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ST MARGARET’S 
Parish Church for Leiston-cum-Sizewell 

 

 

 

FEBRUARY 2020         £1 
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CHURCH SERVICES 
 

SUNDAY 2 FEBRUARY 
9.00 HOLY COMMUNION SERVICE 

10.30 CHRISTINGLE 

 

 

SUNDAY 9 FEBRUARY 
10.00 PARISH EUCHARIST SERVICE & J.A.M. SUNDAY SCHOOL 

 

SUNDAY 16 FEBRUARY 
10.00 PARISH EUCHARIST SERVICE 

 

SUNDAY 23 FEBRUARY 
10.00 PARISH EUCHARIST SERVICE & J.A.M. SUNDAY SCHOOL 

 
CONTACT US 

Priest in Charge: Reverend Richard Finch: T.830421 

The Vicarage, Church Road, Leiston  E.vicarleiston@gmail.com 

Associate Priest:  Reverend Morag Finch 
Reader: Mr Bernard Smith: 3 Daneway Gardens, Leiston   T.830105 

Lay Elders:  

Mrs Pat Carter, 42 Haylings Road, Leiston   T.831852 

Mrs Sandra Harle: 4 Lime Tree Avenue, Leiston T. 833578 

Church Wardens: 

Mrs Pat Carter: 42 Haylings Road, Leiston   T.831852  

  One Vacancy 

PCC Treasurer: Mrs Sandra Harle: 4 Lime Tree Avenue, Leiston T. 833578 

PCC Secretary: Mrs Pat Carter, 42 Haylings Road, Leiston   T.831852 

‘JAM’ (Jesus & Me) Sunday School Leader: Mrs Sandra Ellis  T.832168 

Organist & Choir Master: Mr Matthew Merrett 

Deanery Synod Representatives:  

Two Vacancies 

Resident Retired Priests:  

Reverend Richard Ellis: 9 Kings Road, Leiston T.832168 

Reverend Pauline Florance: 1 Woodlands, Leiston T.768124 

Reverend Jim Florance: 1 Woodlands, Leiston T.768124 

Website Editor: Mrs Maureen Fox T.830929 

Magazine Editor: Mrs Pat Carter  T.831852   Email: pm42carter@gmail.com 

 

 

mailto:E.vicarleiston@gmail.com
mailto:pm42carter@gmail.com
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NEW YEAR 
 

After the rush of a family Christmas, which entailed preparations, meals, present opening 
and a Boxing Day catering for eighteen family members we sped into the New Year 
celebrations. I didn’t make any New Year resolutions initially and then something caught my 
eye and very quickly I changed my mind. I walked into our local food store and there, in a 
very prominent place, for all to see were lots of crème eggs; Easter on the shelf already!  
And from all accounts were on the shelf immediately after Christmas. I made a resolution 
there and then not to even think about Easter until the season of Lent. It seems to me that 
businesses these days lurch us forward from one festival to the next in the name of money 
without giving one time to enjoy each one separately with time to relax in between. 
Everybody needs time for a break from work, daily chores and the speed of everyday life 
even though at times this seems impossible. We need to make time, even a few minutes to 
pause, reflect and be thankful for what we have and not be led panicking into the next 
round of commercial humdrum of buying, preparing and wanting things we don’t really 
need. Summer holiday companies are flaunting their wares on T.V. then it will be back to 
school uniforms and equipment and Bang then Christmas advertising will be upon us in 
October again. “Where did this year go?” you hear people exclaim… well that’s where, 
whizzing past us at the speed of light every time you turn on the T.V. or venture inside a 
shop.  
 
Join me in a resolution, take just 5 minutes every day, morning, evening, whenever you like 
but stop, think about how you have been blessed that day, don’t think about tomorrow or 
next week and thank God for the day you have had. 
Revd Richard Ellis 

LEISURE 
 

What is this life if, full of care, 
We have no time to stand and stare. 
No time to stand beneath the boughs 

And stare as long as sheep or cows 
No time to see, when woods we pass, 

Where squirrels hide their nuts in grass. 
No time to see, in broad daylight, 

Streams full of stars, like skies at night.  
No time to turn at Beauty’s glance, 

And watch her feet, how they can dance. 
No time to wait till her mouth can 
Enrich that smile her eyes began. 

