ST MARGARET’S
Parish Church for Leiston-cum-Sizewell

JULY 2019
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CHURCH SERVICES
SUNDAY 7 JULY
9.00 HOLY COMMUNION SERVICE
10.30 FAMILY PRAISE & WORSHIP SERVICE

SUNDAY 14 JULY
10.00 PARISH EUCHARIST SERVICE & J.A.M. SUNDAY SCHOOL

SUNDAY 21 JULY
10.00 PARISH EUCHARIST SERVICE

SUNDAY 28 JULY
10.00 PARISH EUCHARIST SERVICE & J.A.M. SUNDAY SCHOOL

CONTACT US
Priest in Charge: Reverend Richard Finch: T.830421
The Vicarage, Church Road, Leiston E.vicarleiston@gmail.com
Associate Priest: Reverend Morag Finch
Reader: Mr Bernard Smith: 3 Daneway Gardens, Leiston T.830105
Lay Elders:
Mrs Pat Carter, 42 Haylings Road, Leiston T.831852
Mrs Sandra Harle: 4 Lime Tree Avenue, Leiston T. 833578
Church Wardens:
Mrs Pat Carter: 42 Haylings Road, Leiston T.831852
One Vacancy
PCC Treasurer: Mrs Sandra Harle: 4 Lime Tree Avenue, Leiston T. 833578
PCC Secretary: Mrs Pat Carter, 42 Haylings Road, Leiston T.831852
‘JAM’ (Jesus & Me) Sunday School Leader: Mrs Sandra Ellis T.832168
Organist & Choir Master : Mr Matthew Merrett
Deanery Synod Representatives:
Two Vacancies
Resident Retired Priests:
Reverend Richard Ellis: 9 Kings Road, Leiston T.832168
Reverend Pauline Florance: 1 Woodlands, Leiston T.768124
Reverend Jim Florance: 1 Woodlands, Leiston T.768124
Website Editor: Mrs Maureen Fox T.830929
Magazine Editor: Mrs Marian Peskett: T.833537 Email: t.peskett@sky.com

2

Angel (“a messenger from God”– Oxford Dictionary)
I believe in Angels. Not the winged angels of poetry and art but those we meet in the
Bible like the 3 men who visited Abraham and Sarah in Genesis 11. I also believe that
during my lifetime there have been many angels with messages from God and there
are probably many in our community giving that extra care and love that only angels
can bring. I want to tell you about my special angel without whom my life would
have been much different to the one I now enjoy.
From the age of seven I always wanted to serve God as a priest and worked toward
this during my school years. I didn’t pass the 11 plus but by the time I was in 4th year
at the Secondary Modern School there was an opportunity to take ‘O’ levels GCEs.
Having gained 5 passes I needed to stay on a 5th year to take French. My angel – my
form teacher – said to me, “Bernard, you can’t just stay on and take one subject. I
explained I was doing 2. “Still not enough” he said. So I replied, “Ok Sir, so what do
you suggest.” “Principles of Accounts boy.”
“What do I need accounts for, Sir”. “Well,” came the angel’s reply. “You could do the
church accounts couldn’t you?”
So I took the advice and surprisingly passed with distinction.
When I left school I was too young to attend a Church Selection Board so needed a
job. I didn’t even need to look, as the angel just got me a position working in the
office of Crisps Garage using my accountancy knowledge. I later spent 18 months
working for the Prudential in Romford before, having passed a Selection Board, the
church sent me to the Hostel of the Resurrection to begin my training. This was
followed by a year at Bernard Gilpin Durham before getting a place at Salisbury
Theological College.
While in Durham my angel, who by then was a teacher at a nearby Comprehensive
School, got in contact and one Sunday, along with his wife and 6 year old son, took
me on a tour from Gretna down to Lake Ullswater and back to college. Sadly I never
saw him again.
At Salisbury I made what turned out to be a disastrous decision to get married, only
to discover my wife suffered from what is now called Bi-Polar and so I left college and
my vocation to try and look after her. It was a difficult and unhappy period.
I firmly believe that God, knowing I was going to lose my way, had sent my angel to
ensure I would eventually get through those dark days.
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Because the angel had not only taught me accounts, but also payroll, I was able to
get an accounts position with a small engineering firm in Ipswich, where I stayed for
16 years and which helped keep me stable and solvent.
There have been other angels, including the one I am now married to, but they are
for another time perhaps. But I am convinced that my school teacher, Richard Dent,
was sent by God so that I would be prepared. And, of course, I do help with the
church accounts!
Bernard Smith

