hours or until firm. Preheat oven 
to 170 C / 350 F. Cut the roll into 5cm thick slices, and using a biscuit cutter, cut out the 
dough into your desired cutter shape. Place them 5cm apart on a baking tray. Bake in 
preheated oven about 10 minutes or until edges are lightly browned. Transfer cookies to a 
wire rack and let cool. Makes approx 36 cookies, depending on size of cutter used.

Optional Buttercream Icing & Decoration:

In a small bowl, combine the butter, icing sugar and milk. Beat with a wooden spoon until 
smooth. If necessary, stir in additional milk (1 teaspoon at a time) to make a icing of 
spreading consistency. Spread icing on top of cookies and, if desired, garnish with 
additional lavender buds and thin strips of lemon peel.

Note: If decorated, place in single layer in an airtight container & cover. Store at room 
temperature for up to 3 days. Or freeze unfrosted cookies for up to 3 months then thaw 
and frost when desired.
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Makes an ideal gift for a friend, 
loved one, or simply why not treat yourself!

2014 was a very special year 
for the Diocese of St. Edmundsbury & Ipswich

of which St. Margaret’s is a part, as it is the diocese’s centenary year.
To help celebrate this momentous year we at St. Margaret’s Church

have created a cookbook full of tasty recipes for you to try.

Available after each Sunday’s Service
or 

Pop along and pick up your copy from 
Margaret’s Church Shop, here in the heart of Leiston

Helping to support your local Church 
and the important work it does.

Help us celebrate the Centenary & 
also raise funds for St. Margaret’s Church.
Pick up your copy of the cookbook now!

£5.00
Over 50 tasty

recipes for you 
to try!

Only 
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Marking his decade of support for WaterAid, the Archbishop of 
York, Dr John Sentamu, inspires churches to support the charity’s 
Harvest Appeal, this September.

Water Aid - Church Harvest Appeal
Give Water, Give Life This Harvest Time

To get involved, churches can hold a harvest collection, or host a harvest supper to 
mark this special time of year. 

The Archbishop of York, Dr John Sentamu, said: “For us here in the UK, it’s easy to 
take our water for granted; we use it to drink, to clean our teeth, to bathe, to cook, 
etc. Imagine if you had to do without water! I’ve seen for myself, the incredible 
difference that having safe, clean water can make to someone’s life.”

International development charity WaterAid, is launching its 
2015 Harvest Appeal, aiming to raise £170k to transform 
communities around the world with access to safe, clean 
water, the chance to grow crops and a sustainable income. 

Last harvest, churches across the UK helped communities like Mecheke in 
Ethiopia. Just a few months later the difference is amazing. The village now has a 
reservoir, water point and showers. Here are some photos of what we can achieve 
with your help. Thank you so much for all your support.

In the community of Manaotaonkafa, 
Madagascar, families also now have safe 
water. It has transformed their lives. This 
year we can do the same in Morarano.

“Before, life in our village was just a misery. 
Now we can focus more on our livelihoods.”

Ravaoarisoa Florine

Above Left: Water Reservoir. Above Right: Shower Block - Both in Mecheke, Ethiopia 

Latest Updates from last year’s 2014 Appeal

Above: Photo of Ravaoarisoa Florine  



If you would like to personally donate, or would like to organise a Harvest Collection, 
or organise a Harvest Lunch / Supper this coming September please contact us.
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Loni, 5 yrs, with his classmate, Mbina, 4 yrs, on 
their way to fetch water before school. With 
your help Loni & Mbina would no longer need to 
make the long journey and have safe water 
whenever needed.

These are the conditions many people in the 
village are faced with; "We have to drink this 
dirty water and then we put our lives in God’s 
hands and pray for our sick children.” With your 
help we can put an end to this. Françoise, mother

Please contact us for further information, order a Harvest Pack, or to donate:

Telephone Number: 020 7793 4594

www.wateraid.org/harvest         e-mail: harvest@wateraid.org 

The photo left shows Ernest Randriarimalala, who works 
for WaterAid in Madagascar. Having been born in a village 
without safe water, he explains that having experienced 
for himself how having this one essential thing can 
change everything. For that reason he is campaigning for 
church congregations & communities to be encouraged 
to support the incredible work of WaterAid and help bring 
safe water, and a chance to grow crops, to Morarano 
village. By holding a Harvest collection or organising a 
Harvest supper / lunch this September, you can help bring 
health, food, education, and income to many families in 
Morarano. ‘Thank you so much and God bless you’. 

