ST MARGARET’S
Parish Church for Leiston-cum-Sizewell
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CHURCH SERVICES
SUNDAY 3 FEBRUARY
9.00 HOLY COMMUNION SERVICE
10.30 FAMILY PRAISE & WORSHIP SERVICE

SUNDAY 10 FEBRUARY
10.00 PARISH EUCHARIST SERVICE & J.A.M. SUNDAY SCHOOL

SUNDAY 17 FEBRUARY
10.00 PARISH EUCHARIST SERVICE

SUNDAY 24 FEBRUARY
10.00 PARISH EUCHARIST SERVICE & J.A.M. SUNDAY SCHOOL

EACH WEDNESDAY
EVENING PRAYER IN CHURCH AT 5 pm – ALL WELCOME

CONTACT US
Priest in Charge: Reverend Richard Finch: T.830421
The Vicarage, Church Road, Leiston E.vicarleiston@gmail.com
Associate Priest: Reverend Morag Finch
Reader: Mr Bernard Smith: 3 Daneway Gardens, Leiston T.830105
Lay Elders:
Mrs Pat Carter, 42 Haylings Road, Leiston T.831852
Mrs Sandra Harle: 4 Lime Tree Avenue, Leiston T. 833578
Church Wardens:
Mrs Pat Carter: 42 Haylings Road, Leiston T.831852
Mr Peter Roberts, Meadowcroft, East Green, Kelsale T.603772
PCC Treasurer: Mrs Sandra Harle: 4 Lime Tree Avenue, Leiston T. 833578
PCC Secretary: Mrs Pat Carter, 42 Haylings Road, Leiston T.831852
‘JAM’ (Jesus & Me) Sunday School Leader: Mrs Sandra Ellis T.832168
Organist & Choir Master : Mr Matthew Merrett
Deanery Synod Representatives:
Miss Rosemary Gale T.832105
Mr Simon Merrett T.832259
Resident Retired Priests:
Reverend Richard Ellis: 9 Kings Road, Leiston T.832168
Reverend Pauline Florance: 1 Woodlands, Leiston T.768124
Reverend Jim Florance: 1 Woodlands, Leiston T.768124
Website Editor: Mrs Maureen Fox T.830929
Magazine Editor: Mrs Marian Peskett: T.833537 Email: t.peskett@sky.com
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Let there be light …
February can be a gloomy month with a lot of cloud cover and we revel in the
occasional sunny day and the growth of the early flowers but many consecutive
cloudy days can sometimes make us feel sad. What helps you overcome times of
sadness?
Each person has their own way of acknowledging sadness and learning how to
approach life. In church we often use the image of Jesus Christ as the Light of the
World. A light that helps us to see all things in their reality and also a light that gives
hope and reassurance.
For the last fifty years The Children’s Society have used a special church service to
highlight the work of the charity and to raise funds for their cause. The service is
called Christingle – it is all about Jesus Christ being the centre and the light of the
world. At the heart of the service is the making of the Christingle. It looks unusual
but every part has a meaning.
It starts with an orange, which represents the world.
Into the orange are placed four sticks with dried fruit or sweets.
These represent all the goodness of the world. The amazing
riches that we share.
Around the orange is wrapped a red ribbon. The ribbon is the
love poured out to us, by God. God gave of himself, shown to
us by the sacrificial death of Jesus Christ. A love that speaks of
that unconditional giving no matter who we are or what our situation.
In the top of the orange is placed a candle, which is then lit. This is Christ the Light of
the World.
At our Sunday morning service on 3 February (10.30am) the Christingle will be used
as part of our worship. That day is also known as Candlemas, from an ancient tradition
when candles (the main source of light in the home) were brought to the church to
be blessed. On that day we remember the child Jesus being taken to the great temple
in Jerusalem to be blessed, and two elderly people, Simeon and Anna, prophesied
that this child was the Messiah – the one blessed by God who would guide all people.
Maybe, if you are feeling confused or sad, you might remember the image of the
Christingle and sense the light of Christ in your life. God bless you.
From Rev Richard Finch
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A Fond Farewell
The past seven years have flown by and we have thoroughly enjoyed fun, fellowship,
music and worship with our dear church family at St. Margaret’s.
The joy of playing the wonderful Binns Organ and seeing the choir grow in both
confidence and size has been a real pleasure for Jonathan. It’s also been a privilege
for Kathryn to have been able to journey with Sandra, helping to nurture the faith of
St. Margaret’s younger disciples through J.A.M (Sunday school)… such a special time;
Joshua has blossomed and grown so much in his faith.
As we follow our calling to pastures new, we hold fondly in our hearts lots of
treasured memories and feel blest to have made so many special friends along the
way over the years. So, it is with excitement tinged with sadness that we say ‘au
revoir’. We will miss you all so much and do hope you’ll stay in touch.
With all our love. God Bless,
Kathryn, Jonathan and Joshua x

