ST MARGARET’S
Parish Church for Leiston-cum-Sizewell

CHRISTMAS BLESSINGS
TO ALL OUR READERS
DECEMBER 2020
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SERVICES ON SUNDAYS AT ST MARGARET’S CHURCH
10 am Holy Communion (Said service)

All welcome

In addition to these services, recorded services with members of
the church leading prayers, giving Bible readings and a Homily are
available via the internet. If you wish to receive these services
please contact the Vicar.
CONTACT US
Priest in Charge: Reverend Richard Finch: T.830421
The Vicarage, Church Road, Leiston E.vicarleiston@gmail.com
Associate Priest: Reverend Morag Finch
Reader: Mr Bernard Smith: 3 Daneway Gardens, Leiston T.830105
Lay Elders:
Mrs Pat Carter, 42 Haylings Road, Leiston T.831852
Mrs Sandra Harle: 4 Lime Tree Avenue, Leiston T. 833578
Church Wardens:
Mrs Pat Carter: 42 Haylings Road, Leiston T.831852
One Vacancy
PCC Treasurer: Mrs Sandra Harle: 4 Lime Tree Avenue, Leiston T. 833578
PCC Secretary: Mrs Pat Carter, 42 Haylings Road, Leiston T.831852
‘JAM’ (Jesus & Me) Sunday School Leader: Mrs Sandra Ellis T.832168
Organist & Choir Master: Mr Matthew Merrett
Deanery Synod Representatives:
Vaughan Windle, 21 Eastward Ho T. 833988
One Vacancy
Resident Retired Priests:
Reverend Richard Ellis: 9 Kings Road, Leiston T.832168
Reverend Pauline Florance: 1 Woodlands, Leiston T.768124
Reverend Jim Florance: 1 Woodlands, Leiston T.768124
Website Editor: Mrs Maureen Fox T.830929
Magazine Editor: Mrs Pat Carter T.831852 Email: pm42carter@gmail.com
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Expect the unexpected …
This year is a year of the unexpected. We did not know a year ago that
there would be a pandemic in 2020. Now we are still living in the
pandemic. I write this letter in mid-November, we are in high
restrictions – minimising contact in order to reduce transmission of the
Covid-19 virus. In December we might have a change in the restrictions
but at this moment I don’t know for certain.
We have had to get used to living with the unexpected. With changes
to the way we live and interact with others. I have had to learn some
new skills, including; online video calls and video editing. We may have
had to change the way we work. We have come to expect the
unexpected …
It has always been the case that our lives can change, unexpected
events do happen, it just seems that this year we have had to expect
changes on a frequent basis. When we read the accounts of the birth
of Jesus Christ in the gospels of Matthew and Luke they start with the
unexpected. Mary does not expect to see an angel and hear the news
that she will give birth to the son of God.
God is with us in unexpected times, in times of uncertainty. Hope in
God can help to reduce fear and anxiety of the unexpected. We learn
of this hope from other people and from the accounts in the Bible.
Hope in God helped Mary overcome her fear and have trust that all will
be well.
This year worship in St Margaret’s Church and in the community will be
different. I can’t tell you now what we will be doing in church – watch
out for news nearer the time. I can tell you of two things that we are
preparing. Firstly, a retelling of the Christmas story, broken into small
chunks, one for each day of Advent. These will be told, by video, by
many members of our congregation and shared via email and the
church Facebook page. Secondly, there will be a display in the East of
England Co-op Funeral Services window, in Sizewell Road, Leiston. We
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shall be using the Nativity figures made by Liz Outten and stars made
by children at the Primary School.
As we live today and look forward for tomorrow may we have hope
and peace.
This is one of the prayers that we use on Advent Sunday O Lord our God,
make us watchful and keep us faithful
as we await the coming of your Son our Lord;
that, when he shall appear,
he may not find us sleeping in sin
but active in his service
and joyful in his praise;
through Jesus Christ our Lord
May you have a peaceful Advent and joyful Christmas.
Yours, in Christ. Rev Richard Finch

