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Contact Us
Priest in Charge:   Reverend Martin Phillips-Last:

The Vicarage, Church Rd.     T. 561149     E. rev.phillips-last@sky.com   

Assistant Priest:   Reverend Richard Ellis:     9 King’s Rd.    T. 832168    

Reader:   Mr Bernard Smith:    3 Daneway Gardens.   T. 830105   

Church Warden:   Mrs Shirley Newman:    3 Red House Lane.   T. 832446   
Church Warden:   Mrs Pat Carter:    42 Haylings Road.   T. 831852            

PCC Treasurer:   Mrs Sandra Harle:    4 Lime Tree Avenue.  T. 833578 

PCC Secretary:   Mrs Pat Carter:    42 Haylings Road.   T. 831852 

Sunday School:   Mrs Kathryn Phillips-Last:    T. 

Director of Music:   Mr Jonathan. S. Williams:     T. 603936 

Website & Magazine Editor:   Mrs Kathryn Williams:
T. 603936     E. stmargaretsleiston@gmail.com              

Deanery Synod Representative:   Miss Rosemary Gale:     7 High Green.   T. 832105
Deanery Synod Representative:   Mrs Shirley Newman:    3 Red House Lane.   T. 832446 

561149
Sunday School:   Mrs Sandra Ellis:    T. 832168 

Church Services

An all-age Informal Service for the whole Family. 
Praising the Lord through Drama, Readings & Music 

First Sunday of the Month

 10.30 Family Praise & Worship Service

 9.00 Holy Communion Service
A Traditional Service using Common Worship

Fourth Sunday of the Month
10.00 Parish Eucharist Service   & ‘JAM’ (Jesus & Me) Sunday School

6.30 Community Healing Service
Listen to the healing word of God through Prayer

Please note: No Service in January

Wednesday mid-week Holy Communion
10.00 Holy Communion Service
Please note: No Services in January

Second & Fifth Sunday of the Month
10.00 Parish Eucharist Service & ‘JAM’ (Jesus & Me) Sunday School

Third Sunday of the Month
10.00 ‘Welcome to the Table’ Family Communion

 A simple Family Communion Service 
where all are welcome to the table
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The Reverend’s Ramblings

Martin
The Reverend Martin Phillips-Last

'Begin, be bold, and Venture to be wise.'
'Horace' - Roman lyric poet

Begin, be bold, and Venture to be wise.

I learned nursery rhymes when I was little and sung as a child in the 
junior school choir. Here's one that I now recall at this time of year 
with some amusement…

I know an old man called Michael Finnegan. He grew whiskers on his chin-a-gin. The 
wind came out and blew them in-a-gin. Poor old Michael Finnegan! Begin-a-gin! I know 
an old man called Michael Finnegan….

Then the whole unfortunate tale would indeed 'begin-a-gin' and the silly nursery 
rhyme would repeat infinitum, to the distraction of my increasingly impatient parents 
and irritated siblings. I know now what I didn't then, that the injunction to 'begin-a-gin' 
or 'begin again,' was not only for a small child to repeat the rhyme. It was aimed at the 
unfortunate Michael Finnegan. Poor man! There he was, his whiskers growing as 
whiskers do, only to be thwarted by a change in the wind, so that his whiskers simply 
disappeared, pushed back into his chin no less. The moral of this nursery rhyme is, 
'don't be defeated'. Whatever way the wind blows, beginning again has got to be 
worth it. 

Each new year many of us begin-a-gin by making new year's resolutions that for most 
of us, myself included, are usually forgotten about by the middle of January. But 
Epiphany is different. Epiphany is a celebration of new beginnings, new adventures 
and new opportunities.' From the moment the Magi spotted that new star in the 
western sky and began their Journey to Bethlehem via Jerusalem. They knew that 
things were never going to be the same again. As they asked 'where is the one who has 
been born King of the Jews, we have come to worship Him.' They knew somehow that 
because of Him, life no longer had to resemble poor old Michael Finnegan's, for whom 
life was just one continuous circle of beginning the same old thing over and over again. 

So I pray for all of us, that unlike poor old Michael Finnegan the beginning of this New 
Year will not just simply be a time to begin-another-year-agin. But that just like the 
Magi, it will be for us all the beginning of new possibilities, new opportunities and new 
adventures into new experiences of hope, joy, peace and prosperity. As we all once 
again along with the Magi, kneel before the new born King.



