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CHURCH SERVICES
SUNDAY 6 AUGUST
9.00 HOLY COMMUNION SERVICE
10.30 FAMILY PRAISE & WORSHIP SERVICE

SUNDAY 13 AUGUST
10.00 PARISH EUCHARIST SERVICE & J.A.M. SUNDAY SCHOOL

SUNDAY 20 AUGUST
10.00 ’WELCOME TO THE TABLE’ FAMILY HOLY COMMUNION SERVICE

SUNDAY 27 AUGUST
10.00 PARISH EUCHARIST SERVICE & J.A.M. SUNDAY SCHOOL

CONTACT US
Priest in Charge: Vacancy
Reader: Mr Bernard Smith: 3 Daneway Gardens, Leiston T.830105
Lay Elders:
Mrs Pat Carter, 42 Haylings Road, Leiston T.831852
Mrs Sandra Harle: 4 Lime Tree Avenue, Leiston T. 833578
Church Wardens:
Mrs Pat Carter: 42 Haylings Road, Leiston T.831852
Mr Peter Roberts, Meadowcroft, East Green, Kelsale T.603772
PCC Treasurer: Mrs Sandra Harle: 4 Lime Tree Avenue, Leiston T. 833578
PCC Secretary: Mrs Pat Carter, 42 Haylings Road, Leiston T.831852
‘JAM’ (Jesus & Me) Sunday School Leader: Mrs Sandra Ellis: T.832168
Director of Music: Mr Jonathan Williams: T.01379 388385
Deanery Synod Representatives:
Miss Rosemary Gale T. 832105
Mr Simon Merrett T.830900
Resident Retired Priests:
Reverend Richard Ellis: 9 Kings Road, Leiston T.832168,
Reverend Pauline Florance: 1 Woodlands, Leiston T.768124
Reverend Jim Florance: 1 Woodlands, Leiston T.768124
Website Editor: Mrs Kathryn Williams: T. 01379 388385
Magazine Editor: Mrs Marian Peskett: T.833537 Email: t.peskett@sky.com
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YESTERDAY WAS HISTORY. TOMORROW IS A MYSTERY.
TODAY IS A GIFT OF GOD, THAT’S WHY IT’S CALLED THE PRESENT
I’m sure you are familiar with the above saying or something very similar. It’s my
belief that it’s very true. What’s gone before is done, finished, we can do nothing
about it except learn from it especially if we realise we could have done something
differently.
What is to come is unknown to us so is a true mystery. We may be planning to do
something but we don’t know exactly how things will turn out. We may plan a lovely
day out but then it rains or someone who was to share the day is ill and so is unable
to accompany us. Those things are beyond our control. Only one person knows what
will happen to us in the future and that is God.
But today .... today is twenty-four hours given to us by God, a gift of immense worth.
It’s for us to do with as we wish but to remember our Lord Jesus Christ and to
remember his commandment to us – that we love one another as He has loved us.
To enjoy ourselves but to remember others less fortunate than ourselves, to spend
time with family and friends but also to spend time with God in prayer and reflection,
to take part in our own hobbies and interests but also to help with charitable acts, to
share our happiness but to support with compassion those suffering illness or
grieving for loved ones.
After my husband Fred died walking home from church, I was contacted by the
Reverend Fergus Capie who had a holiday home in Aldeburgh High Street. Fred had
been working there just before he died and Fergus rang to say that he had left some
tools there. I called to pick them up and he showed me the work Fred had been doing
in his home. He also told me that the last conversation he had had with Fred was
about the necessity for watchfulness; that no-one would know when they were to be
called and that everyone should be prepared for that time. On his last Sunday
morning Fred had helped to ring the church bells before the service, took a full part
in the service (he loved to sing) and assisted with the chalice. He spent his last
morning in the church building he had loved and cared for and with people he cared
about and called his friends.
(Matthew 24 verse 36 But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels
of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. Verse 42 Keep awake therefore, for you
do not know on what day your Lord is coming.)
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Fred didn’t know he was going to be called that day but he tried to use each day to
its maximum effect. Where he could, he helped others, both friends and strangers.
He cared deeply for his extended family with a special place for our two grandsons
of whom he was so very proud. For him each day was to be lived to the full.
I am very conscious each day of God’s gift to me, of His love for me and His willingness
to forgive my many failings. Above all I am sure of God’s present to us Christ’s invisible presence in every home and every life, sharing every joy and every
sorrow. May you all feel that presence each and every day.
Pat Carter