THANK YOU!
Seven years ago we were introduced to our new organist and choirmaster Jonathan
Williams who came to us with his wife Kathryn from Saxmundham. Jonathan soon
settled in with the choir encouraging us to sing new anthems Psalms and other items
on a regular basis.
Soon after they came Kathryn was admitted to hospital because of complications
with her pregnancy and in due course Joshua was born. We have enjoyed watching
him grow from a tiny baby into a fine young school boy who everyone at St
Margaret’s is justly fond.
Kathryn has worked hard in the Sunday school and on the web site to give it a
professional finish.
Over the years Jonathan has encouraged some youngsters to join the choir and
nurtured them into confident young singers. The choir will miss his leadership,
support and humour but we wish him Kathryn and Joshua a happy new adventure at
St Margaret’s in Lowestoft.
Terri and Mo for St Margaret’s choir
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Pondering Prayer
Another word we could use for prayer, is relationship. In James chapter four, verse
eight in the New Testament, we are encouraged to “come near to God and he will
come near to you.” As soon as we move in his direction, the Lord is moving toward
us – or maybe God is moving toward us first and as soon as we respond and move to
draw close to him, he draws even closer to us. There are many examples of invitations
to relationship in the Bible.
In I Samuel chapter three we have the beautiful story of a small boy developing a
relationship with the Lord. God is inviting him into a relationship. He is used to being
called upon to do various tasks in the Tabernacle and was already alert and
responsive. When God called him, he assumed it was Eli the priest, wanting him to
fulfil some task.
First and foremost, the Lord wants us to BE with him, to experience his love for us
and others before we start the DOING. Often in order to be in a relationship with our
Heavenly Father, we need another person alongside, to help us discern the stirrings
in our heart. I have a very vivid memory of a teacher who helped me as I talked with
her one day. As I struggled with what was going on in my heart, she told me how her
own relationship with the Lord Jesus began. A friend had pointed her to a verse in
Romans chapter ten, “If you openly declare that Jesus is Lord and believe in your
heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.” (verse 9)
Something clicked for me that day, just as her friend had enabled her to a new
understanding. We all need a soul friend who can encourage us to understand what
is going on inside us at times. Samuel had Eli, who realised this responsive little boy
was entering into a new relationship with the Lord and so encouraged him to respond
next time by simply saying, “Speak Lord, your servant is listening.”
As we move forward into uncertain times, may we be encouraged as we strengthen
our relationship with the Lord, by turning to him often with the response, “Speak
Lord, I’m ready to pay attention to you.”
A prayer :
Heavenly Father, we thank you for the Lord Jesus who made it possible for us to draw
near to you. May your Holy Spirit, the Helper, guide us into a deep and fulfilling
relationship with you. This we ask in Jesus’ Name. Amen.
Revd. Pauline Florance
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WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 2019