This Harvest, will you help bring water and the chance to grow crops to a poor, remote 
village like Morarano?

People in the Morarano area are mainly farmers. They would love to grow more crops & 
vegetables near their village because it is a very easy way to make money quickly & support 
their family. But growing crops needs water, which they don't have enough of even for 
drinking. With your help we aim to transform Morarano with safe water via a gravity-fed 
scheme. There will be 13 waterpoints, providing safe water for the 1,847 villagers. The 
village school will also receive toilets & showers. But we can only do it with your help.

WaterAid’s 2015 Appeal
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thIn the early hours of Sunday 28  June 2015, as the sun was rising I was wakened by 
the distress call of a blackbird and that hateful cackle of a magpie. It was later that 
Patsy woke me with the sad news.  The magpie had attacked the nest outside our 
lounge window and taken the young birds from the nest and killed them, leaving 
what was left of their corpses lying on the drive. I don't mind admitting it, I was 
upset and it reminded me of poem I had written some years ago after a similar event 
in our garden.

The Blackbirds’ Nest

Bernard Smith

During the morning service I was still thinking of the events and the poem when it 
occurred to me that the saving grace for the magpie was that it killed to feed its 
young. But 38 innocent holiday makers in Tunisia had the previous week been 
mercilessly shot and killed for absolutely no good purpose. I still don't like magpies 
but the evil of wicked men whose only desire is power is infinitely worse.

THE BLACKBIRDS' NEST

A nest no human hand had touched,
Though human eye did see,

So what in nature came along
And then destroyéd thee?

No, not the nest but life within,
Such pain and fear to bear 

What took the frightened blackbirds out
And didn't give a care?

It's nature's way, or so I'm told,
“Where's love then?” question I, 
“If nature's God's creation way

Just where does God's love lie?”

Nature's way is dog eats dog
For predators are we.

The human race will fight to kill
As do the ant and flea!

So where look I for nature's love?
Where can I God's love see?

In war, in tempest, storm, or flood?
In mocked tranquillity?

Where do I look for God's great love?
“Can it,” I ask, “be found?”

Please help me Lord to understand
Before I'm under ground.

thPoem       Bernard Smith  14  April 2002c

Foodbank Appeal
Food Urgently Required:
Milk (UHT or Powdered).  Sugar 500g.  Fruit Juice (Carton).  Soup.  Jam.  Cereals. 
Pasta Sauces.  Sponge Pudding (Tinned).  Tomato (Tinned).  Biscuits / Snack Bar.  
Rice Pudding.  Tea Bags /  Instant Coffee. Instant Mash Potato.  Rice / Pasta.  
Tinned Meat / Fish.  Tinned Veg.  Tinned Fruit.  

Maureen Fox

See Maureen Fox for further information.
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St. Margaret’s Summer Fete
A gloriously hot & sunny day was the setting for this year’s St. Margaret’s annual 
Summer Fete; held in the beautiful grounds of the church itself, and with not a rain 
cloud in sight! The air was full of chatter and laughter and it was a fun afternoon for all 
the family. 
There were a variety of stalls, from crafts & jewellery, to books, toys & bric-a-brac, 
along with yummy cakes also for sale. Kathryn Phillips-Last & Sandra Ellis were 
promoting ‘JAM’ (Jesus & Me) Sunday School by doing various crafts with the kids. 
There was also a children’s miniature garden competition for the children to enjoy, as 
well as many other fun games for all, including Golf & Splat the Rat. Various tombolas 
and a Grand Draw were also firm favourites at this year’s fete; with Kathryn Phillips-
Last donating one of her beautiful cake creations ‘The Mad Hatter’s Tea-Party’ to one 
of the Draws.  Some of the children also decided to help at this year’s event, by having 
a lemonade  & toy / book stall; in turn raising the fantastic total of £36.67 going 
towards the day’s overall total. So, a big thank you to all the children involved. 
A special thank you goes to all the ladies in the catering team (those both serving & in 
the kitchen) for all their hard work; there were lots of tasty refreshments & delicious 
cakes to enjoy. All this, plus a sizzling BBQ expertly cooked by Richard & Sandra. In 
addition to Martin also helping with the BBQ he was busy ‘meeting & greeting’ 
everyone as they came in and compering the event; and the whole day had a 
wonderful atmosphere. 
We were thrilled to have our very own wonderful organist, Jonathan Williams 
delighting us with an array of beautiful organ music, as well as the ‘Love to Sing’ 
Community Choir also performing this year with a varied repertoire of popular songs, 
for us all to enjoy. 
Sincere thanks go to everyone who donated items for the event, as well as to those 
who gave their time & hard work on the day, helping to make this year’s Summer 
Church Fete such an enjoyable time. Here are a few photos to remember the day. 