A poor life this if, full of care,  
We have no time to stand and stare. 

 
                                   William Henry Davies 

 



4 
 

Pondering Prayer 
 
“Pray for each other so that you may be healed. The prayer of a (wo)man in right 
standing with God is powerful and effective.” 

       James 5:16 
 
About the middle of January I was very excited as I watched the news on TV and 
saw a man in Australia running and leaping in the rain. He was so thrilled that at last 
there was not merely a shower, but torrents of rain and thunder storms, providing 
Australia with an antidote to the dreadful fires, which had caused such havoc. 
 
I have a friend in Sydney I once worked with in Austria. She is an asthmatic and I 
have been deeply concerned for her. Along with many others, I am sure, I have 
prayed for rain for that land and have rejoiced at the showers, which gave some 
help. I found myself struggling to believe with such high temperatures and drought, 
that there would be an answer to my prayer in this way, and I remember praying, 
“Lord, I know it will be a miracle,” but asked the Lord to show his power and his 
mercy to the people and the animals there. What joy to see this man running and 
leaping in the rain. So many people had been unable to defend their property 
against the fires, for lack of water, and now there are floods in places, in the height 
of summer, characterized as a one in a hundred year event. Praise God! 
 
In Psalms we occasionally read the word,” Selah. ”meaning “Pause and think of 
that!” Probably today we might be likely to say “Wow!” How marvellous it is when 
God ‘wows’ us in answer to our prayer.  Sometimes we become complacent and it 
takes the extreme circumstance to draw us back to God. 
 
James chapter 5 continues, “Elijah was just a man like us. He prayed earnestly that 
it would not rain, and it did not rain on the land for three and a half years. Again, he 
prayed and the heavens gave rain… v 17-18. 
 
Elijah’s prayer had to do with the tyrannical actions of King Ahab, who was leading 
his people astray. Another prophet, called Malachi speaks, about God’s assessment 
of the nation of Israel. Malachi claims in chapter three that God will speak against 
those who cheat employees of their wages, who oppress widows and orphans, or 
who deprive the foreigners living among them of justice. 
 
Are these not current issues in our news bulletins today? As we rejoice about God’s 
gift of rain in Australia, let’s be faithful in prayer today for the foreigners who live 
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among us, many of whom are fearful that they will be rejected and told to leave the 
land they have made home for so long. The New Testament tells us that some 
people have entertained angels without knowing it, when they welcomed 
strangers. 
 
Recently concern has been expressed about so many young people in care being 
vulnerable and often abused. Many fall victim to County Lines gangs as well. Let’s 
pray for safe structures to be set up and adhered to. 
 
Some workers are not protected by Union regulations and fall victim to abusive 
employers. Many in our country are desperate for a fairer distribution of pay and 
benefits. Malachi’s words are right up to date. In the months ahead, let us be 
praying that the watchwords for our nation will be compassion and justice. 
 
“Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion 
and the God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can 
comfort those in any trouble with the comfort we ourselves have received from 
God.” II Corinthians 1:4 
 
Revd. Pauline Florance 

 
Note from the editor  As Pauline wrote in the last magazine this is her last 
Pondering Prayer.  On your behalf I have thanked her sincerely for her contributions, 
for her suggestions and for perhaps giving us a different perspective and more 
understanding for our own prayers after reading her thoughts.  I have assured her 
that anything else she wishes send to the magazine on any subject will be 
welcomed. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 
 

Whilst talking to our friend Donna Button after the monthly service at Charles Miller Court she 
shared the following with us. 

When blossom breaks on twig and bough 
God speaks to all who grieve 

There is no death he seems to say 
Look up, have faith, believe 

 
And her grandmother would say to those wondering about the sex of their unborn child 

 
Sound of body, mind and limb 

Never worry, she or him 
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FEBRUARY 
 

As I’m writing this for the magazine Christmas was only three weeks ago but 
does seem longer.  But I wanted to say how nice Leiston looked with the 
decorations and the shop windows decorated.  It’s nice for people to make 
such an effort, if it wasn’t for those kind of people, nothing would get done.  
Lots of houses were also done up with pretty lights and Christmas figures 
and it gave lots of pleasure to families, it was lovely to see the pleasure on 
children’s faces. 
 