We are so pleased with ourselves because we managed to raise
£757.20 for The Children’s Society at the coffee morning held on
Friday 31 May. We are so grateful to David at The Dolphin
Thorpeness for hosting our event again, keeping us supplied with endless pots of
coffee and tea and for the tireless assistance of his staff. Of course, we could not
have achieved this magnificent amount without the dedication of our little group and
the generosity of everyone who came along to support us. Our thanks to everyone.
Lorraine

SUFFOLK HISTORIC CHURCHES TRUST 2019
ADVANCE NOTICE
The 38th Bike Ride and Stride will take place on Saturday 11 September. Last year
the Suffolk Historic Churches Trust raised £137,028 and with Gift Aid recovery a
total of £155,000. Participants can be either riders (on cycles) or striders (on foot).
Perhaps you’ll decide to have a go – or perhaps you can be one of the people who
meet and greet our visitors in our lovely church.
Please put this date in your diary and think about how YOU can take part.
Pat Carter
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Pondering Prayer
Over these days from Easter to Ascension Day and then on to Pentecost, the Birthday
of the church, I have been moved by some words the apostle Paul wrote to the
Philippian church about the Lord Jesus. “God exalted him to the highest place.”
Philippians 2:9
In state visits the Queen is a model of hospitality, giving her guests opportunity to
experience the splendour of the realm. How much more do we have to revel in as we
turn our thoughts and hearts to worship the King of Kings and Lord of Lords. With all
this splendour and majesty, we are able to rejoice that we have a place of safety for
in Colossians 3:3 Paul assures us that “Our lives are hidden with Christ in God” and
that, “when Christ, who is our life, appears, ( that is, comes again, as the angel
promised, )”we will also appear with him in glory.” We have so much to rejoice in!
Last month I shared an appeal from the Bible Society about Central Africa. At the first
Pentecost the people were amazed as the disciples were given the gift of sharing the
gospel in all the languages of the people gathered in Jerusalem at that time and we
read in the Bible that there will be people from every race and language and people
in heaven. Recently I was touched as I read about two young Mums from the Beehive
Project in Nakuru Kenya, who took part in a sponsored walk to raise money for
orphans and street children. Each young Mum, teenagers themselves, who have had
many difficulties to overcome, gave willingly from their pocket money, earned from
doing chores, to help others .
We have so much more! May the Lord touch our hearts that we might give so that
the national church in Chad might have a reliable vehicle to deliver Bibles and that
Christians caring for young people in need may help them to grow in their faith and
love of the Lord.
Lord Jesus, we rejoice to be members of your worldwide family. Bless our pockets,
that we might give to build the Body of Christ in Africa. Amen.
Revd. Pauline Florance
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ST. MARGARET’S CHURCH FAMILY
INTERCESSION PRAYERS FOR JULY 2019
Dear Friends
July’s magazine continues to focus on monthly prayer time, with the St Margaret’s
Church family group for this month as shown below. There are three family groups
with each one appearing in the magazine every three months. However, you remain
in our thoughts and prayers always.
If you would like to be included in our family monthly prayers, or have any queries
please email stmargaretsleiston@gmail.com. If you feel you would prefer to be
remembered in a particular month then please let us know. Also, if you have a
specific need for additional prayer time then please let us know and we will add you
to our ‘special prayers’ section.