With the added benefit of sunny weather, this year's fete was a great success. Not only 
did it raise a fantastic £1,152.30, but it also brought the whole community together in 
and around our beautiful church. Many thanks to everyone who donated prizes and 
items to sell, to everyone who ran a stall and to all the people who came along to spend 
their time and money with us. Special thanks to Sally & David Berry for bringing along 
their alpacas for us to meet, to the Community Choir for entertaining us with their 
harmonious voices, to Jonathan for playing the organ so wonderfully and to Ron 
Geater for donating the beautiful bedding plants for the plant stall. A very big THANK 
YOU to you all.

St. Margaret’s Summer Fete

Sandra Harle

Photos: Kathryn Williams
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The disciples had seen Jesus do 
many miracles. He healed a man 
that could not walk. He fed 
thousands of people from just a 
few fish and loaves of bread. He 
even walked on water. Jesus was 
amazing.

One evening some of the disciples 
were about to learn something 
even more amazing about Jesus. 
Jesus took Peter, James, and John 
up onto a mountain to pray. They 
then witnessed an amazing event. 
As they watched, Jesus’ face 
shone like the sun and his clothes 
became as white as the light. Then 
Moses & Elijah appeared (even 
though they had died a long time 
before), and a voice from heaven 
said, “This is my Son, who I love . . . 
listen to him.” The disciples were 
so afraid at hearing the voice of 
God that they fell down on the 
ground. When the disciples finally 
l o o k e d  u p  t h e y  s a w  t h a t  
everything was back to normal 
and Jesus was standing there 
alone. Now they knew that Jesus 
was even more special than they 
had thought before. He was the 
Son of God. The disciples knew 
that they should always do what 
God said and listen to the words of 
Jesus, in turn telling others about 
Jesus and how to live a good life.

The transfiguration of Jesus
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Want to hear more about Jesus? Come along 
 to our ‘JAM’ Sessions - Kids of all ages welcome! 

Sun 9th Aug, Sun 23rd Aug & Sun 30th  Aug - All @ 10am 

1=A    2=T   3=M   4=E    5=H    6=D   

 

Break the Code!

   

7=O   8=J   9=G   10=U  11=N   12=I 

 
13=C  14=S  15=W Help the man find his way through the maze to

find Jesus, Moses & Elijah on the mountain

F RI H WN   I D N O !D DT EE SH D

Elijah

Light

Sun

White

Mountain

John

James

Peter

Lord

Jesus

Moses

Cloud

Voice

Shelters

Sun 9th Aug, Sun 23rd Aug & Sun 30th  Aug - All @ 10am Sun 9th Aug, Sun 23rd Aug & Sun 30th  Aug - All @ 10am 
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The Corner Shops
A few weeks ago sitting in the garden with Bill’s sisters, we got talking about the 
different shops we had in Leiston when we were growing up.

Each road had a corner shop, or a shop of some kind near by, selling groceries, a bit 
of everything really. Living in Eastward Ho we had the shops near by, but in Urban 
Road there was a little cottage with sheds at the bottom of some steps. Mr Payne 
and his two sisters lived there and they sold soap, washing powder, pegs, 
scrubbing brushes, paraffin oil - meths, it was like a small hardware shop. Mum 
would send me to get half a pint of vinegar which was in a big wooden cask. You 
took your own jug which he filled from the tap, and his two sisters in their wrap over 
aprons would say, go careful don’t spill it; they were characters. 

The black cat was a tea shop ran by Mr and Mrs Taylor, which also sold sweets and 
cigarettes. Mum would send me to get five woodbines sometimes, and then I 
would see the ladies there having their afternoon tea and cake. There were cakes 
and sponges on big plates all ready to buy - it made my mouth water. I thought the 
ladies were so rich to be able to do things like that.

These are just some memories that stay in my mind, more stories next time.

