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£1 25P

SERVICES ON SUNDAYS AT ST MARGARET’S CHURCH
10 am Holy Communion (Said service)

All welcome

In addition to these services, recorded services with members of
the church leading prayers, giving Bible readings and a Homily are
available via the internet. If you wish to receive these services
please contact the Vicar.
CONTACT US
Priest in Charge: Reverend Richard Finch: T.830421
The Vicarage, Church Road, Leiston E.vicarleiston@gmail.com
Associate Priest: Reverend Morag Finch
Reader: Mr Bernard Smith: 3 Daneway Gardens, Leiston T.830105
Lay Elders:
Mrs Pat Carter, 42 Haylings Road, Leiston T.831852
Mrs Sandra Harle: 4 Lime Tree Avenue, Leiston T. 833578
Church Wardens:
Mrs Pat Carter: 42 Haylings Road, Leiston T.831852
One Vacancy
PCC Treasurer: Mrs Sandra Harle: 4 Lime Tree Avenue, Leiston T. 833578
PCC Secretary: Mrs Pat Carter, 42 Haylings Road, Leiston T.831852
‘JAM’ (Jesus & Me) Sunday School Leader: Mrs Sandra Ellis T.832168
Organist & Choir Master: Mr Matthew Merrett
Deanery Synod Representatives:
Vaughan Windle, 21 Eastward Ho T. 833988
One Vacancy
Resident Retired Priests:
Reverend Richard Ellis: 9 Kings Road, Leiston T.832168
Website Editor: Mrs Maureen Fox T.830929
Magazine Editor: Mrs Pat Carter T.831852 Email: pm42carter@gmail.com
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YOU"VE MADE IT!
A New Year. Another page in our personal Book of Life. A new
determination to make the best of circumstances which are still difficult
but which might - no, let's say WILL - get better as the year 2021 goes
on.
But the first thing to say is "congratulations!" You have dealt with all
the privations which 2020 threw at us and you are here to greet the
new year with hope and optimism. Of course, there are those who
have not made it through, and we lament their passing. But for you
and me, and all our families and friends, brighter times lie ahead as we
slowly recover from the shock of the old year.
And hasn't it been dreadful? Our individuality has been crushed and
we have been herded into conforming units by a government which
does not seem to know how to help us. We have been forced to follow
the arrows, queue here, stay apart, wear the horrible facemasks, not
eat out, not go for a drink, cancel our holiday, spy on our neighbours,
not hug the babies or the old folk, even not go to Church. Everywhere
you look, there are hectoring notices ordering us to do things (do you
remember the word 'please' which seems to have fallen out of use?).
People have not always been kind, and it seems as if a few have
taken delight in bullying their fellow citizens. And we wouldn't have
minded if we could have been confident that these measures were
brilliantly sensible and were going to keep us all safe and speedily
banish the ghastly bug. But it seems that one by one the orders forced
on us have been discredited, to be followed by other restrictions which
may themselves turn out to be of little use.
It's time we had a big BUT. Great little word, isn't it? It can indicate a
total change of direction, in this case a switch from moaning to
cheerfulness, the sun coming out from behind a dark cloud. And of
course there are lots of buts to encourage and comfort us. For a start,
it will be Spring in just a few weeks. Already the birds are starting their
nesting preliminaries, and the Spring flowers are poking exploratory
fingers out to meet the shivery mornings. Days grow longer, and a little
warmer, and faith and optimism become stronger as the delights of the
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natural year unfold. Then there is the joy of achievement - we have got
this far, so if we can continue to be careful and look after one another
there is every chance that we will be able to see it through. And
another cause for celebration is the jab! They told us it would be
years, if ever, before a jab could be developed to counter the bug that's one I'm glad they did get wrong. Of course it will be a little while
before the good jab-managers get round to helping us all, but it's
something big and meaningful to look forward to. And another one the Churches are open again so we can attend services, low-key and
coffee-free for now unfortunately, but the day will come when we can
throw away the masks, sing and drink our coffee (preferably not at the
same time) and praise God for our safe deliverance. Indeed, the more
you think ahead, the more grounds there are for gladness.
So it is, and will be, a good new year. There are things we can do
individually to make it even better, probably things we are doing
already. We can be kind to people who may be worried and confused
by the strangeness of the times. We can have a laugh and a joke and
cheer people up if they seem depressed. We can think carefully about
the things we do, but not become crushed by worries about things
which will probably never happen. We can thank, and be grateful to,
the people who are making our lives as normal as they can possibly
be - the shopworkers, post and milk deliverers, bus and train drivers,
marvellous medical people, schoolteachers, refuse collectors and
many other unsung heroes.
Go on then. Head out into 2021 with a smile on your face (even under
the mask for now). Be cheerful and optimistic - it really does make you
feel better. Think ahead to the sunlit uplands, where we can return to a
joyful and meaningful life, grateful and a little wiser for what we have
overcome.
Peter Roberts