Pondering Prayer
In his first book Reflections on the Psalms CS Lewis writes, “the most
valuable thing the Psalms do for me is to express the same delight in God
which made David dance.” David being King David who is said to have
written many of the Psalms. We can understand what Lewis meant as we
read the excitement and words of praise that many of these wonderful
poems contain. But sadly I also fear that for some the faith, purpose and
feeling of the Psalmist remains unseen and unfelt when read or sung in
churches.
Having spent time at a religious college where Matins and Evensong were
sung daily meant going through the whole Psalter once a month. I admit
that at first I took a couple of weeks to get used to the discipline although
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the actual singing of Psalms to Gregorian Chant helped to quickly bring the
joy into the praising and thanksgiving that the words give to the worship of
God. I then settled down quickly to the daily routine appreciating the
services and accepting that the words written millenniums before were as
relevant to our lives today as they were to the Psalmist.
Singing of the Psalms is no longer widespread in churches Matins and
Evensong no longer mainstream services, unless you live near a cathedral
perhaps, which I think is a great shame.
There are many Psalms I particularly love and hope to talk about each of
these over time. The one I have chosen for this month is Psalm 107 which
for many years I have found conducive to prayer and often helps me find the
words to say to our Heavenly Father when I cannot always bring the words
to mind myself. The 1st verse alone is so full of meaning:
“It is good to give thanks to the Lord for His love endures forever.”
If you ever needed to be reminded that God is Love (1John:7ff) that verse is
a good start. No matter what is happening in our lives, good or not so good,
we are reminded that the Spirit of God, the Spirit of Love, remains with us
ready to strengthen and refresh us.
As with so many of the Psalms written by the early Israelites 107 mirrors
much and more of what we read in the Old Testament. The pain that they
suffered, their achievements, their hopes and their fears; of God as a creator
and God who would help them and to whom the Psalmist is so grateful. It
encourages us to look back over our own lives and to see how the love of
God was always with us although we may not have noticed it at the time.
We pray: Holy God, when our memories blot out your kindness and we
ignore your patient love, remember us, remake us, and help us to understand
the rich inheritance of Jesus Christ our Lord which you offer to us all. Amen
Br. Christian
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A PARTRIDGE IN A PEAR TREE
There is one Christmas Carol that has always baffled me.
What in the world do leaping lords, French hens, swimming swans and especially
the partridge who won‟t come out of the pear tree, have to do with Christmas? This
week, I found out.
From 1558 until 1829 Roman Catholics in England were not permitted to practise
their faith openly. Someone during that era wrote this carol as a catechism song for
young Catholics.
It has two levels of meaning: the surface meaning plus a hidden meaning known
only to members of their church. Each element in the carol has a code word for a
religious reality which children could remember.

*The partridge in a pear tree was Jesus Christ
*Two turtle doves were the Old and New Testaments
*Three French hens stood for faith, hope and love
*The four calling birds were the four Gospels of Matthew,
Mark, Luke and John
*The five golden rings recall the Torah or Law, the first five
books of the Old Testament
*The six geese a-laying stood for the six days of creation
*Seven swans a-swimming represented the sevenfold gifts
of the Holy Spirit – Prophesy, Serving, Teaching,
Exhortation, Contribution, Leadership and Mercy
*The eight maids a-milking were the eight beatitudes
*Nine ladies dancing were the nine fruits of the Holy Spirit – Love, Joy,
Peace, Patience, Kindness, Goodness, Faithfulness, Gentleness and Self
Control
*The ten lords a-leaping were the Ten Commandments
*The eleven pipers piping stood for the eleven faithful disciples
*The twelve drummers drumming symbolised the twelve points of belief in
the Apostles‟ Creed
So, there is your history for today. This knowledge was shared with me and I found
it interesting and enlightening and now I know how that strange song
became a Christmas Carol ..... so pass it on if you wish.
Merry (Twelve Days of) Christmas Everyone – and remember, the Twelve Days of
Christmas are the twelve days following 25 December. The Christmas Season runs
until Epiphany 6 January.

