ST MARGARET’S
Parish Church for Leiston-cum-Sizewell

For unto us a child is born...~ Isaiah 9:6
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CHURCH SERVICES
SUNDAY 3 DECEMBER
9.00 HOLY COMMUNION SERVICE
10.30 FAMILY PRAISE & WORSHIP SERVICE

SUNDAY 10 DECEMBER
10.00 PARISH EUCHARIST SERVICE & J.A.M. SUNDAY SCHOOL
4.00 CAROLS AND CANDLES

SUNDAY 17 DECEMBER
10.00 ’WELCOME TO THE TABLE’ FAMILY HOLY COMMUNION SERVICE

SUNDAY 24 DECEMBER
10.00 PARISH EUCHARIST SERVICE & J.A.M. SUNDAY SCHOOL
4.00 CRIB SERVICE

MONDAY 25 DECEMBER
10.00 CHRISTMAS DAY SERVICE

SUNDAY 31 DECEMBER
10.00 PARISH EUCHARIST SERVICE & J.A.M. SUNDAY SCHOOL

CONTACT US
Priest in Charge: Vacancy
Reader: Mr Bernard Smith: 3 Daneway Gardens, Leiston T.830105
Lay Elders:
Mrs Pat Carter, 42 Haylings Road, Leiston T.831852
Mrs Sandra Harle: 4 Lime Tree Avenue, Leiston T. 833578
Church Wardens:
Mrs Pat Carter: 42 Haylings Road, Leiston T.831852
Mr Peter Roberts, Meadowcroft, East Green, Kelsale T.603772
PCC Treasurer: Mrs Sandra Harle: 4 Lime Tree Avenue, Leiston T. 833578
PCC Secretary: Mrs Pat Carter, 42 Haylings Road, Leiston T.831852
‘JAM’ (Jesus & Me) Sunday School Leader: Mrs Sandra Ellis T.832168
Director of Music: Mr Jonathan Williams T.604733
Deanery Synod Representatives:
Miss Rosemary Gale T.832105
Mr Simon Merrett T.830900
Resident Retired Priests:
Reverend Richard Ellis: 9 Kings Road, Leiston T.832168,
Reverend Pauline Florance: 1 Woodlands, Leiston T.768124
Reverend Jim Florance: 1 Woodlands, Leiston T.768124
Website Editor: Mrs Kathryn Williams T.604733
Magazine Editor: Mrs Marian Peskett: T.833537 Email: t.peskett@sky.com
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A MESSAGE FOR CHRISTMAS
It is exactly 6 weeks to Christmas Eve as I begin to write. The signs of Christmas at
this time are few and far between. Yesterday Patsy cleaned the brasses and as she
returned them to their normal resting places added a small colourful Christmas tree
to the mantelpiece and a small cardboard tree with little trinkets hanging from it on
a coffee table. Outside the trees still have most of their autumn colours although the
leaves are beginning to fall. And today is Armistice Sunday another indicator that
Christmas is perhaps not too far off. It also reminds me of the Christmas day in 1914
when there was an unofficial Christmas truce during the First World War and soldiers
from both sides got together swopped chocolate and apparently played some soccer.
On television the bombardment of sophisticated adverts has begun. I have to admit
that I’ve taken a liking to the Paddington advert, perhaps because I saw the 2014
Paddington film in October when we were visiting Aaron in New York. Unlike St Paul
I have not entirely given up childish things! However I did finally give up leaving a
pillow case at the end of the bed, when I was around 16 from memory. Trying to get
back the child’s love of Christmas morning I tentatively put the pillow case at the end
of the bed and then went to sleep. I awoke next morning and lo and behold the
pillowcase was bulging. I blindly placed my hand inside……. Then quickly took it out
again as it was full of holly. The wonderful humour of family! In fairness though there
was an orange in the pillowcase.
The meaning of Christmas is to celebrate the birth of our Lord and Saviour Jesus when
we remember his lowly birth in a stable because the inns were all full. According to
Matthew’s gospel Jesus was given 3 presents by the wise men, who visited from the
east, gold, frankincense and myrrh. Gifts commonly given to kings at that period in
history. Gold for riches, frankincense a perfume and myrrh an anointing oil. (see
Isaiah 60 v 6).
Have you ever wondered why it is called Christ – mas. Jesus was also known as the
Christ (Messiah) as most people are aware, but what of Mas (Mass). Perhaps not so
easy if you are not a Catholic or regular churchgoer. The Mass is another name for
the Eucharist or Communion Service we have at St Margaret’s Church each Sunday
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morning; a service of thanksgiving for the sacrifice Jesus made by dying in our stead
on that cross on Calvary. (But that is the story for Easter).
The early church grew within the Roman Empire and the Roman language was Latin.
“Mass” is an English rendering of the Latin term “missa.” In Latin the Mass ends with
“Ite missa est,” which translated into English means “Go, it is sent,” the “it” being the
Church. From the Latin word “missa” comes the English word “dismiss.” So “Mass”
means “dismissal.” At the end of the Eucharist the service ends with the words, “Go
in Peace to love and serve the Lord.”
There is nothing wrong in giving presents at Christmas or any other time. It can bring
much joy and happiness. But it is good to remember that Christmas means, “Go out
into the world and serve Christ.” Jesus said. “This is my command: Love each other.”
(John 15.v17
Have a happy, joyful and loving Christmas.
Bernard