In our Church Family Prayers
Jim & Pauline Florance
Bernard & Patsy Smith
Joe Diegnan
Pat, Neil, Lucy, Craig & Ryan Carter
Daryl, Helen & Chloe Cartley
John and Joy Kemp
Mary Joel
Kate Kersey
Peter Downey
Donna Button
Billy & Margaret Clarke
Lesley Martin
Julie, Ellie & Charlie Howard
Kay, Trevor & Grace Nash
Anthony & Sue Hawkes
Hilary & Richard Slaughter
Toby, Sharon, Emma & Sophie Slaughter
Jill Staff
Glyn & June Clarke
Robin & Mary Cornish
Gladys Stannard
Trevor & Thelma Hawkins
Kirsty Stowe
Rodney Avis

Roy Hubbard
Shirley Newman
Matthew, Vanessa, Alex, Kierah & Sasha Newman
Kathryn, Mark, Ian & Stuart Langley
Adrian & Jackie Shotter
Stephanie, Craig, Isla & Edie Shotter
Kim, Dan & Indi Rose Keeble
Jan Snowden
Nicola, Jon, Toby, & Robert Kerridge
Josie, Steven, Olivia & Maisie Snowden
Derek & Barbara Cole
June Linsell
Magdalene Chandler
Hilda Woodhead
Pat & John Swatton
Debbie, Samantha & Matthew Vettesse
Kay Curtis
Colin, Lucy, Freya, Lola & Leeam Curtis
Nicola, Matthew, Callum & Jamie Smy
David, Lisa, Isle & Neave Curtis
Elaine & Jon Ellis
Norman Chapman
Eamonn, Cathy & Ursula Harvey
Helen Thackeray
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ST MARGARET’S CHURCH TOWER LIGHTS UP
During June the lighting of the Church Tower
was sponsored on:
Sunday 16 June
In loving memory of our Dads, Brian Franklin and Colm
Jameson from Emma and David
Saturday 22 June
In loving memory of my Father's birthday William (Billy)
Fryer, with love from his son Paul Ivan Fryer

If you would like to mark a special occasion by
sponsoring the lighting of the Church Tower for a
donation of £5 per day, please write the details in the
diary provided in church, then put the completed
payment envelope in the wall safe. Many thanks.

JULY
I have noticed so many poppies this
year on the banks and sides of the
fields and I thought how lovely, as it all
fits in with the anniversary of the D Day
Landings.
It was such a nostalgic occasion for
those War Veterans who went through
so much as young men and was quite an effort for them to attend the Services of
Remembrance going on the ship to Normandy, but they were determined to do it.
Like one veteran said ‘we survived but the ones who lost their lives were the
heroes. ’What a wonderful generation!
In May we attended an afternoon Tea Party to celebrate the 100th birthday of Peggy
Howard, a well-known Leiston lady. It was so nice to meet up with friends and
family - such a lovely atmosphere. Peggy gave a speech; she is such an active lady
who loves her clubs and Bingo and has led a very busy social life. She looked so
happy and smart – a very young looking 100 year old lady. Well done!
Margaret Clarke
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Welcome to ‘your page’
Full of fun activities to enjoy

Find 5
differences
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JAM

Jesus and Me

Want to hear more about Jesus? Come along to
our ‘JAM’ sessions. Kids of all ages welcome!
Sunday 9 and 23 June at 10.00 am
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Pentecost, the Birthday of the Church
This year, on Sunday
9
June,
Leiston
Christians Together
celebrated Pentecost
by gathering together
for a bring-and-share
picnic. About twenty
adults and children
from the various
churches in Leiston
brought along garden
chairs, and a circle
was formed in the
church grounds. Revd. Richard Finch led a short informal act of worship and then
everyone enjoyed the delicious food, drink and good company, surrounded by
bubbles courtesy of Morag’s bubble-making machine!