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
SUNDAY SCHOOL PHOTOGRAPH (see November magazine)
I have received some names for the children in the photograph but would love
some more before I publish it in the magazine again. Please have another look and
see if you can help.
EDITOR
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Pondering Prayer
I am using Psalm 107 again this month because within it there are lessons
that can be learned in using it to guide our prayers. Last month I explained
something of how it tells us of the love of God. This month I hope to show
how God is with us when life is not going as well as we may have hoped.
Excerpts from verses 23-30 of the Psalm read:
“Others there were who go to the sea in ships ....... At His command the
storm-wind rose and lifted the waves high. The seamen were carried up to
the skies then plunged down into the depths: they were tossed to and fro in
peril, they reeled and staggered like drunkards ...........So they cried to the
Lord in their trouble and he brought them out of their distress. The storm
sank to a murmur and the waves of the sea were stilled ......... and He guided
them to the harbour they were making for.”
400 years ago the Pilgrim Fathers made that perilous trip from Plymouth
across the Atlantic Ocean to North America in the sailing ship the
Mayflower. With them they took a book containing particular passages from
the Bible including Psalm 107. It became a regular prayer for them as the
whole crossing was beset by storms and the rocking of the ship was not
dissimilar to the descriptions contained in the Psalm. They, like the Psalmist,
prayed for deliverance as they were being tossed from pillar to post and
against all the odds they eventually arrived at the shores of Cape Cod
(Massachusetts). Not the harbour they were aiming for in Virginia but a safe
harbour nevertheless. No doubt they then followed the words of verse 31:
“Let them give thanks to the Lord for His enduring love and for the
marvellous things he has done”.
Not everyone ends up in a storm at sea, but invariably there are storms
within each of our lives, some more fearsome than others. At such times I
have turned to God telling Him my fears and asking, at times pleading, for
his help, his guidance, to get me through. In such times tell God everything
that is on your mind. Hide nothing and the time eventually comes when the
storm subsides and all is peaceful again. Like the sea, our lives are ups and
downs, but allowing God into our daily lives through prayer will help to
smooth the way forward. The Psalmist can be a great aid in this. Reading
the problems of the Psalmist and comparing it with our own problems, and
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when all settles down being able to praise God “for the marvellous things He
has done”.
A prayer from Daily Prayer – Common Worship
O living Christ, rescue us from foolish passion and still the storms of our selfwill; and as you are our anchor in this life, so bring us to the heaven you have
prepared for us; for your mercy’s sake.
Br. Christian
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
ANSWERS TO THE QUIZ IN DECEMBER‟S MAGAZINE
NAME THAT CHRISTMAS CAROL OR SONG
I hope this didn‟t give you too many headaches – sincere apologies for the omission
in Question 7. Editor
1 ALL I WANT FOR CHRISTMAS IS MY TWO FRONT TEETH
2 IT CAME UPON A MIDNIGHT CLEAR
3THE TWELVE DAYS OF CHRISTMAS
4 CHESTNUTS ROASTING ON AN OPEN FIRE
5 FROSTY THE SNOWMAN
6 WE THREE KINGS OF ORIENT ARE
7 IT‟S BEGINNING TO LOOK A LOT LIKE CHRISTMAS (Apologies – I missed out
the A on the original)
8 THE FIRST NOWELL
9 ROCKING AROUND THE CHRISTMAS TREE
10 DING DONG MERRILY ON HIGH
11 WHAT CHILD IS THIS?
12 I WISH IT COULD BE CHRISTMAS EVERY DAY
13 THE LITTLE DRUMMER BOY
14 I SAW THREE SHIPS COME SAILING IN
15 DON‟T THEY KNOW IT‟S CHRISTMAS
16 HARK THE HERALD ANGELS SING
17 GOOD KING WENCESLAS
18 O COME ALL YE FAITHFUL
19 WHILE SHEPHERDS WATCHED THEIR FLOCKS BY NIGHT
20 I SAW MOTHER KISSING SANTA CLAUS
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JANUARY
At the start of the New Year all we can hope is it will be more relaxed than
last year. We seemed to be acting normally but not living our lives as we
wanted to ...everything changed. People working from home suddenly
realised they had gardens, heard the birds sing, people were baking,
decorating and there was time. The weather was lovely and people sat in
their gardens. It was a very sad year, losing loved ones with this terrible
virus but everyday illness didn‟t stop and we lost loved ones with terminal
illness. So many friends and relations passed on. We‟d all come out of our
doors on a Thursday night to clap for the wonderful NHS. It was as if we‟d
been wound up, out we came, clapped and waved at people then in we
came five minutes later not a sign of anyone, everywhere quiet, weird really.