 

 

 

During December the lighting of the 
St. Margaret’s Church Tower was sponsored on: 

Lights in memory of Jim Crowter

4th December - 7th December
Lights in memory of Max Turner

12th December
Remembering a dear husband, dad & grandad, Brian Staff,

who left us two years ago today

13th December
Lights in memory of Teresa Welford’s birthday

14th December

1st December

In loving memory of Freddie Moss, 
a wonderful husband, father & grandfather on his birthday

19th December
To celebrate the marriage between Julia Last & Philip Barber

19th December
Celebrating Adrian Reynold’s (Hilary’s brother) Birthday

19th December
In loving memory of Stephen Bloomfield on his Birthday

20th December
In memory of Fred Carter. Remembering a special husband, dad & grandad

on the sixth anniversary of his passing. 

St. Margaret’s Church Tower Lights Up
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If you would like to mark a special occasion by sponsoring the lighting of
St Margaret's Church Tower for a donation of £5 for each day & see your special occasion 

appear in the Church Magazine, then write the details in the diary provided in church.
If you would also complete a payment envelope, and put this either in the wall safe 

or give it directly to Sandra Harle, it will be received with many thanks. 
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Christingle Service

The Light has shone! From all over Leiston people gathered together at       
St. Margaret's Church on Sunday the 29th November to begin our Advent 
journey and to celebrate through song, drama, storytelling, oranges, red 
ribbons, cocktail sticks, raisins and a few sweets, the light of Christ. 
Our Christingle service was a wonderful opportunity for fellowship and fun. 
We listened to local children read, we joined in singing festive advent carols 
with St. Margaret's Choir and made new friends.  
All this led up to the lighting of our Christingles; a beautiful and bright 
moment, through which we all gave thanks to God for the light of his love 
and grace. 
Our Christingle this year was in support of the Children's Society.

The Reverend Martin Phillips-Last
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A Very Happy New Year

Kathryn Williams - Magazine Editor

Wishing everyone who has contributed to the 
magazine in any way, and also to those who support 
the magazine by reading it, a very peaceful New Year 
and warmest Christian blessings for 2016, from myself 
and all at St. Margaret’s Church.

Church Magazine Subscriptions for 2016
Many thanks to everyone who bought the Parish Magazine during 2015; through 
this you are helping to support St. Margaret’s and its outreach work within your 
local community. 
If you would like to continue, or start, subscribing to the St. Margaret’s Church 
Magazine we will be collecting subscriptions for 2016 during January. This will be 
via a payment envelope which you should find enclosed in this month’s edition of 
the magazine. Please enclose your £12.00 annual subscription in the envelope 
provided and then return it either to the person who delivers your magazine, return 
it to Margaret’s Church Shop, pop it in the Church’s wall safe or contact Sandra 
Harle on 833578 for further information. Cash or cheques are both welcome - 
Cheques should be made payable to ‘Leiston PCC’. 
Many thanks again for your continued support with the St. Margaret’s Magazine.

St. Margaret’s Church, Leiston

The Royal British Legion Concert

On Sunday 13th December, the Royal British Legion in conjunction with                 
St. Margaret’s Church invited us to a Christmas celebration of carols & festive 
music. We were delighted to hear some beautiful music from the Royal British 
Legion Band, the Training Band, as well as our very own wonderful                          
St. Margaret’s Church Choir & Organist / Choirmaster Jonathan Williams. 

and very well supported, raising £470 in total 
with £235 of the total raised going to help the work of  St. Margaret’s Church. 
A very big thank you to all those who performed, helped during the evening, 
organised, or took part in any way, to help make this a successful and a fantastic 
festive evening for all the community.

It was 
a truly enjoyable evening for all, 
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Christian Aid

thThis year Christian Aid celebrates its 70  anniversary.  Its history began in 1945 
as Europe both celebrated the end of the Second World War and came to terms 
with the terrible cruelty and suffering of the preceding six years.  The issues our 
world faces today have changed in the last seventy years.  But Christian Aid's 
core focus remains – ending the injustice of avoidable poverty that leaves so 
many without the means to take control of their lives and futures.
Following my normal practice I decided to send a donation to Christian Aid in 
lieu of Christmas cards for my church family.  Some of you, once again, 
expressed an interest in joining me in this venture.
Rosemary Gale, Betty Harland, Doris Harvey, Sylvia and Graham Hawes, Marian 
and Trevor Peskett and Hilary Slaughter joined with me to send a donation to 
Christian Aid. 
This year we have been able to send off a total donation of £95.00 to Christian 
Aid which will be used to help others less fortunate than us.  This year we have 
asked that this donation be used to provision of mosquito nets in Nigeria.