Margaret Clarke
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The Royal British Legion 

The Branch Standards have been carried at the Suffolk County RBL Rally at 

Woodbridge on 18th July.  On the 8th August members will be travelling to 

Newmarket for the Legion Race Day.  Branch Standards will be carried in the Parade 

of Standards.  The Race Day is a fantastic fundraiser for the Poppy Appeal.

VJ Day Commemoration – 11.00am on 15th August at the Long Shop Museum

This commemoration organised by the Leiston Branch of the Suffolk Regiment Old 

Comrades Association is important to the area as many local soldiers were Japanese 

Prisoners of War. Branch Standards will be carried and a wreath laid by the Branch.

The RBL Band will be playing at:-

Southwold – Sunday 2nd August – Promenade beside the Pier (times 11.15-12 noon, 

12.45pm - 1.30pm & 2.30pm - 3.15pm) times may vary – weather permitting.

Oulton Broad – Sunday 9th August – Nicholas Everitt Park – 2.00pm - 4.30pm 

Southwold – Sunday 6th Sept – Promenade beside the Pier – times as 2nd August.

There will be no Branch meeting in August.

Leiston Branch (Sub Branch Aldeburgh)

Trevor Peskett
Chairman - Leiston Branch TRBL 
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On Sunday the 15th July, two of 
our friends, Alan and Barbara 
Purkiss from Hampshire, joined 
us for the Family Praise Service 
at St. Margaret’s Church here in 
Leiston. 

They come from the United 
Benefice of North Waltham, 
Ashe, Steventon and Deane, 
where they are actively involved 
with the church, and are keen 
bell ringers. Alan is also the 
Church Warden at St. Michael’s 
North Waltham. 

They ring at All Saint’s Church 
Deane, which has 8 bells, a 
village population of 65 and 
they have 7 Regular Ringers 
from very experienced (60 years 
ringing!) through to learners. 

A l a n  a n d  B a r b a r a  w e r e  
therefore delighted to get the 
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  j o i n  t h e  
wonderful bell ringing team we 
have here at St. Margaret’s 
Church that Sunday morning, 
and were made to feel very 
welcome. Here are some photos 
of Alan and Barbara enjoying 
ringing with the St. Margaret’s 
bell ringing team. 

If you are interested in reading 
more about the church they 
hale from then please feel free 
to visit their church website:  
http://nwsadchurch.org/ 

Visiting Bell Ringers

Pauline & Charles Stride



Holidays
Have you ever been on holiday travelling all night,
Then in the early morn your destination’s in sight,

In you go all excitement and thrill,
‘You can’t stay there’, says a voice all shrill,

‘But we booked’, we tell the lady with a grin,
‘I can’t help that’, she says, wobbling her double chin,

‘You can’t come in until it’s noon’.
‘Now I wish you’d move that van and soon’.

So we put it on the side grass where there was a space,
Along with the others who seemed to be in the same race,

We lay back the car seats to get some sleep,
Then after a while Mrs. Double Chin took a peep,

‘You can’t sleep there in public view’ she said,
‘We said all we want to do is just go to bed,
‘Well go in the van then, have some sense

‘We can’t, it’s full of gear’, I said in defence,
‘Oh let’s unhitch and go find a field’,

‘You can’t take the car off’, and she would not yield,
By this time a crowd had gathered round,

They could hear the yelling at the other end of the ground,
Along came a policeman on his bike,

He said to the crowd, ‘Now just take a hike’,
‘Now what’s going on here’, he said to us,

We told him it was the site lady making all the fuss,
‘Rules are rules’, she said, standing her ground,

‘Never mind that, get these people their pitch found’.
‘But it’s not noon yet, there’s ten minutes to go’,
‘It doesn’t matter, get going and don’t be slow’,

She grumbled and groused and went off with a sway,
We followed behind, the policeman leading the way,

We set everything up and went off to explore,
Then down the steep bank, there was the shore,

We wandered along the edge of the sea,
And had a restful time you and me.

We had a lovely holiday, despite Mrs. Double Chin,
But believe you me, we won’t be going there agin’.

Original Poem by Val Allchin
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Family Service - 5th July

After being asked to deliver a large 
envelope with no name or address on 
it, St. Margaret's family service was 
left wondering 'who on earth we were 
supposed to post the envelope to?' 
Luckily we were given a few clues by 
way of the stamps on the front of the 
envelope, which had pictures of the 
story of God's love for all he had 
created, including us, since the 
beginning of time.