MAGAZINE SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR 2018
Many thanks to everyone who has bought the Parish Magazine during 2017. We are
most grateful for your support of St. Margaret’s and its outreach work both in our
local community and further afield.
If you would like to continue, or start, subscribing to the St. Margaret’s Church
Magazine we will be collecting subscriptions for 2018 during January. This will be via
a payment envelope which will be enclosed in January’s edition of the magazine.
Please enclose your £12.00 annual subscription in the envelope provided and then
return it either to the person who delivers your magazine, to Margaret’s Shop or
directly to Sandra Harle, church treasurer. Cash or cheques are both welcome cheques must be made payable to ‘Leiston PCC’.
Many thanks again for your continued support of the St. Margaret’s Parish Magazine.
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ST. MARGARET’S CHURCH TOWER LIGHTS UP

During November the lighting of the Church Tower was sponsored on:
Tuesday 7 November
For Janet Buck on the occasion of the internment of her ashes with her husband
Charlie on what would have been his 93rd birthday.
With love – Carol, Elaine, Paul and families
Wednesday 22 November
In memory of Paul Snowden’s birthday

If you’d like to mark a special occasion by sponsoring the lighting of the Church Tower for a
donation of £5 per day, please write the details in the diary provided in church, then put the
completed payment envelope in the wall safe. Many thanks.
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Pondering Prayer
“The people who walked in darkness will see a great light.”
Isaiah 9:2
In our northern hemisphere Advent is associated with the time of year,
during which the days grow shorter, and therefore with increasingly
colder and gloomy weather. It is only right at such a time to want to enter
into the warm and welcoming presence of the Lord, with Jesus the Light
of the world at the heart of all we do. There are busy days ahead, so I
invite you to use the simple form of intercession below to reach out in
prayer.

Pray for the homeless:-

An Advent Intercession

Christ, who was born in a stable,
give courage to all who are homeless.
In your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Pray for the thousands of refugees across our world;Christ, who fled into Egypt,
give comfort to all refugees.
In your mercy
hear our prayer

Pray for all agencies seeking to meet the needs of the hungry:Christ who fasted in the desert,
give relief to all who are starving.
In your mercy,
hear our prayer.
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Pray for all who are falsely accused and for those working with
prisoners;Christ who hung in agony on the Cross,
give strength to all who suffer.
In your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Pray for all who are weary and carry heavy burdens.
Christ who died to save us,
give us your forgiveness.
In your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Heal us today, and use us in your loving purpose,
Revd. Pauline Florance