Pat Carter

Thank you to all of you who supported me at this time of year.

Christian Aid's wish: We still want to do more than solve 
problems.  We still want to build relationships of real mutual 
respect and to help people stand on their own feet in dignity 

and hopefulness.

WISHING YOU A BLESSED CHRISTMAS AND A PEACEFUL 2016

A Gift of Love & Hope

Lord,
We thank you for all the gifts you have given us; 

All the gifts we have received from others.
Help us be good stewards of all entrusted to us
That we may become new gifts of love & hope 

To all who need us.

Amen

Anonymous
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Cooking with the Bible

For Icing

260g of icing sugar 

2 tablespoons butter - room temp

lemon juice, enough to moisten into a spreading paste

crushed nuts & chocolate sprinkles to decorate 

Ingredients:

2 eggs 

190g sugar 

230ml sour cream 

1 teaspoon vanilla extract 

½ teaspoon lemon extract 

170g plain flour (add more if needed) 

1 teaspoon baking powder 

1 teaspoon baking soda 

½ teaspoon salt 

Epiphany Cake  

Epiphany, from the Greek word Epiphania, meaning "revelation" is based on the biblical story that tells of 
the Magi or Three Kings - Caspar (or Kaspar or Gaspar), Melchior & Balthasar, who saw a bright star on the 
night Christ was born and followed it to Bethlehem. 

Epiphany goes by various names in different cultures; Little Christmas, Three Kings Day, or Twelfth Night all 
remain the official end of the season's "Twelve Days of Christmas" - counting from Christmas evening on 
December 25 through to Epiphany on 6th January. 

There are many recipes to celebrate Epiphany. Such recipes include ‘Twelfth Cake’; a rich & dense, typically 
English fruitcake. Another is the ‘Epiphany Tart’. This is a jam tart but made into a six-point star for the 
occasion to symbolise the Star of Bethlehem. Some traditions use 13 different coloured jams to create this 
tart, creating the appearance of stained glass. Anything hot & spicy, like ginger snaps & spiced ale are also 
popular, recalling the spices brought by the Wise Men. Finally there is also the ‘Epiphany Cake’ shown below 
- don’t forget to put a baking-bean in the mixture just before cooking: Tradition states that the person who 
finds this bean is wished great fortune and happiness. 

Method:

Beat the eggs & sugar until light & fluffy. 

Add the sour cream & beat, then add the vanilla extract & lemon extract. 

Lightly fold in the sifted flour mixed along with the baking powder, baking soda & salt. 

Spoon into a ‘buttered’ round cake tin - 20 cm (8 inches) across & 8 cm (3 inch) deep. 

You can also line it with greesed baking parchment if you like. 

Make sure you add a baking-bean before putting the cake mix in the oven. 

Bake at 170 Celsius / 325 Fahrenheit, for 35 minutes or until risen & cooked. 

Allow to cool in the tin for 10 minutes, then turn the cake out onto a wire rack & allow to fully cool.

For the Icing:

Mix all the ingredients for the icing until it forms a spreadable paste. 

Ice the top and sides of the cake.

Decorate with a ring of crushed nuts and an inner circle of chocolate sprinkles. 
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Makes an ideal gift for a friend, 
loved one, or simply why not treat yourself!

The Diocese of St. Edmundsbury & Ipswich 
of which St. Margaret’s Church is a part
celebrated its Centenary year in 2014.

To help celebrate this momentous year we at St. Margaret’s Church
have created a cookbook full of tasty recipes for you to try.

Available after each Sunday’s Service
or 

Pop along and pick up your copy from 
Margaret’s Church Shop, here in the heart of Leiston

Helping to support your local Church 
and the important work it does.

Help us celebrate this special year & raise funds for
St. Margaret’s Church.

Pick up your copy of the cookbook now!

£5.00
Over 50 tasty

recipes for you 
to try!