(Contributed by Eileen)
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THE ROYAL BRITISH LEGION POPPY APPEAL 2020
This year the Poppy Appeal was very different from that held in previous years. No
house-to-house collections or collecting in the street this year because this could not
be done whilst undertaking social distancing. The Leiston branch of the East of
England Co-op as always welcomed our collectors and did all they could to help.
th
th
st
th
th
People were ready to collect donations on 29 , 30 and 31 October and 5 , 6 and
th
7 November. All went well in the first week and everyone was very generous.
th
However a second lockdown was imposed from Thursday 5 November meaning we
could not be in the Co-op as collecting for the Appeal was not visiting the doctor,
going to work, attending school, doing essential shopping – all things deemed
permissible by HM Government.
nd

On Monday 2 I visited the Manager and asked if we could change our dates and
rd
th
collect 3 and 4 November instead and he gave his permission. I put up posters
th
where I could, advising of the change in date. Apologies to those who came on 5 ,
th th
6 ,7 November to get poppies – I had no wish for the volunteers to be fined for
breaking lockdown.
Several people who missed our collection days in the Co-op popped their donations
in an envelope and put it through my letterbox. Some were able to donate online.
Organisations made donations for wreaths which were paraded through the town
and placed at the War Memorial on Remembrance Sunday. I am told that as the
parade went past the houses people stood on their doorsteps or in their front
gardens and applauded as the parade went past. The wreath laying was followed by
a short open air service around the Memorial.
The total sum collected for the Poppy Appeal so far is £3070 46. A very sincere
THANK YOU to everyone for supporting The Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal.
Pat Carter, Local Organiser

LEISTON‟S REMEMBRANCE WINDOWS
You didn’t have to go far in Leiston to find signs residents were supporting the
Poppy Appeal. Many windows had poppies in them. Shops too had displays. Here
is one shop and one house I saw.
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And Alde Valley Academy had an excellent display too. Each of the letters of
Lest We Forget was made up from pictures relevant to the theme of the
Poppy Appeal.
************************************************************************
LIZ OUTTEN

The above shepherds (and sheep) are part of the lovely Nativity and
Epiphany figures made for St Margaret‟s Church by the very talented Liz
Outten. We received them in time to display them in the church last
Christmas. This year, as Richard says in his letter, they are going to be part
of the Christmas display in the East of England Funeral Service window. Liz
was responsible for lots of the lovely sewn items we had to sell in Margaret‟s
shop to support the church. She also made the St Margaret‟s Church table
cloth we use for raffles etc. Sadly Liz died recently. She will be missed by so
many people. We send our best wishes to her son and daughter and their
families.
8

9

Welcome to ‘your page’ Activities to enjoy!
This month a word search

HAPPY CHRISTMAS!
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NAME THAT CHRISTMAS CAROL OR SONG
How well do you know your Christmas Carols/songs? The first letter of each word in the first line is given.

1 AIWFCIMTFT....................................................................................................
2 ICUAMC............................................................................................................
3TTDOC................................................................................................................
4 CROAOF ...........................................................................................................
5 FTS.....................................................................................................................
6 WTKOOA............................................................................................................
7 IBTLOLLC...........................................................................................................
8 TFN ....................................................................................................................
9 RATCT ...............................................................................................................
10 DDMOH ...........................................................................................................
11 WCIT ...............................................................................................................
12 IWICBCED ......................................................................................................
13 TLDB ..............................................................................................................
14 ISTSCSI .........................................................................................................
15 DTKIC ............................................................................................................
16 HTHAS ..........................................................................................................
17 GKW ..............................................................................................................
18 OCAYF ..........................................................................................................
19 WSWTFBN ....................................................................................................
20 ISMKSC ........................................................................................................