In the end we decided to have a look 
inside the envelope to see if what was 
hidden inside would give us a clue as to 
whom the envelope was for. To our 
surprise we found a talking Bible 
named Bertie, who told us that 
because he was in the envelope, it  
was full of the Good News. Bertie told 
us that the reason there was no 
address on the front was because the 
good news is for everyone, and that all 
of us are called to share, post and 
deliver the Good News of what Jesus 
has done for us with all of those 
around us!   

Come along & join us every 1st Sunday of the Month at 10.30am

The Reverend Martin Phillips-Last  

Next Family Services: Sun 2nd Aug & Sun 6th Sept at 10.30am

Sharing the Good News!



23

Pat Carter - Secretary to the PCC

Notes from PCC Minutes - 8th July 2015

The meeting opened with prayers at 7 pm with Martin in the chair.  

Further £5,000 to be paid for the 2015 Parish share.  Summer Fete raised 
£1,152 30, lighting of tower donations raised £125.  Work to provide access 
to sound chamber to start shortly.  Carpet problem to be rectified next 
Monday.

Card received from Bible Society giving date of Bible Sunday as 25 October.
Leiston Christians Together meeting to be held on 15th July. Kathryn 
Phillips-Last gave report on JAM – numbers growing, work based on Gospel 
reading each week.  Jonathan reported choir growing in numbers, thanks 
to Terri and Cindy for guiding children.

Martin now working Monday, Wednesday and Friday and alternate 
Sundays and continues to thank everyone for their help and support.  
Parish Administrator will be working four hours a week.  Discussion about 
In House Printing – decision to be made at next meeting.  Real need for 
people to visit the elderly and lonely.  Townspeople really pleased to have 
Martin in the parish. We have the only Sunday School in the Deanery.  
Suggestion to offer church as a meeting place for Youth Club in school 
holidays – need for care and respect to be shown to church and good 
cleaning following sessions.

Saturday 5th September proposed as a date for a Parish Outing to visit 
Sheringham. 21st November Autumn Bazaar, possible organ recital, also a 
Songs of Praise service (dates to be confirmed).

One new bell ringer has come forward and another has shown interest.  
Book to be provided in church for people to enter suggestion of those who 
may enjoy a visit.  Hymn suggestions box to be put in church.

Date of the next PCC Meeting Wednesday 16th September in Church 
starting at 7 pm.



St. Margaret’s Church Family
Intercession Prayers for August 2015

August’s magazine continues to focus on monthly prayer time. Below is the St. Margaret’s church 
family group for this month. Please remember each family group appears in the Magazine every 
three months. This is not to say you are not in our thoughts, you remain in our church family’s prayers 
always, however this will allow for our growing church family, and also for us all to focus our 
thoughts and prayers specifically on those listed for that particular month. 

f you feel 
then 

please let us know and we’ll add you to our ‘special prayers’ section. 

If you would like to be included in our family monthly prayers, or have any queries please contact 
Revd. Chris Gonin on 01728 635549. I you would prefer to be remembered in a particular 
month then please let us know. Also, if you have a specific need for additional prayer time 

Dear Friends,
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In our Church Family Prayers
Jim & Pauline Florance

Bernard & Patsy Smith

Joe Diegnan

Shirley Newman

Matthew, Vanessa, Alex, Kierah & Sasha Newman

Kathryn, Mark, Ian & Stuart Langley

Jan Snowden

John & Joy Kemp

Mary Joel

Kate Kersey

Peter Downey

Donna Button

Billy & Margaret Clarke

Margaret Cuthbert

Lesley Martin

Julie, Ellie & Charlie Howard

Kay, Trevor & Grace Nash

Frank & Joan Huxley

Hilary & Richard Slaughter

Toby, Sharon, Emma & Sophie Slaughter

Jill Staff

 

 

 

Adrian & Jackie Shotter

Stephanie & Craig Shotter

Kim Shotter & Dan Keeble

Derek & Barbara Cole

Pat, Neil, Lucy, Craig & Ryan Carter

Daryl & Helen Worsley

Cathy & Ursula Dickson

Eamonn Harvey

Glyn & June Clarke

Robin & Mary Cornish

Gladys Stannard

Trevor & Thelma Hawkins

Roy Hubbard

Anthony & Sue Hawkes

Kirsty Stowe

June Linsell

Magdalene Chandler

Hilda Woodhead

Pat & John Swatton

Sara, Paul, Sophie & Liam Swatton

Debbie, Samantha & Matthew Vettesse
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Joan Whale