THE CHILDREN’S SOCIETY COFFEE MORNING
Our coffee morning held on Saturday 11 November 2017 was again most
successful. After costs, the amount we raised on the day was £1,429.29p and that
figure doesn’t include the income from the sale of Christmas cards and any further
donations which is on-going.
The greatest thanks must go to our stoic committee who never stop planning,
making, baking and giving; our friends, family and neighbours who are always digging
deep into their pockets; our supporters who always come along and, most
importantly, Parish magazines, newspapers and websites who always seem to find a
space for our notices. We are grateful - as are the children and young people we
strive to help.
Lorraine Lloyd
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PSALM 95. 1-7
1. O come let us sing to the Lord: let us heartily rejoice in the rock of our
salvation.
2. Let us into his presence with thanksgiving and be glad in him with psalms.
3. For the Lord is a great God and a great king above all gods.
4. In his hand are the depths of the earth and the heights of the mountains
are his also.
5. The sea is his, for he made it, and his hands have moulded the dry land.
6. Come let us worship and bow down and kneel before the Lord our Maker.
7. For he is our God; we are the people of his pasture and sheep of his hand.
Of all the psalms this one has special memories for me. When I was at King’s College
London, preparing for the ministry, each morning the whole College was invited to
attend matins and to sing this psalm. It is has a special place in the order for Morning
Prayer in the Book of Common Prayer. So like the psalm we had for last month, it is
a psalm of worship, a theme which is appropriate to the Christmas Season. In it the
psalmist reminds us that God is a great King, not only because he is just that, but
because his hands have shaped the earth and the beauty of the mountains as well as
the oceans of the world which have been drawn to our attention recently by David
Attenborough in Blue Planet II. He has not only drawn attention to the oceans but
the wonders that are part of the depths of the seas.
As Christmas approaches it is one of the times when we are conscious of family life
in its great diversity. As young people appreciate the talents of their grandparents,
the latter in their turn worship God because of their grandchildren. For Christians we
have the Eucharist in which to thank God for himself and the wonders and beauties
of our family life. Sadly this is not true for everyone but at least it is true for many.
Reference:- The People’s Bible Commentary – Donald Coggan - The Bible Reading
Fellowship
Chris Gonin
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GRAVE TALK
My gran, Gladys, was a colourful character, who lived through some turbulent times.
Born in Liverpool in 1894, she raised 10 children (including one born after she was
widowed at 36). After the Second World War, she emigrated to Canada and many
of those children now married with families of their own joined her seeking a new
life in the new world. Which is how I came to be brought up in British Columbia.
Gran flourished in her adopted country filling her days reading tea leaves at the Bon
Ton Café in Vancouver, travelling as far as Montreal, Florida and Alaska on
Greyhound Bus trips and playing piano for the old folks at their weekly get together
in the church centre. ‘Old folks’ was her expression: she was 89 at the time! When,
as a young mum myself, I used to ring her up, she’d tell me she’d had ‘a lovely day’.
It turned out sometimes she’d been to a funeral with her friends, Doris and Sadie.
These funerals were often for people none of the three women knew but they’d read
the announcement in the paper and showed up. ‘Good turnout’ she’d say, ‘Smashing
spread’. At the time I thought it was weird, attending strangers’ funerals but now
with my own senior’s eyes, I can see that the effect for gran and her buddies was that
of normalising death – it became a significant and routine part of their lives. Not that
there was no more grief or sadness or pain attached to death but they had learned
to accept it and, literally, to live with it.
So when I saw a poster for Grave Talk at St Mary’s in Woodbridge, I was intrigued.
Grave Talk is a Church of England initiative, in which churches provide a relaxed
environment with tea, coffee and cakes, for people to explore questions about death
and dying, funerals and loss. The sessions last for about two hours and participants
work in small groups guided by trained facilitators using cards with thoughtprovoking questions to get the conversation started. Questions like what is
important in your life? How would you like to be remembered? What do you think
death means? What music would you like at your funeral? Do you need to make any
plans or choices now? How do you feel about being asked to wear bright colours at
a funeral? The questions are designed for everyone, not just those facing the
immediate prospect of death or who have a relative who is dying. While they aren't
really designed for people who have just been bereaved, inevitably everyone taking
part will probably have to reflect back on our own experiences of loss.
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I have now attended two Grave Talk sessions, both at St Mary’s Woodbridge, and
been privileged to share in conversations with people from a range of backgrounds
and shades of faiths and beliefs – some Christian, others not – exploring the big
questions that we need to face at some point. It’s not easy to think about death but
somehow doing it in a safe, contained group smooths the path a little. Plus, of
course, there are the delicious cakes. As Gran would have said ‘Good turnout.
Smashing spread’.
If you think you might be interested in taking part in a Grave Talk café in Leiston,
please get in touch with me ljc@blueyonder.co.uk
Lesley Cassie