ANSWERS TO NOVEMBER QUIZ
1 Salem
2 David 3 Exodus 4 Wisdom 5 Gideon 6 In the beginning
7 Carry the cross of Jesus 8 Revelation 9 Seth 10 River Jordan 11 Cana
12 The Ten Commandments 13 Jochebed 14 Leviticus 15 Salome
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PLEASE NOTE Andrew Hawes no longer uses Mobile number 07521476294

CARLTON FOOTCARE
Sarah Shingfield Foot Health Practitioner MCFHP MAFHP
Offering
OfferingClinic
Clinicvisits
visitsor
orHome
Homevisits
visits
Call
CallSarah
Sarahonon07725215856
07725215856
DECEMBER
Has own clinic in Carlton, Saxmundham or happy to visit in client’s home
Fully insured, DBS checked and registered member of
British Association of Foot Health Professionals
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MAGAZINE SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR 2021
Many thanks to everyone who has bought the Parish Magazine in
2020.We are most grateful for your support of St. Margaret’s and
its outreach work both in our local community and further afield,
especially during such a challenging year for us all.
The price of the magazine has not increased for six years but,
during that time, our printing costs have risen considerably. This
means that, with regret, we will have to increase the magazine
price to £1.25, making 2021’s yearly subscription £15 instead of
£12. We hope you will agree that the magazine is an interesting
and informative read, and well worth the extra cost!
If you would like to continue, or start, subscribing to the St.
Margaret’s Church Magazine we will be collecting subscriptions
for 2021 during January. This will be via a payment envelope
which will be enclosed in January’s edition of the magazine.
Please enclose your £15.00 annual subscription in the envelope
provided and then return it either to the person who delivers
your magazine, to church or directly to Sandra Harle, church
treasurer, at 4 Lime Tree Avenue. Cash or cheques are both
welcome - cheques must be made payable to ‘Leiston PCC’.
Many thanks again for your continued support of the St.
Margaret’s Parish Magazine.
Sandra Harle
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ST MARGARET‟S CHURCH TOWER LIGHTS UP
During November the lighting of the Church
Tower was sponsored on:

Thursday 19th
For John Geater, who left us one year ago
today. Much loved husband of June, dad of
Susan and Steven, grandfather and great
grandfather
Sunday 22nd
In loving memory of Paul Snowden on his
birthday

*If you would like to mark a special occasion by sponsoring the lighting of the Church
Tower for a donation of £5 per day, please write the details in the diary provided in
church, then place the completed payment envelope in the wall safe. Many thanks.
*If you would like to arrange to light the tower during the lockdown period, please
contact Sandra (contact details page 2)

Special Prayers
David

Funerals
Monday 22 October 2020

Gerald William Packard (Seven Hills)

Wednesday 25 November 2020

Peter Charles Essex
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LINK TO HOPE – FAMILY & ELDERLY SHOEBOX APPEAL

A very big THANK YOU to everyone who contributed to this year's Shoebox Appeal,
either by filling boxes or by donating items. Despite the difficult times we find
ourselves in, church members and friends managed to fill a total of 18 shoeboxes
this year. Following our morning service on Sunday 1st November the boxes were
blessed by Revd. Richard Finch. They were then dropped off at a local collection
point in Hadleigh – just a day before lockdown started! Also, due to several
generous cash contributions, we have been able to send a £60 donation to the
charity.
The boxes will be delivered to families in Eastern Europe, who are going through
some very tough times. Here in the UK we have had a challenging year but just
imagine how we would have felt in the same position without heat, food or
medicine to ease the situation. More information, including wonderful pictures of
people who have received boxes in the past, can be found on the charity’s website

www.linktohope.co.uk
With thanks again for your generosity and support.
Sandra Harle.
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God is our refuge and strength, always ready to help in times of trouble.
Psalm 46:1 I New Living Translation
Last month we shared with you that we have been looking for a bungalow. At that time we
thought we knew where we might be living, although Jim wisely cautioned that we should not
say where that was until we had completion of the sale. If I mentioned anything to anyone, he
was sure to say, “We haven‟t got it yet!”
th