Leah Crudgington

Robin Ellis

 

In our Special Prayers
Stephen Bloomfield

Mary Allum

Alice Cook

 

 

 

Baptisms - July 2015

Sunday 5th July     

  

Amelia Hirst

Sunday 5th July     

  

Ceylon Stone

Corinthians 1:3-11

“The Lord bless you, and keep you; The Lord make His face shine on you, and be 
gracious to you; The Lord lift up His countenance on you, and give you peace”. 

Funerals - July 2015

Thursday 2nd July           

  

Ivy Rose Clarke

Friday 3rd July                   

  

Gladys Bailey (Dina)

Monday 6th July               

  

John Proctor

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and the 
 God of all comfort,  who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort those in any
trouble with the comfort we ourselves have received from God. For just as the sufferings of  

The God of all comfort

Christ flow over into our lives, so also through Christ our comfort overflows.

Romans 6:24-26

June Jackson

Adrian Reynolds

Karis Braithwaite 

 

 

 

Thursday 9th July             Teresa Dawn Welford

  The God of all comfort
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Let’s pray...

Revd. Pauline Florance

The word, “mistreated” covers such a variety of issues and so much of our news falls into 
that category. The persecuted church is at times scapegoat in order to cover up bad 
policies of a regime. On other occasions leaders fear the courage shown by people who 
stand up for human rights or who have the confidence to do something about the 
circumstances. Peter and John (Acts 3) helped a beggar at the Gate Beautiful (one of the 
entrances to the Temple) and were arrested as the eagerness of the crowd which 
followed, was deemed to be a disturbance. When cautioned to cease, Peter told the 
spiritual leaders of his day that they had to obey God rather than men.

That is often the issue, those who are persecuted are giving allegiance to a higher power 
than the national authority. Indeed Margaret of Antioch, recently named in our Christian 

thcalendar (20  July)  gave her life during the Diocletian persecutions at the beginning of the 
fourth century and it is claimed that her preaching prior to her death brought many to the 
Christian faith.

Serving God rather than man enabled many to hide Jewish people who would otherwise 
have been transported to the gas chambers during World War II; and equipped reformers 
to stand up for justice and cry for mercy in many a national scandal. Let's be praying that 
many faithful people will be raised up who will stand against injustice and let's pray for 
those we hear about through the media and in other ways, who are mistreated.

You might like to use the following words in your prayers and add names which might 
apply to each section.

We hold before God those for whom life is very difficult, those who have difficult decisions 
to make and who honestly do not know what is the right thing to do……………….

We hold before God those who have difficult tasks to do and to face, and who fear they 
may fail in them; those who have difficult temptations to face and who know only too well 
that they may fall to them, if they try to meet them alone ……

We hold before God those who know they can be their own worst enemies….
We hold before God those who have difficult people to work with; those who have to 
suffer unjust treatment, unfair criticism, unappreciated work….

We hold before God those who are sad because someone they loved has died; and any 
who are disappointed in something for which they hoped very much.

William Barclay

May the Lord comfort them in all their troubles, that they, in turn may comfort others. (II 
Corinthians 1:4)  Amen.

...for those who are being mistreated
(Hebrews 13:3)
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Alleluia.
I will give thanks to the Lord with my whole heart, in the company of the 
faithful and in the congregation.
The works of the Lord are great, sought out by all who delight in them.
His work is full of majesty and honour and his righteousness endures forever.
He appointed a memorial for his marvellous deeds; the Lord is gracious and full 
of compassion.
He gave food to those who feared him; he is ever mindful of his covenant.
He showed his people the power of his works in giving them the heritage of the 
nations. 