(A WOMEN LED, GLOBAL, ECUMENICAL MOVEMENT)
Friday 1 March 2 pm at Leiston Baptist Church
COME - EVERYTHING IS READY!
Everything is ready and the invitation is for everyone – men, women and children of
all ages to join this Day of Prayer.
Women of Slovenia, one of the smallest and youngest countries in Europe, have
prepared this year’s service and they encourage us to reflect on the barriers they
have faced since the end of the Second World War when their country was a part of
Yugoslavia, a Marxist socialist republic. They share the challenges they have met and
the hopes they have for the future.
World Day of Prayer is an international, inter-church organisation which enables us
to hear the thoughts of women from all parts of the world: their hopes, concerns and
prayers. The preparation for the day is vast. An international committee is based in
New York and there are national committees in each participating country. Regional
conferences meet to consider the service and then local groups make their plans.
Finally at a church near you on Friday 1 March 2019 people will gather to celebrate
the service prepared by the women of Slovenia.
The Day of Prayer is celebrated in over 120 countries. It begins in Samoa and prayer
in native languages travels throughout the world – through Asia, Africa, the Middle
East, Europe and the Americas before finishing in American Samoa some 38 hours
later.
All welcome to come and join us and find out more.
Pat Carter
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ST. MARGARET’S CHURCH TOWER LIGHTS UP
During January the lighting
of the Church Tower was
sponsored on:
Friday 25 January
In memory of Harold Foster
If you would like to mark a special occasion by
sponsoring the lighting of the Church Tower for a
donation of £5 per day, please write the details in
the diary provided in church, then put the
completed payment envelope in the wall safe.
Many thanks

BETTY’S BAKE SALE
Our very first Bake Sale was held on Sunday 14 February 2010, not only to celebrate
St. Valentine’s Day but to raise funds for Papworth Hospital where just a few weeks
before Betty had undergone major heart surgery. By mid-February she had made a
good recovery and was able to join us again in church and the Bake Sale also marked
that happy occasion. When Betty went for her final appointment at Papworth, she
was delighted to be able to hand over a cheque for £150 to the staff who had cared
for her following her operation.
We have held successful Bake Sales every year since then to raise funds for our
church, and will do so again this year on Sunday 10 February straight after the 10am
Communion Service. However, from now on, it will be called ‘Betty’s Bake Sale.
Having a sweet tooth, Betty could never resist a piece of cake so it seems fitting to
now hold our Bake Sale in her memory.
Please bring your donations along on the day – biscuits, buns, brownies, etc, etc, and
then buy lots back – to either enjoy straightaway with your usual tea and coffee or
to take home with you. It would be great if your donations could have a Valentine’s
theme - hearts, flowers, chocolates – but, of course, the most important thing is that
they are made with love! Sandra Harle
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What is Fairtrade?
Leiston is a “Fairtrade Town” – but what does that mean? It
means that a community group in the town organised and
encouraged the use of Fairtrade marked goods across the
town. That small group is still going and still encouraging us
to be aware of the goods that we buy.
Every year the Fairtrade organisation promotes the use of
Fairtrade goods during Fairtrade fortnight (25 February to
10 March).
Fairtrade is a movement for change that works directly with businesses, consumers
and campaigners to make trade deliver for farmers and workers.
The international Fairtrade system (which the Fairtrade Foundation is a part of)
represents the world's largest and most recognised fair trade system. They are a
global organisation working to secure a better deal for farmers and workers.
At St Margaret’s, during our main Sunday Service on 24 February (10am), we will be
highlighting the work of the Fairtrade Foundation and what it means to live in a fair
and just society. Our invited speaker will be Tim Aldred, the Head of Policy for
Fairtrade Foundation UK.
The banana image is
one way of showing
how the farm worker
gets a tiny part of the
cost of a product and
often is the one who
is short-changed
when global buyers
(such as
supermarkets) reduce
the price of products.
Come along to St Margaret’s on 24 February to learn more.
Rev. Richard Finch
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TOP TEN CAROLS
At the January Tea and Chat meeting at the United Church we were tasked with an
interesting test. One of the ladies had a list of ten carols which we had to put into
the correct order – Number 1 to Number 10 – these as they were voted for by the
viewers of the Songs of Praise television programme.
The carols (in the correct order) were:
Hark the Herald Angels Sing
In the Bleak Midwinter
It came upon a Midnight Clear
Joy to the World
O Come all ye Faithful