Imagine our shock when on 5 November, our solicitor advised us to withdraw from the
purchase because of complications with the lease! That very morning I had read the verse at
top of the page, and the words, “always ready” stood out as I read them. I am often amazed
at how the Holy Spirit brings to us just the right word when we need it. Those words, „always
ready‟ gave me such confidence. I am not a nuisance coming to God with yet another need.
He isn‟t waiting to chide me if things go wrong. He is always ready to help in times of trouble.
We had of course prayed much about the way forward and we can only thank the Lord for
such wise guidance. We took our solicitor‟s advice and searched the internet once again. By
this time there were only two bungalows available within our price range. The following day
we viewed both and put an offer in on one of them. The Estate Agent warned us that there
needed to be agreement between three siblings, who had inherited the property, so it may
take some time to contact them all. We were so delighted to receive a „phone call a couple of
hours later, to let us know that our offer had been accepted.
The psalmist continues in Psalm 46 “So we will not fear when earthquakes come .... The Lord
of heaven‟s armies is here among us. The God of Israel is our fortress .....Be still and know
that I am God.” Of course, it is only natural to be afraid when danger is present. It helps me
to focus on using my will and determination to trust the Lords to outweigh the emotional
reaction, which is only to be expected. Being still and knowing, deeply believe, that God is in
this situation with me, helps me to shift from the fear to the assurance, that the God of
Heaven‟s armies is with his people.
As Jim and I prepare to move to living on one level, which is going to make life much easier
from a physical point of view, we find ourselves thinking about the ten years we have spent as
members of St Margaret‟s. We are grateful for the loving welcome we received and the
beautiful worship space God led us to in September 2010. We are grateful for the joys we
have shared and also the privilege of sharing in the heartaches as well. Collectively, we have
experienced so many answers to prayer. We have welcomed new people into the fellowship
of our church and we have sadly said farewell to others, some who have gone before us and
are part of the great cloud of witnesses we read of in Hebrews 12.
I firmly believe that the time we spend with one another creates a bond, which results in us
taking something you have built into our lives, with us and equally means that we leave
something of ourselves behind with you. Our situation is very fluid at the moment and we are
not sure whether we will still be living in Leiston by Christmas. Wherever we will be, we wish
you God‟s rich blessing. How good it is to remember, that Jesus is the reason for the season,
and whatever restrictions we may or may not face, the loving presence of the Lord in our
homes and our hearts cannot be taken from us.
Revd. Pauline Florance
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DECEMBER
When you read this I‟m hoping we are out of another lockdown and able to look forward to
Christmas without having to check on numbers who can come to visit and we can look forward
to meeting family again. Over the years Leiston has done so much to help the people into the
Christmas spirit. Going back over the years we had a late night shopping event based on a
different theme every year. One time it was a Victorian evening when staff were dressed up,
windows decorated, mince pies, sausage rolls etc., given out in the shops. Different stalls in
the street and a big roundabout on what was the Black Horse car park, money raised was
given to the Round Table Charity. Father Christmas was walking about much to the delight of
the younger children. Down the road opposite Barclays Bank stood a Christmas tree all lit up
and the Post Office Square ready for the Carol Service a few days later.
Over the years we‟ve had volunteers put up lights, variety shows and the pantomime which
has got better every year, so much talent by the youngsters, the lovely scenery. It is well
known over the county and will be missed so much this year. Wayne Burns has done so
much and one year the ice skating and stalls on the car park was another lovely evening. The
Craft Market at Aldringham was another place to get gifts from, open all year with unusual
gifts to buy, but at Christmas there was a lovely decorated tree and for two Sundays before
Christmas you were greeted with Mulled wine and mince pies.
There was a little separate shed full of pictures painted by local artists: local scenes, animals,
flowers, it was so relaxing. It was a place to visit all year round, people would come from
London just to get presents for people. It was sad when it closed. So all we do at the moment
is think about the good times.
The papers are saying Christmas is cancelled this year but it never will be because we
celebrate the birth of Jesus and that is Christmas. Hope you enjoy a good Christmas and we
soon get back to normal. Keep well and safe.
MARGARET CLARKE
*******************************************

WITH CLOUDS DESCENDING by DAVID LOWE
The humorous and somewhat naughty story of a Cleric’s
ancestors
Many of you will remember David Lowe, one of our
previous Vicars. He has now written a book, illustrated
by Simon Merrett. Set in Ampthill, Bedfordshire, it is the
story of the Low family told by a priest who is himself part
of the Low clan, and presented as if he were the rector of
Ampthill. This semi-autobiographical book is set 130
years in the past and is mainly based on real events
inspired from the diaries of the author that he has kept for
twenty-five years (1984-2019).
If you would like to purchase a copy (£7 99p) please
email Simon at the5merretts@gmail.com