Only 
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Advent Family Praise Service With Baptism

Come along & join us every 1st Sunday of the Month at 10.30am

Advent is the beginning of the church's new year, and what better way to welcome the 
new year in than with a family praise and worship service. And this new years Advent 
service has to be the best we've had so far, and it's all thanks to JAM (Jesus and me 
Sunday Group), who took the whole church on an adventure to Bethlehem, on the 
Bethlehem Bus. Great celebrations were had as the Bethlehem Bus journeyed around 
St Margaret's church to collect all the characters of the Nativity and take them off to 
Bethlehem for the big day. Our wonderful bus driver picked up the Archangel Gabriel, 
Mary, Joseph and their donkey, or was it a cow? The smallest Inn Keeper you'd ever 
seen and a couple of the Wise Men along with a rather terrifying and worried King 
Herod. And of course we must not forget the wonderfully bright star who was 
watching down from the pulpit as the story unfolded.
The Bethlehem Bus then pick up a few more passengers from the congregation and 
took us all to the font for a wonderful Advent Baptism. We all had a wonderful time and 
after JAM had led us all in prayer, we all left Church feeling really blessed by what JAM 
had done. Well done and thank you JAM, and we look forward to your next service 
during Easter.

The Reverend Martin Phillips-Last

Next Family Services: Sunday 3rd January & Sunday 7th February

J MAJesus and MeJ MA
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Many thanks to the Ladies Group for the beautiful Christmas Floral Decorations. 
As well as our thanks to Richard & Sandra Ellis and family for decorating the 
Christmas Tree, giving St. Margaret’s a real festive feel. 

St. Margaret’s Christmas Decorations

Christmas Carols & Candles
A very big thank you to everyone who contributed to make the St. Margaret’s 
Carols and Candles Service such a joyful occasion. It was a fantastic celebration 
with a wonderfully warm atmosphere which was enjoyed by all. 

Christmas Lights to Remember
Sincere thanks to all who took part in helping to make the St. Margaret’s Lights to 
Remember Service such a special time. This year all donations were in aid of            
St. Elizabeth’s Hospice. 

Christmas Tree
St. Margaret’s Church would like to take this opportunity to thank Jeff Platt, for 
kindly donating the Christmas Tree for 2015's festivities, as well as the oranges for 
the Christingle, in memory of his friend Paul Snowden. The tree looked beautiful all 
brightly lit and colourfully decorated, in turn giving the Church a real festive feel. 
Many thanks again from all at St. Margaret’s Church.

The Parish Church of St. Margaret’s, Leiston-with-Sizewell

The Parish Church of St. Margaret’s, Leiston-with-Sizewell

The Parish Church of St. Margaret’s, Leiston-with-Sizewell

The Parish Church of St. Margaret’s, Leiston-with-Sizewell
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“From the Kitchen Window”
Looking out onto the garden from the kitchen window, there appears to be 
a quiet stillness hanging over it. The autumn colours of the acer were quite 
spectacular this year; now there is not a leaf to be seen. The bare branches 
are like the lines on a road map. Some thick some thin, pointing in all 
directions. Though the magnolia is heavy with leaf, now a pale gold, strong 
winds will soon blow them away. 
In the garden beyond mine, stands a tall tree. The leaves long gone, so now 
against the cloudy sky the branches form a delicate tracery - like filigree.
The choisia, together with a few other shrubs that keep their leaves will 
bring some colour to the garden and provide shelter for the birds that come 
to feed. And the tall conifer keeps sentinel.
The garden is preparing to sleep through the long winter months, but as it 
sleeps new buds will be forming.

As Christ burst forth from the 
tomb on that first Easter 
morning, bringing hope and 
new life to the world, so in the 
spring, new leaves and blossom 
will burst into colour and the 
beauty of God’s creation will 
once again be revealed in a 
small country garden. 

Vi Matthews

Fancy meeting new friends over a cup of tea & a natter, then come along to 
the Leiston WI. We meet every 2nd Tuesday in the month at 7.30pm, WI 
Hall, John Street, Leiston.

We have a selection of speakers throughout the year, as 
well as organising trips out, lunches, afternoon teas and 
competitions. There’s always much fun and laughter and 
we are all young at heart!  We’d love to see you there!

Leiston WI

Judith Geater - Leiston WI President
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Sponsor A Chorister!

As a great encouragement and continued 
blessing to our worship here at St Margaret's 
Church, the Lord has been encouraging new 
voices to join the St Margaret's Church Choir, 
each voice adding a new dimension to the already 
inspiring worship that is at the very centre of our 
community.   

'Bow down and worship God for truly, God is here among you.'  (1 Corinthians 25). 

Paul's words to the Corinthians highlight how wonderful it truly is to 
worship God, because it is in the very centre of our worship, that God 
is present. 