Life is very hard at the moment for so many people with illness and loss of 
dear ones; and it’s so good to see how people make the effort to keep going 
on, and coping with their problems. 
 
It’s a lovely sunny day as I’m writing and it makes things seem better, I’ve 
found some snowdrops in the garden and one crocus, and I’m so pleased I’m 
here to see them.  The sun also shows up the dust and cobwebs, but my  
mum used to say “A blind man would be glad to see them”.  A big thank you  
to all those good people who make an effort to help people, nothing would  
get done without them. 
 
Margaret Clarke 

+++++++++ 
 

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 
(A WOMEN LED, GLOBAL, ECUMENICAL MOVEMENT) 

 
Rise, take up your mat and walk 

 
Women, men and children of all ages are called to ‘Rise, take your mat and walk’ to 
join this day of prayer.  Women of Zimbabwe have prepared this year’s service and 
they encourage us all to reflection the difficulties and unrest that have plagued their 
country over many years.  
 
World Day of Prayer is an international inter-church organisation which enables us to 
hear the thoughts of women from all parts of the world: their hopes, concerns and 
prayers.  The Day of Prayer is celebrated in over 170 countries.  It begins in Samoa 
and prayer in native languages travels throughout the world – through Asia, Africa, 
the Middle East, Europe and the Americas – before finishing in American Samoa 
more than 36 hours later. 

 
The Leiston service is at St Margaret’s on Friday 6 March at 2 pm.  All are 
very welcome, come and join in this global prayer. 
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ST MARGARET’S CHURCH TOWER LIGHTS UP 
 

During January the lighting of the Church Tower 

was sponsored on: 

 
4 January – In loving memory of Leonard Charles Hill from 
your loving daughter Sue x 
 
16 January – In memory of the passing of Ena Bullock. 
Always in our thoughts. From the families of Nick and 
Dene 
 

If you would like to mark a special occasion by sponsoring 
the lighting of the Church Tower for a donation of £5 per 
day, please write the details in the diary provided in 
church, then place the completed payment envelope in 
the wall safe.   Many thanks. 

 
 

LADIES GR0UP 
 

On Monday 20 January the Wentworth Hotel welcomed Members of the 

Ladies Group for a splendid lunch.  Once again we were given a lovely 

welcome and a superb lunch.  We were so pleased that Marian was able 

to join us and everyone enjoyed the chance to chat together. 
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Welcome to ‘your page’ 
                 Full of fun activities to enjoy, a crossword, a 
wordsearch and pictures to colour – enjoy! 
 
 

 
      
 
 

Roses are red, violets are blue, 

Sugar is sweet, and so are you 
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JAMJesus and Me 

 

Want to hear more about Jesus? Come along to  

our ‘JAM’ sessions.  Kids of all ages welcome! 

Sunday 9 and 23 February at 10.00 am 
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DATE FOR YOUR DIARY 

Saturday 14 March 10am – 2 pm 

Craft Fayre in Church 
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CHOIR MEMBERS AND ORGANIST OF ST MARGARET’S CHURCH 
 

 
 
I have recently received this photograph with members of St Margaret’s choir and 
organist.  The organist is Mr Fabian Rowsell who taught mathematics at Leiston 
Grammar School.  But who are the choir members?  Do you know any of their 
names?  If so please let me know.  My contact details are on page 2.      Editor 
 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

EVERYTHING MADE WITH LOVE 
 

After the 10 a.m. service on Sunday 16th February we will be holding our annual 
BAKE SALE.  This will be to celebrate St. Valentine’s Day within the love and 
fellowship of St. Margaret’s, to raise much-needed funds for our church and also to 
remember our dear friend Betty and her love (despite doctor’s orders) of all things 
sweet! 
Please bring your donations along on the day – biscuits, buns, brownies, etc, etc, 
and then buy lots back – to either enjoy straightaway with your usual tea and 
coffee or to take home with you.  It would be great if your donations could have a 
Valentine’s theme - hearts, flowers, chocolates – but, of course, the most important 
thing is that they are made with love! 
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ALDE VALLEY SUFFOLK FAMILY HISTORY GROUP 

 
The Group’s talk in February takes place on Monday 17 February at the 

Waterloo Centre, Waterloo Avenue, Leiston IP16 4HF – previously the 

Grammar School and Alde Valley Academy 6th Form centre.  Admission is 

£1 for members and £3 for visitors.  This includes tea, coffee and 

biscuits.  Just turn up – there is no need to book. 