We‟ve had some wonderful sunsets. I‟d walked down the road to see it
across the fields one late afternoon, the sun setting was golden, so bright,
but quite blinding. I thought someone was standing back to let me pass, but
I waved them on, they didn‟t move and I suddenly realised I was waving to a
wheelie bin. That was a laugh for the family. My son rang up to see how we
were. The first thing he said “Spoken to any wheelie bins lately?” So in spite
of everything you must find time to laugh, although hard at times.
As I write this it‟s not quite Christmas so I hope you had a good time and
managed to see family and friends. Hope the New Year brings you all Good
Health and Happiness and more freedom to meet up. We thank God we
have been able to get this far.
MARGARET CLARKE
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NEW YEAR TRADITIONS AROUND THE WORLD
New Year festivals have been celebrated for more than five thousand years,
some of them religious and some not. Several of the major world religions
count New Year as a main celebration but the Christian church never really
has. The Jews celebrate their new year as Rosh Hasbana in September or
October and the Chinese have a Spring Festival which is a great occasion
and an opportunity to make a fresh start.
One place where New Year is celebrated with great activity is Scotland. At
the time of the Reformation when any Christian festivals, other than Sunday
observances, were stopped the Scots transferred their celebrations from
Christmas to New Year. They call this celebration Hogmanay. The best
known ceremony attached to Hogmanay is that of first footing. As the clock
strikes midnight the first footer knocks on the door of a neighbour‟s house.
The first footer should be male, dark haired and carrying a piece of coal, a
sprig of mistletoe, some salt and some money. He wishes everybody „Happy
New Year‟ and is given some food and drink. The food would include
shortbread.
In Germany New Year‟s Eve is a time for parties for friends and neighbours.
Buffets are served with frankfurters and potato salad, sandwiches, pate and
brandysnaps. In Austria, where pigs are thought to bring good luck,
miniature pigs are given as New Year as tokens of good wishes.
In Canada some people enjoy progressive suppers on New Year‟s Eve.
These are mainly spent with close friends and family. The first course is
eaten at one home and then everyone moves on to the next house for the
second course and so on, for as many stops as people can manage.
New Year is traditionally a time for reflecting on the past year and looking
forward to the year to come. It is a good opportunity for letting go of
resentments or sadnesses, for being thankful for good things past and
putting them into God‟s hands for the coming year.
As we look into a new year this lovely prayer is appropriate
Teach us, Lord,
to serve you as you deserve,
to give and not to count the cost,
to fight and not to heed the wounds,
to toil and not to seek for rest,
to labour and not to ask for any reward,
save that of knowing that we do your will
St Ignatius of Loyola
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Welcome to ‘your page’ Activities to enjoy!
This month a picture to colour
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FOR YOU A WORD SEARCH THIS MONTH
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PLEASE NOTE Andrew Hawes no longer uses Mobile number 07521476294