BELL RINGING PRACTICE is held at church every 4th Friday of
the month, 7.30-9.00. All welcome, novices and advanced ringers, or just come
along and see what we do.
Cindy Fitsell

A very big THANK YOU
to
everyone
who
contributed to this
year's Shoebox Appeal
either by filling a box or
by donating items or
money. In the New
Year, we will find out
which country our boxes
have been sent to. Just
another way in which
we, at St. Margaret's,
can send our love and support in a practical way to those in the world who are so
much less fortunate than ourselves. Thanks again.
Sandra
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Welcome to ‘your page’
Full of fun, activities to enjoy
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Happy Christmas from all at St Margaret’s Church

JAM

Want to hear more about Jesus? Come along to
our ‘JAM’ sessions. Kids of all ages welcome!
a
Jesus and Me Sunday 10, 24 and 31 December – At 10.00 am
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ST. MARGARET’S CHURCH FAMILY
INTERCESSION PRAYERS FOR DECEMBER 2017
Dear Friends
December’s magazine continues to focus on monthly prayer time, with the St Margaret’s
Church family group for this month as shown below. There are three family groups with each
one appearing in the magazine every three months. However, you remain in our thoughts
and prayers always.
If you would like to be included in our family monthly prayers, or have any queries please
email stmargaretsleiston@gmail.com. If you feel you would prefer to be remembered in a
particular month then please let us know. Also, if you have a specific need for additional
prayer time then please let us know and we will add you to our ‘special prayers’ section.

In our Church Family Prayers
Martin Phillips-Last
Simon, Sheena, Hannah, Tom & Matt Merrett
Sheila Mckinnon, David & Midge Mckinnon
Phil, Sue, Joshua, Charlotte, Connie & Greg Watson
David & Cindy Fitsell
Emma Fitsell
Paul, Alexander, Aidan, Cory & Amyleigh Fitsell
Jonathan, Kathryn & Joshua Williams
Mike & Lesley Cassie
Vi Matthews
Stephanie Luckhurst
Joan Whale
Paul Espindola
Ann & Peter Essex
Mary Murphy
Terry Ferguson
Jo Tozer
Sue, Dale, Ewan & Cameron Threadkell
Frank & Joan Huxley
Philip, Ian & Susan Huxley
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Magda Chandler
Bruce & Phyllis Songer
Stephen & Gail Southgate
Naomi Kerans
John & Sue Last
Helen Rivett
Judith & Mike Stigwood
Alan, Maureen & Jason Fox
Wayne, Ben & Niamh Fox
Fi Long
Allison King
Luke, Asha & Jai Mewett
Clare & Kane Hambridge
Peter & Jenefer Roberts
Charles & Pauline Stride
Steve, Christine & Nathan James
Derek & Sheila Stiff
Eileen & Sperry Free
Don Bridges

In Our Special Prayers
Margaret Clarke recovering from operation
Judy Foster
Betty in hospital