17

ODE TO COVID
Well how are you getting on, how have you been
All keeping safe from Covid 19?
As our rulers all scramble to make us all free
Do they know any better than you or me?
"Follow the science" - but where will it go?
Our brain-fuddled leaders just don't seem to know
A new set of rules for each day of the week
And the government think-tank has sprung a big leak.
All back to work now - No! all stay indoors
I'll sit in my garden and you sit in yours
We'll shout to each other over the fence
And see if between us it makes any sense.
The gloomy-faced boffins are back on our screen
I try very hard to work out what they mean
With their forecasts of doom and their furrowed deep frown
Their shaking of heads and their graphs upside-down.
We cannot do much that seems to be fun
Can't go to the cafe for tea and a bun
The churches are closed and we all wonder why
Our prayers might not work, but at least we could try.
Eat Out to Help Out just made us all fat
Bad for our health so we cannot have that.
The tracking and tracing systems all lost us
Is it York testing we go to, or should it be Gloucester's?
There's one or two things they've not managed to stop
So on with our nosebags and off to the shop!
But many are shut down when we get there
While in some of the others the shelves are stripped bare.
But wait - when you thought it could only get worse
A blessing emerges from the everyday curse
Some wonderful people at work in a lab
Come out to tell us they've developed a jab
It's early days yet, and we all must take care
But a few weeks from now all may be set fair
So I will take the risk of concluding this rhyme
By wishing you all - a good Christmas time!
Peter Roberts
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ST. MARGARET’S CHURCH FAMILY
INTERCESSION PRAYERS FOR DECEMBER 2020
Dear Friends
December’s magazine continues to focus on monthly prayer time, with the St
Margaret’s Church family group for this month as shown below. There are three
family groups with each one appearing in the magazine every three months.
However, you remain in our thoughts and prayers always.
If you would like to be included in our family monthly prayers, or have any queries
please email stmargaretsleiston@gmail.com. If you feel you would prefer to be
remembered in a particular month then please let us know. Also, if you have a
specific need for additional prayer time then please let us know and we will add you
to our ‘special prayers’ section.

In our Church Family Prayers

Richard & Sandra Ellis
Kevin, Jess & Oliver Ellis
Christopher, Anna and Ada Ellis
Michael, Anika, Darcey & Jack Ellis
James & Kristi Ellis
Chris & Elspeth Gonin
Basil & Jean Jenkyns
Jill Mower
Sue Watt
June Geater
Sue Geater
Ron & Diana Geater
Doreen Bardwell
Sandra, Philip, Ellie & Laura Harle
Daphne & Terri Roper
Pam Bloomfield
Graham, Sylvia, Linda & Susan Hawes

Mary, Simon, Archie & Edward Reading
Valerie and Maurice Allchin
Charlmaine, Lee, Luke & Liam Wright
Olive Wilson
Vaughan & Jenny Windle
Liz Mills
Jean Crowter
Colin & Penny Tipple
Barbara Moss
Tom & Nona Wadsell-Campbell
Stephen & Claire Miles
Emily, Rob & Joel Oxborrow
Eileen Griffiths
David & Lynn Bailey
Kirsty, Shane, Ceylon, AJ & Logan Stone
Kathryn, Grace & Eve Phillips-Last
Ann Woods

19

St Margaret of Antioch

Parish Church of Leiston-cum-Sizewell
Church Road, Leiston, Suffolk IP16 4HG
NOTICE: Items for January’s magazine
Please note that all articles, adverts etc. will need to be submitted to Pat
Carter by 18 December for inclusion in the January Magazine. Thank you.
Email: pm42carter@gmail.com
The Parish Magazine is available from St Margaret’s Church. Delivery can be
arranged.

Keep up to date with all Church Events
By visiting our own website
www.stmargaretschurchleiston.onesuffolk.net
How to Find Us

20