O Come, O Come Emmanuel
O Holy Night
O Little Town of Bethlehem
Once in Royal David’s City
Silent Night

Most of us were very surprised at number 1, our thoughts were that it would be Silent
Night. And where were Away in a Manger, While Shepherds Watched their Flocks at
Night, The First Nowell? Surely Away in a Manger which we all learnt as children is
still very popular in adulthood. I wonder what you all think? Pat Carter

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD – SHOEBOX
APPEAL 2018
An amazing 511,200 shoeboxes were filled and sent to Eastern Europe, Africa, Central
Asia and the Middle East. Our 44 shoeboxes were amongst the 66,837 sent to
children in Belarus in Eastern Europe.
Natasha, aged 9, who lives in an orphanage sends this message. “It wasn’t just my
first Christmas gift – it was my first gift ever. When I held it, there was joy and love
in my heart such that I never felt before. I knew there were people out there who
cared for me. I was not alone ……… As my whole class was running around seeing
what everyone else got, I just stood in one place in amazement. I couldn’t believe
what was going on and what I was seeing in my box ……. There was a doll, a colouring
book, crayons and hair clips. It took a minute to let it all sink in. Because of my
shoebox gift, I knew that the world wasn’t over yet. There was more to life than what
I’d experienced. We were not forgotten. We were still loved”.
Many thanks again to everyone who helped in any way with our contribution to this
Appeal. Every shoebox, packed with love and fuelled by prayer, has the potential to
impact a child’s life in a very special way! Sandra Harle
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Welcome to ‘your page’
Full of fun activities to enjoy

We
commemorate
the Presentation
of Jesus at the
Temple on
Candlemas Day
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JAM

Jesus and Me

Want to hear more about Jesus? Come along to
our ‘JAM’ sessions. Kids of all ages welcome!
Sunday 10 and 24 February at 10.00 am
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ST. MARGARET’S CHURCH FAMILY
INTERCESSION PRAYERS FOR FEBRUARY 2019
Dear Friends
February’s magazine continues to focus on monthly prayer time, with the St Margaret’s
Church family group for this month as shown below. There are three family groups with each
one appearing in the magazine every three months. However, you remain in our thoughts
and prayers always.
If you would like to be included in our family monthly prayers, or have any queries please
email stmargaretsleiston@gmail.com. If you feel you would prefer to be remembered in a
particular month then please let us know. Also, if you have a specific need for additional
prayer time then please let us know and we will add you to our ‘special prayers’ section.

In our Church Family Prayers
Martin Phillips-Last
Simon, Sheena, Hannah, Tom & Matt Merrett
Sheila Mckinnon, David & Midge Mckinnon
Phil, Sue, Joshua, Charlotte, Connie & Greg Watson
David & Cindy Fitsell
Emma Fitsell
Paul, Alexander, Aidan, Cory & Amyleigh Fitsell
Jonathan, Kathryn & Joshua Williams
Mike & Lesley Cassie
Vi Matthews
Stephanie Luckhurst
Joan Whale
Paul Espindola
Ann & Peter Essex
Mary Murphy
Terry Ferguson
Jo Tozer
Sue, Dale, Ewan & Cameron Threadkell
Frank & Joan Huxley
Lynn and Dave Blake, Gemma, Craig, Florence and
Arthur
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Magda Chandler
Bruce & Phyllis Songer
Stephen & Gail Southgate
Naomi Kerans
John & Sue Last
Helen Rivett
Judith & Mike Stigwood
Maureen & Jason Fox
Wayne, Ben & Niamh Fox
Fi Long
Allison King
Luke, Asha & Jai Mewett
Clare & Kane Hambridge
Peter & Jenefer Roberts
Charles & Pauline Stride
Steve, Christine & Nathan James
Derek & Sheila Stiff
Eileen Free
Philip, Ian & Susan Huxley