CARLTON FOOTCARE
Sarah Shingfield Foot Health Practitioner
Practitioner MCFHP
MCFHP MAFHP
MAFHP
Offering
OfferingClinic
Clinicvisits
visitsor
orHome
Homevisits
visits
Call
CallSarah
Sarahonon07725215856
07725215856
Has own clinic in Carlton, Saxmundham or happy to visit in client’s home
Fully insured, DBS checked and registered member of
British Association of Foot Health Professionals
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ST MARGARET‟S CHURCH TOWER LIGHTS UP
During December the lighting of the Church
Tower was sponsored on:

Friday 4th, Saturday 5th, Sunday 6th, Monday 7th
In memory of Max Turner
Friday 25th Christmas Memories of Betty
With love from Margaret and Bill xx
*If you would like to mark a special occasion by
sponsoring the lighting of the Church Tower for a
donation of £5 per day, please write the details in the
diary provided in church, then place the completed
payment envelope in the wall safe. Many thanks.
*If you would like to arrange to light the tower during
the lockdown period, please contact Sandra (contact details page 2)

Special Prayers
David

Wedding
Saturday 12 December 2020

Shaun Michael Plumridge and Daisy Claire Drew

O CHRISTMAS TREE, O CHRISTMAS TREE,
HOW LOVELY ARE THY BRANCHES
Thank you very sincerely, Geoff Platt, for donating a beautiful tree for St
Margaret‟s Church this year in memory of Paul Snowden.
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MAGAZINE SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR 2021
Many thanks to everyone who bought the Parish Magazine during 2020. We
are most grateful for your support of St. Margaret's and its outreach work
both in our local community and further afield.
If you would like to continue subscribing to the St. Margaret's Church
Magazine, we are now collecting this year's subscriptions by means of a
payment envelope supplied with this magazine. Please enclose your £15
annual subscription in the envelope provided and then return it either to
the person who delivers your magazine or directly to Sandra Harle, church
treasurer, at 4 Lime Tree Avenue. Cash or cheques are both welcome but
cheques must be made payable to 'Leiston PCC'.
To help our editor, Pat Carter, with the task of producing another year of
informative and interesting magazines, please submit articles, photos, etc.,
to her as soon as possible each month but at the latest by the 18th. This can
be either by hand to: 42 Haylings Road or by email pm42carter@gmail.com
And, finally, a big ‘Thank You’ to everyone who helps to distribute the
magazine throughout the town each month. If you know of anyone who
would like to have the magazine delivered, please let me know and we can
add them to one of our delivery rounds.
Sandra Harle
**************************************
WITH CLOUDS DESCENDING by DAVID LOWE
The humorous and somewhat naughty story of a Cleric’s
ancestors
Many of you will remember David Lowe, one of our
previous Vicars. He has now written a book, illustrated
by Simon Merrett. Set in Ampthill, Bedfordshire, it is the
story of the Low family told by a priest who is himself part
of the Low clan, and presented as if he were the rector of
Ampthill. This semi-autobiographical book is set 130
years in the past and is mainly based on real events
inspired from the diaries of the author that he has kept for
twenty-five years (1984-2019). If you would like to
purchase a copy (£7 99p) please email Simon at
the5merretts@gmail.com
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THE ROLLRIGHT STONES
One of my two trips away this year has been a few days in The Cotswolds. While I
was there I visited the Rollright Stones which are west of Banbury. The Stones
consist of three monuments: the Whispering Knights burial chamber, King‟s Men
stone circle and King Stone standing stone ranging in date from 3500 to 1500 BC.
The Whispering Knights (left below) are the remains of an early Neolithic burial
chamber probably dating to around 3800 BC built by the first farming communities.
This type of tomb is known as a „portal dolmen‟. Other examples occur in Cornwall,
Wales and Ireland.
The King Stone (below right) is a large standing stone probably erected to mark a
Bronze Age cemetery dating to about 1800 – 1500 BC. Excavations in the 1980s
identified a previously unknown circular stone burial cairn next to the King Stone.