 

The talk given by Geoffrey Robinson is entitled “Sudden Deaths in 19th C 

Suffolk”.  His interest in the subject came about when he spent time 

searching newspapers for items on Worlingworth (the parish in which he 

now lives) and read about some of the astonishing ways in which the 

poorer classes met their maker.  He has written a book on the subject 

and a second volume might be on the way.  His talk takes the audience 

through many examples of sudden deaths and looks at how different 

hazards, inside and outside the home, affect people in a number of ways. 
 

For further information see the website 

http://aldevalleyfamilyhistorygroup.onesuffolk.net/ or contact Angela Skelcher 

on 01728 830949 or a_skelcher@hotmail.com 

 

The talk in March is “Leonard Cheshire – Bevan Boys” given by 

Barbara McElroy.  This will be held on Monday 16 March at 2 30 

pm at the Waterloo Centre. 
 

CAN YOU HELP? 
 
As part of the Leiston VE Day commemorations on 8th May 
2020, the Alde Valley Suffolk Family History Group is researching 
the personal details of Leiston folk who served in or were killed in 
WW2 – whether servicemen/women or civilians - and we are 
appealing for your help.  
 
Do you have any information or photographs which we could use, 
please? If so, please contact our secretary Angela Skelcher 
on a_skelcher@hotmail.com or 01728 830949. Thank you. 
 

http://aldevalleyfamilyhistorygroup.onesuffolk.net/
mailto:a_skelcher@hotmail.com
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January   

Saint Prisca is commemorated on 18th January and 
unlike the other saints in the East window is not 
pictured carrying anything other than her martyrs 
palm frond as her emblem is a lion which can be seen 
sitting next to her. 

As with many of the early martyrs documented 
evidence is scarce but it is thought Prisca (Priscilla) was 
killed at the age of 13. She lived in Rome and her 
parents were from a noble Christian family. Prisca was 
reported to the authorities for being a Christian. The 
Emperor tried to make her change her mind and 
follow Roman Gods. Prisca is reported to have glorious 
light shine around her. Prisca was whipped and 
imprisoned before being taken to the amphitheatre. 
She sat in the middle praying that the people would 
see how much courage she had. A lion was released, let out a dreadful roar and ran 
towards Prisca. He saw her standing there without fear and he walked gently up to 
her. He bent his head and licked her bare feet and then crouched down by her side. 
The whole place went silent, and watched as she played with the lion’s mane. The 
lion did not hurt her, but he did not save her from death. Prisca was finally 
beheaded. An eagle is said to have hovered over her body. 

Some legends suggest that she is the Priscilla (Prisca) 

named in the Acts of the Apostles as the wife of Aquila, 

although this is disputed. 

February 2020  

St Apollonia’s feast day is 9th February and she is usually 
pictured carrying pincers (as in our window) or wearing a 
necklace made of her own teeth. She is the patron saint 
of dentists and I think a warning to us all to make sure 
we brush our teeth well! 

Saint Apollonia was one of a group of virgin martyrs who 
suffered in Alexandria during a local persecution against 
Christians in 249. While most of the Christians were 
fleeing the city, abandoning all their worldly possessions 
Apollonia (probably a deaconess) was seized. The crowds 
beat her, breaking and knocking out all of her teeth. She 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alexandria,_Egypt
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christians
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Deaconess
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was then threatened with being burnt alive outside the city gates unless she 
renounced her Christianity and invoked Greek Gods. She asked for a brief delay and 
without flinching she sprang quickly into the fire and was burned to death and so 
suffered martyrdom. Saint Augustine explained her voluntary martyrdom as a 
special inspiration of the Holy Spirit, since teaching at that time said no one was 
allowed to cause his or her own death. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

THANK YOU, GEOFF 
 

 

In her letter this month Margaret writes about how lovely Leiston looked at 

Christmas with the colourful lights and decorations in the town, the shops and the 

private houses.  And also about the kindness of all the people who did this to give 

enjoyment to others. St Margaret’s looked beautiful too with trees, both large and 

small.  There were small trees on the window cills given by the Ladies Group and a 

magnificent very large tree given by local shop owner, Geoff Platt in memory of 

Paul Snowden, a much loved and sadly missed member of our congregation.  Thank 

You, Geoff, and Thank You, Paul, for all you did for the church and the community 

during your lifetime. 
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ST. MARGARET’S CHURCH FAMILY 

INTERCESSION PRAYERS FOR FEBRUARY 2020 

Dear Friends 

 

February’s magazine continues to focus on monthly prayer time, with the St 

Margaret’s Church family group for this month as shown below. There are three 

family groups with each one appearing in the magazine every three months. 