LADIES GROUP POST-CHRISTMAS LUNCH
Members of the Ladies Group and friends met, as has become the custom, to enjoy
a post-Christmas lunch. A booking was made at The Wentworth Hotel in Aldeburgh
and meal choices were discussed. On Monday 21 January we made our way to
Aldeburgh on a beautiful sunny day. We were directed to a lovely seating area where
we met up and enjoyed some pre-lunch drinks.

We were soon called to table and found our seats
in the front of the hotel overlooking the beach. Our
main courses were served promptly and enjoyed by
all. Delicious desserts followed and at the end of
the meal tea, coffee and chocolates were served.
The waiting staff were first-rate and catered to our
every need. Throughout the meal there was lots of
laughter and chatter, a time of fellowship and
friendship. A note of appreciation for the excellence of the occasion has been sent
to the hotel.
At the next meeting on Monday 18 February in the church Amanda Mallett will share
with us some gentle exercises, which can be carried out either standing or seated.
Do join us to find out how you can increase your fitness and mobility. Pat Carter
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FEBRUARY
It seems a long time since Christmas but I still look back remembering what a lovely
time we had and thankfully both well to enjoy it. Now here we are in February, a
short month, the nights are pulling out and it makes it so much better. Up to now
the weather has been good although it could change in a day from one extreme to
the other.
The snowdrops are out and soon all the Spring flowers will follow. I’m waiting for my
first bunch of daffodils, last year I had a bunch the first week of January and every
week till early April; they bring me so much pleasure.
I have listened with great interest about the work going on at Dower House at
Sizewell. It is going to be four luxury apartments so I have heard and they will be
lovely – and what a view across the sea! It has been rewired, digger driver has cut
out trenches for drainage, trees cut and land cleared back to lawns.
There is so much history with these houses – Sizewell Hall, Dower House and
Wardens all going back to the Ogilvie family. It’s so nice to think money is being spent
to keep Dower House going instead of standing empty
I wish somebody would buy and do the same to Daneway, making it into a lovely
Nursing Home or Home for people with Learning Disabilities like it once was. These
places are so badly needed – we can but hope and pray.
Since starting this letter Bill has just come in with two bunches of daffodils (9 January)
– they brought tears to my eyes!
Margaret Clarke
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BURNS NIGHT COMES TO ST. MARGARET’S
Robert Burns, it should be said, was not a Son of Leiston, and there is no record that
he ever set foot in St Margaret's Church. But as you know, the Clergy and PCC are
forever seeking new events to stage in the beautiful surroundings of the Church, and
the chance to celebrate the life and work of the great Scottish poet was too good to
miss. And so it was that, on the evening of Saturday 26 January, the day following the
anniversary of Burns' death in 1759, forty people gathered at two long tables under
the lights of St Margaret's to commemorate the occasion with a traditional haggis
supper.
It is true that we lacked a piper to play the haggis in, but suitably waily recorded
music did the job well enough. The haggis was duly marched in, and carved by Revd
Richard. It was then addressed at length by Revd Morag in fine rich Scottish brogue.
Unfortunately she did not come with subtitles so I was scarcely able to understand a
word, but it was all done most magnificently. The haggis was then marched out again
to the kitchen, where Revd Richard carved it, and added to each plate the neeps
(mashed swede) and tatties. The meals were then carried to the tables by an eager
team of volunteers. In the meantime, a bottle of single malt whisky, kindly provided
by two parishioners, was poured into shot glasses to give everyone a chance to toast
the haggis, and we all tucked in.
A word needs to be said about several brave people here. There were a few who
admitted that they had never tasted haggis before, but without exception they
pronounced it delicious and many of them came back for more. The evening
concluded with shortbread and coffee, and a very cordial atmosphere developed. We
had provided a large selection of appropriate background music in case conversation
flagged a bit, but we need not have worried. Jollity was very much the order of the
evening, and the music could scarcely be heard as satisfied diners chatted well into
the evening.
This event was a first for St Margaret's, and I do not think it will be the last. Enormous
credit must go to Revd Richard and Revd Morag, who thought of the idea and did all
the purchasing, cooking, table-setting and many other jobs which were necessary for
our enjoyment. Even the mountain of washing-up at the end was cleared very rapidly
by Richard and his gang of volunteers.
Were you there? If you were, I hope you agree that it was a great occasion. If you
were not, there may be another chance next year and we look forward to you joining
us. Peter Roberts
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In Our Special Prayers
Magda