AUGUST
As we drive through the country roads everywhere seems to be looking tired. Lots
of the verges are overgrown and covering up road signs for speed limits and
roundabouts, so overgrown it is quite dangerous in some places. But amongst the
grass I’ve noticed a lot of the old wild flowers: the purple knapweed, mallow,
snapdragons and yield and in one part scabious which we called pincushions. A few
poppies were scattered about in clumps but I have not seen a big field of poppies this
year.
One year going to Stowmarket there was a huge field of poppies. People stopped to
take photos – it was a wonderful sight. The following year not one poppy there and
I haven’t seen one since on that field.
Years ago the farmworkers would be out cutting verges with their scythes and I think
the seeds just grew again the next year, but now with the machines they just hack
away and the hedges get all chewed up. What a gift these old men had, they layered
hedges, cut out ditches, cut verges, all natural work to them. The thatchers who had
handed the skill down over generations, we mustn’t let it die out. People are given
God’s gifts to do these and many other jobs in life.
Margaret Clarke
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ST. MARGARET’S CHURCH TOWER LIGHTS UP

During July the lighting of the Church Tower was sponsored on:

Sunday 2 July
Dearest Jason. Remembering this special day.
Our love and thoughts are always with you. Mum, Dad and family

If you’d like to mark a special occasion by sponsoring the lighting of the Church Tower
for a donation of £5 per day, please write the details in the diary provided in church,
then put the completed payment envelope in the wall safe. Many thanks.

5

6

SUMMER FETE – SATURDAY 19th AUGUST – 2PM to 4PM
Plans are well underway for this year’s Summer Fete but your help is requested to
make it a really successful event.
Donations are needed for all the usual stalls – cakes, plants, bric-a-brac, books, etc –
also draw and tombola prizes and also bottles for the bottle stall. These can be given
to me beforehand, taken into Margaret’s Shop or brought along on the day. Also
please let me know if you would like to help on the day and if there is any particular
stall/activity that you would like to be allocated to. Any new ideas would be most
welcome.
Many thanks, in advance, for all your donations, help and support.
Sandra Harle

KNODISHALL METHODIST CHURCH QUIZ NIGHT
Our next big fund raiser is a quiz night on Friday 8 September to be held at the Church
at 7pm with quiz masters David Jobson and Gary Morling.
The cost will be £6 per person which includes supper. Teams of 4-6 can be booked by
emailing wendy@jobson.ws, phone 01728 831100 or text 07890 489005.
Bookings to be made after 14 August.
Thank you for your support.
Wendy Jobson
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Pondering Prayer
Whom shall I send? Isaiah 6:8
When we are faced with questions about the future it is not always easy to make
a decision. There is a verse which reminds us that we will hear a word behind
us saying, “this is the way, “when we turn to the left or the right, or in other
words, when we are likely to go off the best path. Most Christians believe that
suggests that the Holy Spirit will prompt us, so we keep heading in the right
direction. (Isaiah 30:21)
When God called Gideon to fight to defend his people, God kept telling him to
cut the numbers who were prepared to fight alongside him. First everyone who
was scared was sent home and then those who failed to stay on the alert were
dismissed. He ended up with an elite troop, who followed orders to the letter
and trusted God’s plan of action. (Judges 7)
King Hezekiah, on the other hand, was so disheartened at one point, having
received a threatening letter, that he did not know what to do. So, he took the
letter and spread it before the Lord and prayed for guidance. First of all he
acknowledged God’s power and might, then he described the circumstances in
which he found himself and prayed for a solution which would cause people to
glorify God.(II Kings 19:14-19 )
Guidance is an amazing thing. Most of us love the story of the underdog
triumphing over the bully and the account in I Samuel chapter seventeen of
David the shepherd boy ending up fighting the giant Philistine bully in order to
save Israel, is heart-stirring stuff. Samuel the prophet had seen the potential in
David at a time when everyone else discounted him, reminding everyone that
man looks on the outside, whereas the Lord looks on the heart. Whether it be
man or boy, girl or woman, when our hearts are true to the Lord, God can do
amazing things through us.
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Equally today we can believe that God has a man or woman he wants to equip
for ministry in Leiston. We may or may not have our own preconceived ideas.
What we need to ask ourselves is, whether we can surrender our ideas and
wishes to God. Are we able to trust the Holy Spirit to bring to us the man or
woman of his choosing, whose heart is prepared by him and who will keep
going on the right path, who will lead us as we follow God’s plan of action and
who will enrich our lives as we learn to pray together and serve together. Will
you pray earnestly for God’s will to be fulfilled?
Revd Pauline Florance