For more information about this appeal please see our Organist 
& Choirmaster, Jonathan Williams.

To help encourage new members in the choir and 
in their part of leading us into worship and so into 
the presence of God, we have begun a new 
campaign entitled 'Sponsor a Chorister'. We 
would therefore like to invite you, if you are able, 
to make a donation of any size so that we can buy 
new robes, worship books and so on for new 
members of our choir. 

If you would like to make a donation please 
see Sandra Harle, our Church Treasurer. 
We thank you in advance for any help that 
you are able to offer.  
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10th Jan 24th Jan 31st Jan

Come along, meet new friends and have fun
finding out about Jesus with a new style 

of sunday school for kids of all ages.
Every 2nd, 4th & 5th Sunday      10am

  
@

J MAJesus and MeJ MA
Next             Sessions:

  

J MAJ MA

memory 

GAMES story

DVD’S

verse

time
CRAFTS

prayers

... come and join the fun, everyone welcome!

10th Jan 24th Jan 31st Jan
28th Feb 13th March 10th April27th March28th Feb 13th March 10th April27th March

14th Feb14th Feb

S r nt g ’  r , s. Mar La Ce ct os hu h ei t
Contact: Kathryn Phillips-Last 01728 561149 or Sandra Ellis 01728 832168
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Epiphany is a four week
celebration which starts
on the 6th January every
year. It is also known as 
Twelfth Night, and is 
when we remember 
the three wise men / 
the three Kings of the 
East (the Magi), who 
went to find baby Jesus.
The three wise men 
travelled for many 
weeks, across harsh 
country to find the 
new King. When they 
did find him, it was not 
in Jerusalem in a 
palace, but instead in
the little town ‘Bethlehem’.
On finding Jesus they knew 
he was the Saviour and so 
bowed down before him 
honouring him with their 
best treasures of Gold, 
Frankincense and Myrrh. 

The three wise men teach us that we can honour God in all sorts of
places, it doesn’t matter where we are.

Welcome to ‘your page’ 

full of fun

activities to enjoy!

Welcome to ‘your page’ 

full of fun

activities to enjoy!

Welcome  page’ 

  

 

to  

fun 

your

to

full of

activities enjoy!

Happy New Year from everyone at St. Margaret’s Church

Hosanna, Jesus, our Saviour is Born!

Happy New Year from everyone at St. Margaret’s ChurchHappy New Year from everyone at St. Margaret’s Church

Hosanna, Jesus, our Saviour is Born!Hosanna, Jesus, our Saviour is Born!
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Want to hear more about Jesus? Come along 
 to our ‘JAM’ Sessions - Kids of all ages welcome! 

Sunday 10th Jan, 24th Jan & 31st - All @ 10.00am  Jan  Sunday 10th Jan, 24th Jan & 31st - All @ 10.00am  Jan Sunday 10th Jan, 24th Jan & 31st - All @ 10.00am  Jan Sunday 10th Jan, 24th Jan & 31st - All @ 10.00am  Jan 

H
el

p 
th

e 
W

is
e 

M
en

 f
in

d 
th

e 
B

ab
y 

Je
su

s
Across

2. The wise men who visited Jesus, Mary & Joseph shortly 
    after Jesus’ birth.
4. A substance that is burned to produce a sweet smell. 
6. To come into existence by birth.
7. Presents which are given without cost to the one 
     receiving them.
8. A twinkling point of light in the night sky.

Down
1. A male ruler of a country.
2. A sticky substance with a strong smell which is used
     in making perfume.
3. A valuable, shiny, yellow metal used for making coins.
5. The direction which is opposite to west. 
6. To kneel or bend the body forward as a show of respect.

Magi            Gifts             Bow             East              Star    
Born            Gold            Myrrh           King          Incense