The Commentary

This Spring a female blackbird chose to build her nest in our garden tool shed. 
We are awe struck by the wonder of it – her skill finding a hole big enough to 
take grass and other materials into a locked shed – and the nest itself is a work 
of care which takes our breath away. So in the second verse we too identify 
with 'The works of the Lord are great' and 'His work is full of majesty and 
honour' and 'He appointed a memorial for his marvellous works'
The passage speaks of the great themes of our God – the awesome wonder of 
his creation – the works of his hands are 'truth' and 'justice'. Two words 
'feared'  and 'beginning' need comment. Feared more often means 'terror, 
dread, fright' Here it does not mean this but rather 'reverence, profound 
respect and attention to the presence of the person concerned, in this case 
God.
The word 'beginning' here is used to convey the idea of a start to a life or an 
attitude, in this case that fear of the Lord is 'the beginning of wisdom' in other 
words the awesome respect of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom.
Finally the Psalmist tells us that God sends redemption to his people – that
lives damaged by wrong choices or sins or mistakes or disasters can be 
repaired – as Christians we know that our faith in Our Lord Jesus Christ helps us 
to do just that.

Reference: The People's Bible Commentary – Donald Coggan

Revd. Chris Gonin

Psalm 111 - A Commentary
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Sizewell Road, Leiston

Margaret’sMargaret’sMargaret’sMargaret’s
Church Shop

If interested in advertising in this magazine & would like 
further details please email: stmargaretsleiston@gmail.com

All donations of books, household items and especially good quality clothing welcomed. 

... helping to support the work of St. Margaret’s Church within the local community!

 

CHIROPODIST - PODIATRIST

Pauline Burrell - Saward
FSSch Dip of POD BcPA REG. H.P.C

Lynette Morley
MCFHP  MAFHP

Home visits available

CORNS, HARD SKIN,
INGROWING NAILS,
DEFORMED NAILS,

VERRUCAS, HEEL PAIN,
ARTHRITIS, FUNGUS,

DIABETES

Member of British Chiropody Association

SURGERIES
72 High Street, Leiston

Telephone: (01728) 832998

Orford Doctor’s Surgery
Telephone: (01394) 450315

CORNS, HARD SKIN,
INGROWING NAILS,
DEFORMED NAILS,

VERRUCAS, HEEL PAIN,
ARTHRITIS, FUNGUS,

DIABETES

CORNS, HARD SKIN,
INGROWING NAILS,
DEFORMED NAILS,

VERRUCAS, HEEL PAIN,
ARTHRITIS, FUNGUS,

DIABETES

SURGERIES
72 High Street, Leiston

Telephone: (01728) 832998

Orford Doctor’s Surgery
Telephone: (01394) 450315

SURGERIES
72 High Street, Leiston

Telephone: (01728) 832998

Orford Doctor’s Surgery
Telephone: (01394) 450315

A big thank you to everyone who is currently 
advertising in the magazine.  

Your advert is helping 
to support your
local church & its
work in the local
community.  

A personal & friendly eye care service 
in the comfort of your own home.

Unable to get to a high street optician
then contact us for further information

01473 857703

www.ipswichhomeoptician.co.uk

enquires@lambshomeeyecare.com 

Optometrist: Andrew Lamb BSc Optom

When contacting any of the businesses advertised, 
don’t forget to mention you saw their advert in the 

St. Margaret’s Magazine! 
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Basic Sewing & Knitting skills and Crafts

     
Want to try a new craft, or mend / alter clothes but not sure where to start? Come & give it a go 

at one of our workshop sessions. Only £10 per session - Includes all you need for a crafty make!

     

Basic Sewing & Knitting skills and CraftsBasic Sewing & Knitting skills and CraftsBasic Sewing & Knitting skills and CraftsBasic Sewing & Knitting skills and CraftsBasic Sewing & Knitting skills and Crafts

     

 Ring Sandra Ellis on 01728 832168 for Further Details
   Ring Sandra Ellis on 01728 832168 for Further Details 
   Ring Sandra Ellis on 01728 832168 for Further Details 
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Fairweather Stephenson & Co
SOLICITORS.

OLD BANK CHAMBERS, 51 HIGH STREET, LEISTON, IP16 4EL
 

TEL: 01728 832832

  

 

Hand made gifts, doorstops & cushions also available to order!

MACDONALDS
ELECTRICAL

SALES
&

REPAIRS
Televisions, Hi-Fi’s, Washing Machines, 

Tumble Dryers, Microwave Ovens etc

22 Carr Avenue, Leiston
Tel: 01728 830762

 

A dealer you can rely on

LEISTON
TRADING POST

A family business you can trust
EST. 1970

17 High Street,

Antiques/Collectables/Bric a Brac/Jewellery/Gold/Silver wanted

Full Professional House Clearance Specialists
Single items or complete service including sheds 

free valuation, we visit you.