INTERREGNUM UPDATE
Things are beginning to move fast in our quest to find a new incumbent for St
Margaret's. The PCC have met and have approved the Parish Profile, and they have
appointed Kay Nash and Simon Merrett as your representatives to interview
applicants for the post in due course.
The Parish Profile is an enormous document setting out full details of the Leiston
town and area, and of St Margaret's Church and the part it plays in the town. The
document sets out what we would like our new incumbent to do in order to maintain
and increase the importance of our Church in the community, and what we can offer
to whoever is appointed to the post. As you can imagine, the Profile has required a
great deal of work, and this has mainly been carried out by Kay Nash and Pat Carter,
to whom we are very grateful. The document has now been presented to the
Archdeacon and the Rural Dean, and the next step will be a meeting chaired by the
Bishop or his representative to give the final signal for the recruitment process to
begin.
The spirit of the lovely congregation of St Margaret's remains wonderful. The PCC
very much appreciates the way you have all remained with us and encouraged us
during these testing times. Rest assured that much work is going on, and it will not
be long before we can welcome our new leader and demonstrate to him or her how
lucky they are to join us!
Peter Roberts
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Psalm 67
1.
2.
3.
4.

God be gracious to us and bless us and make his face shine upon us.
That you may be known upon earth your saving power among all nations.
Let the people praise you, O God; let all the people praise you
Let the nations rejoice and be glad, for you will judge the peoples
righteously and govern the nations upon earth.
5. Let the people praise you, O God; let all the people praise you
6. Then shall the earth bring forth her increase, and God our own God will
bless us.
7. God will bless us, and all the ends of the earth shall fear him.
God be gracious to us and bless us. I wonder sometimes how he could bless us more
than he has already? There is hardly a week that goes by when the wonders of the
creative order is drawn to our attention. There is to be a probe to the Sun – and to
other planets – there is an absorption with the creative order by astronomers and
scientists. All believers want God known round our planet ‘we want God to be known
upon earth’ and respected on earth.
The psalmist is a good deal clearer about God’s objective for mankind. The psalmist
makes God known, but he is also clear that God wants us to know that he has power
which saves us from our sins and failures if we will only listen to him. This is made
very clear through Our Lord Jesus Christ. The greatest offering he gives us is his
sacrifice on the cross which makes plain that he forgives us. The power of his cross
Christians know is to be made known to all nations. Hence the desire of the Church
through the centuries to preach the gospel to the end of the world.
The Psalmist prays this prayer because the relationship that men build with God will
enable all to build full lives. The earth is the Lord’s. He made it. He cares about it. He
puts human beings into it to act as his agent (See Genesis 1). He does not want his
world to relapse into chaos as a result of war or the misuse of weapons of mass
destruction.
Perhaps the punch line of this psalm is ‘God will bless us, and all the ends of the world
shall fear Him’.
The People’s Bible Commentary – Donald Coggan BRF
The Revd Chris Gonin
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ST. MARGARET’S CHURCH FAMILY

INTERCESSION PRAYERS FOR AUGUST 2017

Dear Friends
August’s magazine continues to focus on monthly prayer time, with the St Margaret’s
Church family group for this month as shown below. There are three family groups with
each one appearing in the magazine every three months. However, you remain in our
thoughts and prayers always.
If you would like to be included in our family monthly prayers, or have any queries please
email stmargaretsleiston@gmail.com. If you feel you would prefer to be remembered in a
particular month then please let us know. Also, if you have a specific need for additional
prayer time then please let us know and we will add you to our ‘special prayers’ section.