6

1

4

7

5

8

2 3
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World Leprosy Day is annually observed 
around the world on the last Sunday of 
January. The day was initiated in 1954 by 
French philanthropist and writer, Raoul 
Follereau, as a way to raise global awareness 
of this deadly ancient disease and call 
attention to the fact that it can be prevented, 
treated and cured. 
Leprosy is one of the oldest diseases known to 
humankind, yet millions of people are still 
affected worldwide. It is also known as 
Hansen’s disease, named after Norwegian 
physician, Gerhard Henrik Armauer Hansen, 
who debunked the prevailing notion of the 
time that leprosy was a hereditary disease. He 
showed that the disease had a bacterial cause 
instead. For thousands of years, people with 
leprosy have been stigmatised and considered 
to be at the extreme margins of the society. 
The aim of World Leprosy Day is to change this 
attitude and increase public awareness of the 
fact that leprosy can now be easily prevented 
and cured.
The date for World Leprosy Day was chosen to 
coincide with the anniversary of Indian 
freedom f ighter,  Mahatma Gandhi’s  
assassination on January 30, 1948. During his 
lifetime, Mahatma Gandhi worked tirelessly 
towards the betterment of people afflicted 
with leprosy.
As people living with the effects of one of the 
world’s most stigmatised diseases, people 
affected by leprosy are marginalised in 
society, denied basic human rights, and 
targeted by discriminatory legislation. You can 
help us take action, raise awareness, and 
tackle the consequences of stigma.

Leprosy is a bacterial disease of the 
skin & nerves.

Due to the lack of awareness & the 
stigma that surrounds the disease, 

some people delay seeking help 
and are diagnosed too late to 

prevent life-changing disabilities.

The nine banded armadillo can 
transfer leprosy to humans, with a 

recent outbreak in Florida USA 
being attributed to people coming 

into contact with  armadillos. 

The 1898 Leper’s Act is still on the 
statue books in many Indian states, 

which calls for people diagnosed 
with leprosy to be segregated & 
includes leprosy as grounds for 

divorce. Many are regularly 
thrown out their homes, jobs & 

their communities. 

Leprosy is completely curable, 
through a course of multi-drug 

treatment for six months - 1 year. 

Everyday nearly 600 more people 
are diagnosed with and start 

treatment for leprosy. In 2014, 
213,899 people were diagnosed and 

it is estimated that millions more 
go undiagnosed.

Six laws in India directly 
discriminate against those affected 

by leprosy.  

Pledge your SUPPORT and 
TOGETHER we can make a CHANGE 
in the lives of PEOPLE affected by 

Leprosy. 

World

31st January 2016

Facts about Leprosy

Day

www.leprosymission.org.uk 
tel. 01733 370505

For more info or to donate please contact: 

OR

www.lepra.org.uk    tel. 01206 216 700
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Looking at the golden leaves against a deep blue sky a few weeks ago I 
thought what a lovely season Autumn is. We get lovely sunsets and even on 
a misty day cobwebs appear on the bushes, where you didn’t notice them 
before . I was looking at a cobweb thinking how lovely it had been woven, 
when! saw this spider in the middle looking at me. I’m not worried about 
spiders so I said “Hello” I must be mad.

The leaves are falling fast now, like the poppies at the Remembrance 
Festival.

We’ve lived in our house many years and each generation of children have 
had fun sweeping up leaves or helping sweep them in piles ready to be put 
in the wheelbarrow. Our children, grandchildren and now Great 
Grandchildren have all enjoyed being hidden under the leaves or riding in 
the wheelbarrow or just throwing the leaves about as a game. We also had 
conkers, buckets of them which children collected after school.

My niece visited when her girls were small and my carpet was one mass of 
conkers all in lines, they played with them for a long time. Simple pleasures.

And now Christmas has been and gone, with big presents on a lot of 
children’s lists, sometimes it’s the simplest things like those little girls and 
their conkers that bring the most pleasure.  

Autumn Leaves

Margaret Clarke

With the hope that you all 
had a lovely Christmas and 
best wishes for the New 
Year. Praying for the most 
wanted gift; peace to 
everyone. 
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The wind whipped the leaves around the 
f o r e c o u r t  o f  t h e  M a r k e t  H a l l ,  
Saxmundham while we were trying to tie 
banners and balloons to the railings on 

stSaturday 21  November and we were 
worried that perhaps people might not 
turn out.  Our little group had worked 
long and hard baking, making and 
collecting so were worried this all might 
have been in vain.  The fear was short-
lived when the first group of people 
came bustling through the doors to a 
warm welcome.  Our visitors were 
generous to the extent we managed to 
raise a magnificent £1,327.50 after costs!  
Of course this figure was aided by the 
fact that we work tirelessly throughout 
the year to this end and Waitrose, 
Adnams, Tesco and the Coop at Leiston 
were kind enough to donate raffle 
prizes.  As well as this, the Coop also gave 
us a very large box of teabags as part of 
their new community support scheme. 
We were able to give left over goods to 
other events and charities so nothing 
was wasted and a further £162.90 was 
raised by the sale of Christmas cards, 
which is ongoing.
We would like to say a huge thank you to 
everyone who came, gave and worked 
so hard.  Thank you too for allowing us to 
promote our event in local newsletters, 
websites and newspapers.  We are 
grateful, as will be the young people who 
benefit from the money we raise to help 
The Children's Society continue to give 
them a better life.