However, you remain in our thoughts and prayers always. 

 

If you would like to be included in our family monthly prayers, or have any queries 

please email stmargaretsleiston@gmail.com.  If you feel you would prefer to be 

remembered in a particular month then please let us know.  Also, if you have a 

specific need for additional prayer time then please let us know and we will add you 

to our ‘special prayers’ section. 

In our Church Family Prayers 

 
Martin Phillips-Last 

Simon, Sheena, Tom & Matt Merrett 

Sheila Mckinnon, David & Midge Mckinnon 

Phil, Sue, Joshua, Charlotte, Connie & Greg Watson 

David & Cindy Fitsell 

Emma Fitsell 

Paul, Alexander, Aidan, Cory & Amyleigh Fitsell 

Jonathan, Kathryn & Joshua Williams 

Mike & Lesley Cassie 

Vi Matthews 

Stephanie Luckhurst 

Joan Whale 

Paul Espindola 

Ann & Peter Essex  

Mary Murphy 

Jo Tozer 

Sue, Dale, Ewan & Cameron Threadkell  

Frank & Joan Huxley 

Lynn and Dave Blake, Gemma, Craig, Florence and 
Arthur 
 

Magda Chandler 

Bruce & Phyllis Songer 

Stephen & Gail Southgate 

Naomi Kerans 

John & Sue Last 

Helen Rivett 

Judith & Mike Stigwood 

Maureen Fox 

Wayne, Ben & Niamh Fox 

Fi Long 

Allison King 

Luke, Asha & Jai Mewett 

Clare & Kane Hambridge 

Peter & Jenefer Roberts 

Charles & Pauline Stride 

Steve, Christine & Nathan James 

Derek & Sheila Stiff 

Eileen Free 

Philip, Ian & Susan Huxley 

Hannah & Stuart Tilbrook 
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Special Prayers 

Magda            Suzi     

                    Roger      

  

     

   

Funerals 
 
Monday 6 January 2020   Jack Rouse 
                                                                         Liam David Cook 
 
Tuesday 7 January 2020                              Yvonne Olive Maureen Barker 
 
Friday 10 January 2020                                Gwendoline Rita Ward 
 
Thursday 16 January 2020                          Darryl Culpeck 
 
Friday 24 January 2020                               Molly Elizabeth Kemp 
 
Wednesday 29 January 2020                     Andrew Justin Warne 
 

 

 
 

PRAYERS REQUESTED 
 

If you would like a person/place/event to be held in prayer, please add the details to 
the prayer book which is on the small table next to the chapel within the church.  The 
church is unlocked Monday to Saturday from 10 am to 4 pm and during services on 
Sundays.  Details can also be given to the editor of this magazine (contact details on 
page 2).  Prayers will be said at Evening Prayer on Wednesdays and may also be 
used at other times for a month.  If you write a prayer for a person, please don’t put 
in all their details, just their first name and a broad description of their need, e.g. 
“please pray for Bert who is grieving.”  Please get the person’s permission first. 
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St. Margaret of Antioch  

Parish Church of Leiston-cum-Sizewell  

Church Road, Leiston, Suffolk IP16 4HG  

 

NOTICE: Items for March’s magazine 

Please note that all articles, adverts etc. will need to be submitted to Pat 

Carter by 18 February for inclusion in the March Magazine.  Thank you. 

Email: pm42carter@gmail.com 

The Parish Magazine is available from St Margaret’s Church.  Delivery can be 

arranged. 

 

Keep up to date with all Church Events  

By visiting our own website 

www.stmargaretschurchleiston.onesuffolk.net 

 

How to Find Us 

    

http://www.stmargaretschurchleiston.onesuffolk.net/