Leiston IP16 4EL

01728 830081
Mobile: 0771 259 6005

 

 

The
Dogs Cabin

Grooming & Dog Walking
Jamie Phillips

87 Waterloo Avenue
Leiston

Suffolk. IP16 4HN

 

Tel   01728831152

 

Mobile  07510278132

 

westwardho54@yahoo.co.uk
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richardson’s clearance suffolk
house clearance specialists

flats, garages, sheds, lofts, offices / commercial premises. man with a van services available

professional, friendly service guaranteed

for a free, no obligation quote call: 07591 722144
We always donate & recycle where possible

 

 
 

tel. 01728 831227  
email: leistoncarpets@hotmail.com  

10 - 12 High Street . Leiston . Suffolk . IP16 4EW

carpets . rugs . flooring . beds . headboards . mattresses

 
 

 
The Leiston Carpet Company  

Quality

Housekeeping

Services

Whether you have a private home, 

an office or a holiday let, 

we can provide a regular cleaning service 

or a one-off 'spring clean' 

and are happy to produce a 

package to suit your individual needs. 

Laundry service also provided. 

For further details please contact:                               

Marion Keen & Sandra Ellis

07756563507 or 07934286534 

sandra@mendmakecreate.co.uk

Whether you have a private home, 

an office or a holiday let, 

we can provide a regular cleaning service 

or a one-off 'spring clean' 

and are happy to produce a 

package to suit your individual needs. 

Laundry service also provided. 

For further details please contact:                               

Whether you have a private home, 

an office or a holiday let, 

we can provide a regular cleaning service 

or a one-off 'spring clean' 

and are happy to produce a 

package to suit your individual needs. 

Laundry service also provided. 

For further details please contact:                               

 

MCT
ELECTRICAL

194 High Street
Aldeburgh  
IP15 5AJ 

Domestic Appliance
Repairs / Enquiries

Tel / Fax: 01728 830626
 

Email: 
mick@taylor1492.fsworld.co.uk

 
Domestic Appliance
DIY & Hardware

Sales: Tel / Fax: 01728 454600

Owners of the Greenwood Burial Ground, Farnham 

 Established 1979
TONY BROWN’S FUNERAL SERVICE

Tel: 01728 603108    Email: tb.fs@virgin.net     Website: tonybrownfuneralservices.co.uk
The Funeral Parlour, New Cut, Saxmundham, IP17 1EH  

Floral tributes and memorials supplied      Pre-paid Funeral Plans available

 

Tel: 01728 603108    Email: tb.fs@virgin.net     Website: tonybrownfuneralservices.co.uk

 Established 1979

MCT
ELECTRICAL

MCT
ELECTRICAL

Andrew Vincent
Plumbing and Heating

Leiston

Telephone: 01728 561093

Mobile: 07545522695
av_plumbingandheating@hotmail.com

Gas Safe Registered Engineer - No.570680

Contact:

THOMAS
MERRETT

SCULPTOR
& 

STONE CARVER

HAND
CARVED

MEMORIALS

07856 581205

merrett.thomas@gmail.com

www.thomasmerrett.com

 

07856 58120507856 581205

merrett.thomas@gmail.commerrett.thomas@gmail.com

www.thomasmerrett.comwww.thomasmerrett.com



Keep up to date with all Church Events

www.stmargaretschurchleiston.onesuffolk.net
by visiting our own website: @

Co-op
Supermarket

Margaret’s
Church Shop

Cinema
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Vicarage

St. Margaret’s Church
Main Entrance

Disabled Access

To Aldeburgh

To Yoxford

The Gables

St Margarets Cr

Esso

How to Find Us
Everyone is very welcome. Come along

and meet new friends and enjoy some

Christian fellowship.
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Magazine Printed by Leiston Press

www.leistonpress.com (01728 833003) 
all at St. Margaret’s Church

with the grateful thanks from 

St. Margaret’s Church or Margaret’s Church Shop on Sizewell Rd, plus various other local shops.
Alternatively, delivery can also be arranged.

Magazine available from: 

@

Email Address:   stmargaretsleiston@gmail.com

 

Please note that all articles, adverts etc. will need to be submitted
to Kathryn Williams by  for inclusion in September’s 
Magazine. Thank you.

18th August

Notice: Items for September’s Magazine:
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