The Children’s Society Coffee Morning

Lorraine Lloyd
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Algeria is a predominately Muslim country, with a small percentage of Christians. 
However with tensions in the area at a record high, Algeria’s Christians must hide their 
Faith with fear of reprisals if found out. Although Algeria’s secret believers must hide 
their Christian faith, demand for the Bible is higher than ever. With pressure on Christians 
increasing many churches must meet secretly, and threats, intimidation and abuse of 
Christians in society is common. However two thousand new Christians are baptised 
each year and Bible Society’s aim, funds allowing, is to give each one a Bible. It costs just 
£4 to give a Bible to a secret believer in Algeria. Please can you help and give a bible gift 
today?

Here are two  different peoples’ stories we would like to share with you.

Our work in Algeria is led by one man, Ali Khidri. He’s keeping the growing Algerian 
Church supplied with Scripture. Bible Society‘s office is the only place in the country 
where people can go to be sure to get a Bible. However these Bibles are heavily 
subsidised, and income from sales doesn’t even cover the cost. Your support would help 
keep Ali’s ministry alive and ensures Algerians have access to God’s Word. ‘The 
subsidised Bibles we buy at Bible Society are completely indispensable to us. Bible 
Society is the only place in Algeria where we can buy Scriptures and, despite the long 
drive, I regularly go to Algiers to bring some back,’ says Father Bertrand a regular 
customer and good friend of Ali’s.

Adel, one of Bible Society’s representatives, recently went to a mountain community 
with a Gospel and some CDs after a farmer there heard a Christian radio programme and 
phoned to ask for Scriptures. This man had been writing down every verse and 
explanation he’d heard on the radio for months, and had been sharing these around the 
village. Now he wants Adel to bring more Bibles, study guides, children’s books and audio 
Scriptures for his grandmother and people in the village.

Leila, 65, lives in a Salafist area (Salafism is an extreme form of Islam). If her family found 
out she was a Christian, they would kill her. Leila lives in a remote area and has little 
contact with other Christians. When Bible Society met her she said, ‘I like the story of 
Abraham and Sarah because it shows that even when it seems there is no hope, there is 
hope.’ Leila was baptised in June. She’s been secretly downloading Scripture recordings 
from our Algerian website. The Bible we gave her means Leila will be able to read God’s 
Word for the first time. Please pray for Leila and Christians like her across Algeria who 
must live their faith in secret. 

Algeria’s Secret Belivers 

To help more of Algeria’s secret believers & donate to this worthwhile cause, 
please visit our website, www.biblesociety.org.uk or contact us 

by telephone, 01793 418222 to give the gift of a bible, and spread God’s love.
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Christmas Hamper Raffle

A very big THANK YOU to everyone who supported our CHRISTMAS HAMPER 
RAFFLE  on Thursday 10th December by either giving donations, by manning the 
table in the Co-op or by buying tickets.  Not only did we raise £260 for church funds, 
we sold copies of our magazine and publicised the various services being held at   
St. Margaret's over the Christmas period.  The prize winners were (1) Cynthia Lee 
(2) Philllipa Culpeck and (3) Sue & Anthony Hawkes.
Many thanks again for all your support.

Bible Sunday 2015
The churches in Leiston celebrated Bible Sunday on 25th October and donations 
were collected for the work of the Society.  In total donations of £174.50 were 
raised and have been forwarded to the Society. Several people were able to 
complete Gift Aid forms thus adding 25p to every pound given.  These gifts help 
build a world where the Bible is shaping lives and communities everywhere.  The 
Leiston Christians Together Group has a Bible Society representative. 

Sandra Harle

Pat Carter

Lord,
As the Magi came to you,                             

into the place where you lived,                                                                                              
they knew they were at journey’s end.

This Christmas,                                                                                                              
after the journey through Advent,                                                                                                        

may we come before you                                                                                                       
in awe and wonder at your birth,                                                                                              

and be filled with wonder, thanks, 
and praise.