Noah
Malcolm Briggs

Funerals
Monday 6 November

Doreen Thomas
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CHRISTMAS APPEAL FOR CHRISTIAN AID
Just a quick reminder that if you’d like to join me in sending a donation to Christian
Aid instead of Christmas cards, as many of you have in other years, please let me
have your donations by cheque made payable to Christian Aid by Sunday 10
December . You will still be wished a blessed Christmas but this will be in person.
Give joy this Christmas!
Pat Carter

The Friends of Alde Valley Academy are holding a CHRISTMAS FAIR on
Wednesday 6 December from 5pm to 7pm in the school hall. Lots of
seasonal stalls, crafts, food, music and Father Christmas. Booking
forms for stalls available from the Academy or email
l.miller@aldevalley.suffolk.sch.uk

LIGHTS TO REMEMBER 2017
A special service to remember those who have died was held on All Souls Day, Sunday
2 November, to offer prayers of thanksgiving for loved ones no longer with us and to
light a candle as a visible sign of remembrance. The service comprised hymns, poetry
and readings, very appropriate to the occasion. Over fifty people including children
attended the service.
We were pleased to welcome a representative from Cruse Bereavement Care. He
brought leaflets about bereavement for those who wished to take them away to
study later in privacy. He was also prepared to talk to all who needed after the
service. Cruse is a voluntary organisation that provides support to anyone who has
been bereaved and to enable anyone bereaved by death to understand their grief
and cope with their loss. The organisation provides help and support. It also offers
information, education and training services. It is a non-religious and non-political
organisation. Services are provided free of charge, so donations are needed to
enable their much needed support to continue. More information can be found on
their website www.suffolkcruse.co.uk or by calling 01394 670770. A retiring
collection was taken to benefit the work of Cruse which amounted to £159.27.
Pat Carter
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THE ROYAL BRITISH LEGION POPPY APPEAL 2017
Remembrancetide fortnight started off badly for me this year. I had ordered my
supplies in September with delivery due on Friday 13 October but there was a glitch
in this planning. By the official start date of the fortnight on Saturday 28 October I
still had no supplies in spite of lots of emails and telephone calls. I hasten to add that
other people were in a similar situation. The delivery eventually arrived on 30
October and a frantic scramble ensued to get all the paperwork completed and
Poppy boxes out to the collectors and premises where static collections took place.
Collectors were at both entrances of the Co-op on 2, 3, 4 and 9 November. Mr Ray
Saxby, who had been a faithful collector and welcome sight at the back entrance of
the Co-op for several years, sadly passed away just before the campaign began. We
missed him and so did the Co-op customers and we send sincere condolences to his
wife and family. The collections in the Co-op amounted to £1,431 59 and we are very
grateful to the East of England Co-operative at Leiston and the staff there who enable
us to complete the collection. On 11 November three groups from the Army Cadet
Force collected in the town and raised the magnificent sum of £161 22. I understand
that they then went to Saxmundham and Framlingham to continue collecting for the
Poppy Appeal.
The popular Festival of Remembrance, hosted by the Leiston Royal British Legion
Band at Leiston Film Theatre took place on Wednesday 8 November. The sum of
£1,079 50 was raised for the Poppy Appeal through the raffle and sale of seats.
Grateful thanks to Leiston Town Council and Leiston Film Theatre for their help with
this event.
On Sunday 12 November the Remembrance Sunday Parade and Service took place.
The parade to the church, led by the RBL Band and standards, comprised members
of the Town Council, the Suffolk Regiment Old Comrades, Army and Air Cadets,
Scouts, Cubs, Guides and Brownies.
This year, as last year, a new collector came forward and one more business in the
town requested a Poppy box. I would be pleased to hear from any business or
organisation in Leiston or Sizewell who would like to help in any way. My very sincere
thanks go to all those who have helped with the Appeal this year. I thank the people
who are prepared to collect house to house, at the Co-op, volunteers in Margaret’s
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shop who issue the boxes
to collectors, shops and
businesses in the town who
are happy to have
collecting boxes on their
premises. Special thanks
to Sue Hawkes, wife of
Leiston
Branch
RBL
President, who made the
superb floral tributes in the
church.
The Leiston RBL Poppy Appeal stands at £5,900 38 at the moment. I have a small
supply of the little metal badges 1917 – 2017. Please contact me if you missed out
and would like to buy one.
Pat Carter, Poppy Appeal Organiser