Leiston Christians Together will meet up again later in the year to celebrate Harvest;
more details to follow nearer the time. Sandra Harle
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LADIES GROUP TRIP TO SIZEWELL
On Wednesday 19 June the Ladies Group and friends made their way to Sizewell,
the majority on four wheels and some on two feet. We had arranged to lunch
together at Sizewell T and then spend the afternoon at Gill’s bungalow overlooking
the beach. Everyone ordered from the extensive menu and enjoyed their meal
choices (sitting indoors this year as the weather was not up to its usual standard).
Afterwards we all took a leisurely walk to Gill’s home.
Margaret was celebrating, with her
husband Bill, their Diamond Wedding
Anniversary the next day and we
presented her with a bouquet to mark the
occasion. After the presentation some of
us chose to sit outside on Gill’s patio whilst
others sat in the conservatory and
chatted. Gill invited us all to enjoy a
Cornetto for our dessert – they were
delicious. Gill then made us tea and coffee
and we enjoyed our drinks while chatting.
The group’s next meeting takes the form
of a Bring and Share afternoon tea in Sue
and Anthony’s garden also at Sizewell on
Monday 15 July.

REMINDER ABOUT THE CANCER RESEARCH CAMPAIGN
A street collection is being held in Leiston on Saturday 27 July and I’m
helping the local organiser to organise the collection. This will be
from 9 am to 3 pm. Are you able to help for an hour, or even half an hour? If so,
please contact me. The local organiser tells me the Co-op have given permission for
the collection to take place on their premises (outside the front and back doors).
There aren’t many people who have not been touched by cancer either as individuals
or their family members. Breakthroughs of cures and treatments are being
discovered through intensive research all the time and research is probably the only
way this disease will be conquered. As you can imagine this research is expensive so
PLEASE HELP IF AT ALL POSSIBLE Pat Carter, 42 Haylings Road, Leiston Tel 831852
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News from St. Elizabeth Hospice
Up until 7 September this year, Elmer's Big Parade
Suffolk is in the parks and open spaces of Ipswich.
In addition to 55 large Elmer statues, the town will also
become a playground for a whole herd of young Elmers
keen to join in too. The 84 smaller sculptures, all representing schools and youth
organisations from Ipswich and the surrounding area, will also be on display in
several
herds
around
town.
For
more
information,
visit:
www.elmersbigparadesuffolk.co.uk

Laura Harle (Leiston) and Emily Knock (Kesgrave), both art students at Suffolk One
Sixth Form College, have based their Elmer design on much-loved characters from
children’s books. The pictures show their work in progress. Sandra Harle

"The dandelions and buttercups gild all the lawn:
the drowsy bee stumbles among the clover tops,
and summer sweetens all to me."
- James Russell Lowell
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SUMMER FETE – SATURDAY 20 JULY – 2PM to 4PM
This year our Summer Fete will be most appropriately held on St. Margaret’s Day (our
patronal festival) and your support is needed to make it a really successful event.
Musical entertainment this year will be provided by the ever-popular Ukelele Band.
Donations are needed for all the usual stalls – cakes, plants, books, jewellery, etc –
raffle and tombola prizes and also bottles for the bottle stall. These can be given to
me beforehand or brought along on the day. Also please let me know if you would
like to help on the day and if there is any particular stall/activity that you would like
to be allocated to. Any new ideas would be most welcome. Many thanks, in
advance, for all your donations, help and support.
You will see from the poster that there will be something for everyone, so do please
join us if you can for a traditional summer fete in our beautiful church and its
grounds. Sandra Harle

Julian Larkin MA (Oxon), ARCO.
Organist and harpsichordist Julian Larkin was Parry-Wood Organ Scholar at Exeter
College, Oxford. His career has embraced teaching, both in schools and privately,
examining, performing and adjudicating. After taking lessons with and participating
in master classes under the distinguished harpsichordist the late George Malcolm, he
gave recitals at Wigmore Hall and the Purcell Room, South Bank and organ recitals at
many London churches, including St Paul’s Cathedral. His career as examiner for
ABRSM and LCM, adjudicator and concert artist has taken him throughout Britain and
Eire, to many European and Asian countries and to New Zealand. His recordings
include a solo CD “Four Centuries of Organ Music”, made on the 1895 Walker organ
of St. Michael’s Church, Amersham and released on the Priory Label and the CD of a
live concert at St Martin-in-the-Fields, London, as organ soloist with the Chamber
Ensemble of London, in which he played works by Bach, Handel & Mozart. Julian has
lived in Suffolk since 2012.
Julian has very kindly agreed to give an organ and harpsichord recital at St.
Margaret’s Church on Saturday 27th July. The concert will start at 3pm and there
will be a retiring collection. Light refreshments will be served during the interval
and, as always, there will be a raffle. We look forward to seeing you there.
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In Our Special Prayers
Magda