The King‟s Men stone circle (below) was a gatherng place for Neolithic people
around 4,500 years ago. It is built of natural limestone boulders that were found
within about 500m of the site. It originally formed a complete ring of stones with an
entrance opposite the tallest stone marked by two „portal‟ stones. Its design is
similar to stone circles in Cumbria.

PAT CARTER
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Christians Against Poverty Suffolk Coastal Debt
Centre.
Hello and Happy New Year!! My name is Karen Storer and I am the New CAP Suffolk
Coastal Debt Centre Manager run by St John’s Church in Saxmundham. I also attend
St Margaret’s Church as my local Church where I live just down the road in Leiston. I
would like to share with you the hopes we have at our local Debt Centre to help
more people out of debt and show God’s love and hope to them at this time.

Start the year with HOPE
At Christians Against Poverty (CAP), we help people who are struggling with
problem debt and, no matter how challenging their situation may be, we know
there’s always hope. Hope signals the beginning of change so, with this in mind,
let’s look at some of the positive changes we can make as we step into 2021 with
HOPE.

Health and Wellbeing. Make this a year where your Health and Wellbeing are
a priority.
There are some great resources and tools out there to help with improving health
and wellbeing. See nhs.uk/live-well/ for a range of ideas aimed at adults or
nhs.uk/change4life for great tips for families. Don’t forget your mental health is also
very important, see www.wellbeingsuffolk.co.ukfor further support.
If you need help with food please don’t go hungry, contact your local foodbank they
are ready and waiting to help.
The Leiston Foodbank is at
Leiston United Church
45a High Street
Open Friday and Saturday
10am-11.30

People. Keep in contact with people.
After many months of social distancing, your connections with other people may
have felt different from what you’re used to. Staying connected with others, even if
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through a screen, has helped many people realise that they’re not as alone or
isolated as they may feel. So make contact with your neighbours to see if they need
any help, send that email or make that call to stay in touch.

Money. Could this be the year you seek out help to get your finances sorted?
Perhaps the pandemic has left you out of work, or on less income. Are you in debt
and feeling like there is no hope? please call Christians Against Poverty on our
Freephone number 0800 328 0006. We are here to help you to become Debt Free
and to bring you hope. At CAP we also run a Money Course that is led by our fully
trained team member Julia. If you are interested in joining our next online course in
this New Year please let us know. This is a great opportunity to make a New Year’s
Resolution you can keep by understanding your finances better and creating a
personal workable budget.
For further information on CAP Services in your local area please contact
debtenquiries@saxstjohns.org.uk. Or call Karen Storer on 07549077419.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

The following was written by former MP and novelist Jeffrey Archer and
printed in a card received this Christmas. Both Jeffrey and his wife Mary are
cancer survivors, and the card is sold to raise funds for Cancer Research UK.
It tells the life story of Jesus Christ in 346 words.