GOING, GOING, GONE!
I expect several people in the town are pleased to know that the old Vicarage building
in King Edward Road is on the market and the two building plots made from the very
large garden of that building have been sold recently, and will soon be used. Probably
many of those people may think that the money raised through these sales comes to
Leiston St Margaret’s Church. THIS IS NOT SO – that money will go to the Diocese of
St Edmundsbury & Ipswich central funds. Those funds are used to support all the
churches in the Diocese.
Although there is no Vicar in Leiston at the moment and has not been since March
there is an expectation that the parish will pay their Parish Share (over ONE thousand
pounds a week!) The Share is only part of the money needed, as like in our own
houses, there is insurance, heating, lighting, administration and other costs to be met
each week on top of the one thousand pounds a week.
The wonderful sum of money raised at our Christmas Fair will in fact cover almost
one week of the Parish Share only. Church members at St Margaret’s would rather
be using their time to carry out Jesus Christ’s instruction to us to go out and spread
the good news but we have an obligation to pay our way and make sure the bills are
paid. Pat Carter
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ST MARGARET’S CHRISTMAS FAIR
There was a wonderful festive atmosphere at this
year's Christmas Fair on Saturday 18 November. A
big THANK YOU to everyone who donated items, to
all those who ran stalls and came along to spend
their money and to everyone who helped to clear up
at the end. Also special thanks to Santa for paying
us a visit and to all the very talented ukulele players
who entertained us so beautifully. The wonderful
sum of £1023.55 was raised for church funds.
Sandra Harle

ST MARGARET’S LADIES GROUP
Our New Year lunch is arranged at Thorpeness Golf Club on Wednesday 17 January
2018. More details available after Christmas. Do hope you are able to join us!
Sue Hawkes kindly helped us to produce Christmas arrangements for the window
sills.
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CHRISTMAS CAROLS IN
LIBRARY SQUARE
Come and join the fun on Christmas
Eve and enjoy some Carol Singing with
‘Christians Together’ led by The Royal
British Legion Band.

6.30pm in the Library Square
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LEISTON DAY CLUB
(LUNCHES)

ROSE AND SWEET WILLIAM
CLUB

The Leiston Lunch Club currently has
some vacancies for new members. The
Lunch Club provides a good lunch for
mature citizens who reside in the
Leiston area each Monday In the
Leiston Community Centre, King
Georges Avenue.
The Club hosts
members from 11am-2pm and there is
a good social atmosphere. For further
details on how to join the club please
contact the secretary on 01728 831477.

The Rose and Sweet William Club is an
established social club for the senior
members of Leiston and meet on
Tuesday afternoons at 2pm in the
Community Centre, King Georges
Avenue. Their aim is to provide a social
afternoon meeting and they would like
to invite any new members of the
community to join them and to make
new friends. With entertainment, tea,
bingo and various outings during the
year this club helps provide a safe place
to socialise.
Limited transport is
available for any of our less active
members and if you are interested in
finding out more contact the
Community Centre on a Tuesday
afternoon on 01728 768020.
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St. Margaret of Antioch

Parish Church of Leiston-cum-Sizewell
Church Road, Leiston, Suffolk IP16 4HG
______________________________________________________________
NOTICE: Items for January’s magazine
Please note that all articles, adverts etc. will need to be submitted to Marian
Peskett by 18 December for inclusion in the January Magazine. Thank you.
Email: t.peskett@sky.com
The Parish Magazine is available from St Margaret’s Church or Margaret’s Shop. Delivery can be
arranged.

Keep up to date with all Church Events
By visiting our own website
www.stmargaretschurchleiston.onesuffolk.net
How to Find Us
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