Jill

Pam

Gemma

Framlingham in Wartime
2019 marks the 80th anniversary of the outbreak of the Second World War and also
the 75th anniversary of D Day. The Alde Valley Suffolk Family History Group’s next talk
is based around John Bridges’ latest book, A Suffolk Town in Wartime, Framlingham
1939 to 1945 and considers the many changes and local events that took place
throughout that period. Most towns had ARP, Fire, Police and Ambulance
preparations in hand before war broke out, but the provision of air raid shelters and
a siren would not become a reality until much later, by which time lives had been
lost.
The illustrated talk, with sound effects, will cover many subjects of interest
including Evacuees, Invasion threat, Defence of the town, Home Guard, ARP, War
Agricultural Executive Committees, Bombing raids, Rationing and more. John
Bridges is President of the Framlingham & District Local History & Preservation
Society. His interest in family history has enabled him to trace his origins in the
town back to the 1720s when his five-time great grandfather Silvanus set up as a
blacksmith in Double Street. John has written other books on Framlingham and also
a history of the motor car in Suffolk.
The talk will be at 7.30pm on Friday 19 July at Kelsale Village Hall, Bridge Street,
Kelsale, IP17 2PB. Admission is £1 for members, £3 for non-members, including
tea/coffee. NB. Kelsale Village Hall is up an external shallow flight of stairs, but
there is a stair lift: if you think you are likely to need it, please arrive early, and let
Angela Skelcher know beforehand, so we can be ready for you! 01728 830949
or a_skelcher@hotmail.com.
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ST MARGARET
My tour of the Saints in the East window seems
appropriate to start with the Saint our church is
dedicated to - St Margaret of Antioch (sometimes
referred to as Saint Marina.) She is thought to
have lived in the 3rd Century in Antioch in Syria
and her feast day is kept on 20 July. In our window
she is depicted holding a sword with a cross
shaped handle but elsewhere is associated with a
dragon. Virgin martyrs are often depicted wearing
crowns. Margaret is the patron saint of pregnancy
and childbirth.
Her mother having died soon after her birth,
Margaret was nursed by a Christian woman several miles from Antioch. Having
embraced Christianity Margaret was disowned by her father, adopted by her nurse,
and lived in the country keeping sheep with her foster mother (in what is now
Turkey). Margaret allegedly refused to marry a high ranking official or to renounce
her Christian faith and after trial and torture was beheaded. One story told about
Margaret is that Satan, disguised as a dragon, swallowed Margaret - she escaped
unharmed when the cross she carried irritated the dragon’s innards. As Marina she
is associated with the sea. During the medieval period Margaret was one of the most
famous saints and her voice was said to have been heard by Joan of Arc.
Morag Finch

A Summer Blessing
(Author Unknown)

May you walk with God
This summer
In whatever you do
Wherever you go
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DATE FOR YOUR DIARY

House Clearance
Service

Ceilidh & BBQ
With Sizewell Gap in aid of
Cancer Research
On 10 August
At Knodishall Village Hall

Buying of individual items or full
house clearance on request

Please call Molly
07854920332
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MRS MOP CLEANING
SERVICES OF LEISTON
Domestic, Commercial & End of
Tenancy Offering both one off and
regular services
Please call Verity on 07837703955
We are fully insured and happy to help
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St. Margaret of Antioch
Parish Church of Leiston-cum-Sizewell
Church Road, Leiston, Suffolk IP16 4HG
_________________________________________________________
NOTICE: Items for August’s magazine
Please note that all articles, adverts etc. will need to be submitted to Marian
Peskett by 18 July for inclusion in the August Magazine. Thank you.
Email: t.peskett@sky.com
The Parish Magazine is available from St Margaret’s Church or Leiston Library. Delivery can be arranged.

Keep up to date with all Church Events
By visiting our own website
www.stmargaretschurchleiston.onesuffolk.net
How to Find Us
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