In our Church Family Prayers
Jim & Pauline Florance
Bernard & Patsy Smith
Joe Diegnan
Pat, Neil, Lucy, Craig & Ryan Carter
Daryl & Helen Cartley
John and Joy Kemp
Mary Joel
Kate Kersey
Peter Downey
Donna Button
Billy & Margaret Clarke
Lesley Martin
Julie, Ellie & Charlie Howard
Kay, Trevor & Grace Nash
Anthony & Sue Hawkes
Hilary & Richard Slaughter
Toby, Sharon, Emma & Sophie Slaughter
Jill Staff
Glyn & June Clarke
Robin & Mary Cornish
Gladys Stannard
Trevor & Thelma Hawkins
Kirsty Stowe
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Roy Hubbard
Shirley Newman
Matthew, Vanessa, Alex, Kierah & Sasha
Newman
Kathryn, Mark, Ian & Stuart Langley
Adrian & Jackie Shotter
Stephanie, Craig & Isla Shotter
Kim & Dan Keeble
Jan Snowden
Nicola, Jon, Toby, & Robert Kerridge
Josie, Steven, Olivia & Maisie Snowden
Derek & Barbara Cole
June Linsell
Magdalene Chandler
Hilda Woodhead
Pat & John Swatton
Debbie, Samantha & Matthew Vettesse
Kay Curtis
Colin, Lucy, Freya, Lola & Leeam Curtis
Nicola, Matthew, Callum & Jamie Smy
David, Lisa, Isle & Neave Curtis
Elaine & Jon Ellis
Norman Chapman
Eamonn, Cathy & Ursula Harvey

Welcome to ‘your page’
Full of fun, activities to enjoy
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JAM

Want to hear more about Jesus? Come along to
our ‘JAM’ sessions. Kids of all ages welcome!
Jesus and Me Sunday 13 and 27 August – At 10.00 am
13

In Our Special Prayers
Ann Colley
Pam’s Grandson Joshua
David Dutson

Penny Batho
Doreen Thomas

Funerals
Wednesday 26 July

Felix Fryer
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SUFFOLK HISTORIC CHURCHES TRUST

37TH RIDE AND STRIDE – 9 SEPTEMBER 2017, 9 am to 5 pm
Suffolk started the sponsored Bike Ride in 1982. Since then the event has grown
steadily and in 2017 at least 33 counties, including those adjoining Suffolk, will take
part on 9 September. This means that cyclists and walkers may cross county
boundaries and their sponsor forms will be signed in the same way. Now there’s a
challenge for someone – our parish is on the very eastern edge of the county and
equidistant from both the Norfolk and Essex borders!
As well as cyclists and walkers getting sponsorship, recorders in churches can also
seek sponsorship if they wish. To make sure everyone can find our church we have
been given distinctive yellow balloons which will highlight the whereabouts of all the
churches and chapels taking part this year.
By tradition we have always offered cold drinks, biscuits and sweets to our visitors.
As well as this the PCC has agreed to take part this year as a Bike and Bake church.
Cakes and biscuits etc. will be offered for sale on the day of the Bike ride. Any money
raised from this will be kept by our church. The sponsor money is passed to the
Suffolk Historic Churches Trust and they return half of this to each participant’s
nominated place of worship. Sponsor forms, lists of places of worship and a sign-up
list for recorders are now available in church.
Pat Carter