Jill

Pam

Gemma

Mary Jane

Funerals
Tuesday 22 January

John Alan Chambers
(Service at Leiston Cemetery Chapel)

Wednesday 30 January

Derrick Owen Mortimer

Memorial Service
Monday 7 January

Robin James Holt
(following Greenwood Burial)
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ALDE VALLEY SUFFOLK FAMILY HISTORY GROUP
SEE LEISTON GRAMMAR PHOTOS THROUGH THE
YEARS!
TRACE YOUR MILITARY ANCESTORS!
DATE YOUR OLD FAMILY PHOTOS!
A Bumper Family History Open Day will be held on Saturday 23 February
at the Long Shop Museum, Leiston, IP16 4ES, from 11am to 4pm
A variety of exhibits will be on show, including local graveyard surveys, war
memorials, directories, parish registers, census returns, old maps of the area – and
Peter Drew’s extensive collection of historical newspaper cuttings and postcards
featuring the Sizewell, Aldringham and Friston areas.
A special feature of our Open Day this year will be the results of our project to
preserve the Leiston Grammar School sports team photographs, of which there are
over 80, from the period 1933 to 1968. The digitised photos, catalogue, etc will be
available to view at the Open Day, and at our Help Centre at the Old Council Offices
in Leiston, and copies will be provided to any interested alumni or members of their
families. The original photographs have now been deposited with the Suffolk Record
Office.
And back by popular demand – Have you got any old family photos which you can't
put a date to? Bring them along and let our expert advise you.
Are you trying to trace your military ancestors? or your family tree? Advice and help
will be available from experienced researchers. And we’ll have our computers with
(hopefully) Internet to help with your research.
Free entrance, but donations to the Long Shop appreciated. Light refreshments.
For more info, see our website:
http://aldevalleyfamilyhistorygroup.onesuffolk.net/
or contact Angela Skelcher on 01728 830949
Maggie Strutt
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House Clearance
Service

ADVANCE NOTICE
ST. MARGARET’S
CRAFT FAIR

Buying of individual items or full
house clearance on request

SATURDAY 30 MARCH

Please call Molly
07854920332
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MRS MOP CLEANING
SERVICES OF LEISTON
Domestic, Commercial & End of
Tenancy Offering both one off and
regular services
Please call Verity on 07837703955
We are fully insured and happy to help
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St. Margaret of Antioch
Parish Church of Leiston-cum-Sizewell
Church Road, Leiston, Suffolk IP16 4HG
_________________________________________________________
NOTICE: Items for February’s magazine
Please note that all articles, adverts etc. will need to be submitted to Marian
Peskett by 18 February for inclusion in the March Magazine. Thank you.
Email: t.peskett@sky.com
The Parish Magazine is available from St Margaret’s Church or Leiston Library. Delivery can be arranged.

Keep up to date with all Church Events
By visiting our own website
www.stmargaretschurchleiston.onesuffolk.net
How to Find Us
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