The Son of God
He was born in a barn, his father a carpenter, and his mother a decent
woman, but they were of no significance, and certainly couldn’t have
afforded to give the boy a private education.
And yet, as a teenager, he was arguing the toss with his elders and betters in
the council chambers.
He never got a proper job, just roamed around the countryside, unshaven,
and living off bread and water and the occasional fish, while offering his
opinions to those who cared to listen.
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He became the manager of a football team known as The Disciples, not one
of them a star, in fact the twelfth man rather let the side down by accepting
a transfer fee of thirty pieces of silver to play for the opposition.
The authorities eventually arrested him as a rabble-rouser, but couldn’t
decide what to charge him with, other than the fact he claimed he was the
Son of God.
They strung him up with a couple of criminals, and when he finally gave up
the ghost, rather assumed that would be the last they’d hear of him.
The Disciples were relegated at the end of the season, in fact the captain
denied on more than one occasion that he’d ever been a member of His
team.
When He died at the age of thirty-three, there were no obituaries in the
local press reporting his achievements, no glossy supplements highlighting
his colourful career, no radio programmes to discuss his legacy, and no box
sets recording any of his miracles.
But then, He’d never relied on focus groups to advise him on current trends,
or advertising gurus to spend millions promoting his brand, or spin doctors
to sharpen his image, and he didn’t require social media to keep his
followers up to date, so you could be forgiven for assuming he’d be
forgotten in a few days.
So how can one explain that over two thousand years later, Jesus Christ is
still the best-known celebrity on earth? Could it just be that He was the
Son of God?
(Submitted by The Harle Family)
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
THE ROYAL BRITISH LEGION POPPY APPEAL 2020
An update on the Poppy Appeal donations collected in Leiston this year; the total
now stands at £3419.33. Thank you to all donors and supporters.
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ST. MARGARET’S CHURCH FAMILY
INTERCESSION PRAYERS FOR FEBRUARY 2021
Dear Friends
February’s magazine continues to focus on monthly prayer time, with the St
Margaret’s Church family group for this month as shown below. There are three
family groups with each one appearing in the magazine every three months.
However, you remain in our thoughts and prayers always.
If you would like to be included in our family monthly prayers, or have any queries
please email stmargaretsleiston@gmail.com. If you feel you would prefer to be
remembered in a particular month then please let us know. Also, if you have a
specific need for additional prayer time then please let us know and we will add you
to our ‘special prayers’ section.

In our Church Family Prayers
Jim & Pauline Florance
Bernard & Patsy Smith
Joe Diegnan
Pat, Neil, Lucy, Craig & Ryan Carter
Daryl, Helen & Chloe Cartley
John and Joy Kemp
Mary Joel
Kate Kersey
Peter Downey
Donna Button
Billy & Margaret Clarke
Lesley Martin
Julie, Ellie & Charlie Howard
Kay, Trevor & Grace Nash
Anthony & Sue Hawkes
Hilary & Richard Slaughter
Toby, Sharon, Emma & Sophie Slaughter
Jill Staff
Glyn & June Clarke
Mary Cornish
Gladys Stannard
Trevor & Thelma Hawkins
Kirsty Stowe
Rodney Avis

Roy Hubbard
Shirley Newman
Matthew, Vanessa, Alex, Kierah & Sasha Newman
Kathryn, Mark, Ian & Stuart Langley
Adrian & Jackie Shotter
Stephanie, Craig, Isla & Edie Shotter
Kim, Dan, Indi Rose & Florence Nola Keeble
Jan Snowden
Nicola, Jon, Toby & Robert Kerridge
Josie, Steven, Olivia & Maisie Snowden
Derek & Barbara Cole
June Linsell
Hilda Woodhead
Pat & John Swatton
Debbie, Samantha & Matthew Vettesse
Kay Curtis
Colin, Lucy, Freya, Lola & Leeam Curtis
Nicola, Matthew, Callum & Jamie Smy
David, Lisa, Isle & Neave Curtis
Elaine & Jon Ellis
Norman Chapman
Eamonn, Cathy & Ursula Harvey
Helen Thackeray
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St Margaret of Antioch

Parish Church of Leiston-cum-Sizewell
Church Road, Leiston, Suffolk IP16 4HG
NOTICE: Items for February’s magazine
Please note that all articles, adverts etc. will need to be submitted to Pat
Carter by 18 January for inclusion in the February Magazine. Thank you.
Email: pm42carter@gmail.com
The Parish Magazine is available from St Margaret’s Church. Delivery can be
arranged.

Keep up to date with all Church Events
By visiting our own website
www.stmargaretschurchleiston.onesuffolk.net
How to Find Us
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