CANCER RESEARCH UK
For the sixth year running, a street collection was held in Leiston on Saturday 8 July
to raise money for Cancer Research UK. Collections also took place in Aldeburgh
and Saxmundham on the same day. The total collected in the three towns was
£1.322 40 – a magnificent amount. The sum raised in Leiston was £309 87. My
thanks and those of the area organiser, Jo Mayhew of Knodishall, as always, to the
Leiston collectors and contributors. The collection next year will be on 28 July.
Pat Carter
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TOMORROW STARTS WITHOUT ME
When tomorrow starts without me
And I’m not here to see
If the sun should rise and find your eyes
All filled with tears for me
I wish you wouldn’t cry
The way you did today
While thinking of the many things
We did not get to say
I know how much you love me
As much as I love you
Each time that you think of me
I know you will miss me too
When tomorrow starts without me
Please try to understand
That an angel came and called my name
And took me by the hand
The angel said my place was ready
In heaven far above
And that I would have to leave behind
All those I dearly love
But when I walked through Heaven’s Gates
I felt so much at home
When God looked down and smiled at me
From his golden throne
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He said this is Eternity
And all I promised you
Today for life on earth is done
But here it starts anew
I promise no tomorrow
For today will always last
And since each day is the exact same way
There is no longing for the past
So when tomorrow starts without me
Do not think we are apart
For every time you think of me
Remember I’m right here in your heart

We thank Thee our Father
That our loved ones who have gone
From our sight are in Thy keeping
Help us to leave them there in
Perfect trust, because Thou dost love
Them and us with infinite love
Grant that we may learn to know
Thee better so that we may meet them
Again in Thy Presence through faith in
Him who loved us and gave Himself for us
Jesus Christ our Saviour
Amen
17

ST MARGARET’S REVIEW – FEBRUARY 1942
Betty recently came across this old magazine and thought readers would be
interested in some of the contents. There were 28 businesses advertising in the
magazine at that time (only one business now exists).
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JAM SUNDAY SCHOOL
On Sunday 9 July JAM
Sunday School discussed the ways that
we communicate with
each other and the
way
that
we
communicate
with
God. They made some
prayer
pillowcases
with a bedtime side
and a morning side.
The idea is that when
the children wake up
in
the
morning
they will turn
their
pillows over. The
bedtime side has
"Watch over me as I
sleep, sweet Lord
Jesus." and a picture of a rainbow. The morning side has "Rise and shine, give God
the glory, glory, children of the Lord." and a picture of the sun.

They also made some prayer pebbles and little trays to stand them on.
Linda Hawes
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AFTERNOON TEA IN AN ENGLISH SEASIDE GARDEN
On Monday 17 July members of the Ladies Group made their second visit of the year
to Sizewell. This time, at the invitation of member Sue Hawkes, we met in her
beautiful garden to share afternoon tea. It was a beautiful day, the sun shone
strongly and the sky was blue. Luckily Sue and Anthony had put up their large cotton
gazebo so we had somewhere to get out of the sun if we wished. Sue had a large
assortment of hats so if anyone had not brought their own they were able to make
their choice from some very elegant hats – no need for a hat made from serviettes
this time, Jill!

Sue and members of the group had provided food and drinks and there was a large
selection of both for us to enjoy. Salmon sandwiches, sausage rolls, chocolate cake,
cheese straws and scones with strawberries and cream. A lovely garden to sit in,
good friends to talk to, a super warm day, what more could we want? Although there
were lots of people walking past and cars going in and out of the car park it was very
peaceful in the garden. A restful way to spend a summer afternoon.
Our next meeting will be our Annual General Meeting in church on Monday 18
September at 2 15 pm.
Pat Carter
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PATRONAL FESTIVAL
On Sunday 23rd July we celebrated our Patronal Festival. During the service we
remembered our patron saint St. Margaret of Antioch. JAM Sunday School learnt
about the story of St. Margaret which included how she was swallowed by the
Devil disguised as a dragon. They made some dragon models. After the service about
30 members of the congregation enjoyed a 'Bring & Share Lunch', which included
some very tasty homemade pie and quiche, naughty puddings and a healthy
fresh fruit salad. Linda Hawes
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St. Margaret of Antioch

Parish Church of Leiston-cum-Sizewell
Church Road, Leiston, Suffolk IP16 4HG
______________________________________________________________
NOTICE: Items for September’s magazine
Please note that all articles, adverts etc. will need to be submitted to Marian
Peskett by 18 August for inclusion in the September Magazine. Thank you.
Email: t.peskett@sky.com
The Parish Magazine is available from St Margaret’s Church or Margaret’s Shop. Delivery can be
arranged.

Keep up to date with all Church Events
By visiting our own website
www.stmargaretschurchleiston.onesuffolk.net
How to Find Us
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