Epiphany - 6th January

Amen Anonymous
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Ladies Group Meeting December 2015
The Ladies Group, under the excellent 
leadership of Sue Hawkes, made 
sixteen floral arrangements which are 
now on the window sills and around 
the font for the Christmas period.  The 
first time the candles in the centre of 
the arrangements were lit was at the 
Lights to Remember service on 6th 
December.  They looked beautiful.

On the afternoon of Monday 7th 
December the Group met at the 
United Church where the ladies from 
their Wives Group were our guests for 
a Beetle Drive and delicious Christmas 
tea.  Great fun ensued especially for 
our “virgin” Beetle driver – it didn't 
take her long to get the hang of things.  
Winners of each drive move around 
the tables  so there is  ample 
opportunity to meet up with old 
friends and new.  After the Beetle card 
was full Sandra Harle was awarded the 
first prize and Gill got the booby prize.  
We all enjoyed a lovely tea with tea and 
coffee to drink.  We all set off for home 
clutching our Secret Santa gifts. 

We will be going to the Wentworth 
Hotel in Aldeburgh for our post-
Christmas lunch on Wednesday 20th 
January. To book your seat and to 
make your menu choices please see 
Pat.

Pat Carter



St. Margaret’s Church Family
Intercession Prayers for January 2016

Dear Friends,
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In our Church Family Prayers

January’s magazine continues to focus on monthly prayer time. Below is the St. Margaret’s Church 
family group for this month. Please remember each family group appears in the Magazine every three 
months. This is not to say you are not in our thoughts, you remain in our church family’s prayers 
always, however this will allow for our growing church family, and also for us all to focus our thoughts 
and prayers specifically on those listed for that particular month. 

If you would like to be included in our family monthly prayers, or have any queries please email 
stmargaretsleiston@gmail.com. I you would prefer to be remembered in a particular 
month then please let us know. Also, if you have a specific need for additional prayer time 

f you feel 
then please 

let us know and we’ll add you to our ‘special prayers’ section. 

Richard & Sandra Ellis

Christopher, Anna & Ada Ellis

Michael, Anika, Darcey & Jack Ellis

Chris & Elspeth Gonin

Basil & Jean Jenkyns

Jean Crowter

Valerie & Maurice Allchin

John & June Geater

Sue Geater

Ron & Diana Geater

Mary Ages

Doreen Bardwell

Stephen & Claire Miles

Daphne & Terri Roper

Pam Bloomfield

David & Lynn Bailey

Olive Wilson

 

 

 

 

Kevin, Jess & Oliver Ellis

James Ellis & Kristi Brennan

Ann Wood

Mary, Simon, Archie & Edward Reading

Peter & Jill Mower

Betty Harland

Joan Mower

Charlmaine, Lee, Luke & Liam Wright

Doreen Thomas

Vaughan & Jenny Windle

Liz Mills

Sue Watt

Colin & Penny Tipple

Barbara Moss

Rosemary Gale

Tom & Nona Wadsell-Campbell

Joan Fowler

Philip, Sandra, Emily, Ellie & Laura Harle

Eileen Griffiths

Grahame, Sylvia, Linda & Susan Hawes

Kirsty , Shane, Ceylon, AJ & Logan Stone

 

 

Jane Perrett

Paul & Judy Brett

Judy Foster
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Peter Mower

Joan Whale

Leah Crudgington

Pascale, Martin & their baby

 

In our Special Prayers

Robin Ellis

Jean Hardisty

Karis Braithwaite

 

 

 

Marion Ellis

Funerals - December 2015

Wednesday 2nd December         David Cook

Tuesday 15th December              Michael King

Isaiah 41:10,13 

‘Fear not, for I am with you; be not dismayed, for I am your God; I will 

.

Baptisms - December 2015

Sunday 6th December          Isla Shotter

they are expecting

"May the Lord give His angel charge over you, to guide you in all your ways." 
Psalm 91:11

"Children are a gift from the Lord, a child is a reward from Him." 
Psalm 127:3

strengthen you, I will help you, I will uphold you with my righteous right 
hand … For I, the LORD your God, hold your right hand.
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Let Us Pray...About Everything 

Revd. Pauline Florance

Paul writes in Philippians chapter four verse six, “Don't worry about anything; 
instead pray about everything.” I delight in God's “instead of”.  One day the 
Lord Jesus read from Isaiah chapter sixty-one in his local synagogue. The 
passage describes the purpose for which he came; that is to bring healing, to 
comfort the broken-hearted, release to the captives and to bring good news. I 
revel in the invitation I read in the passage to hand over to the Lord those 
experiences and emotions which drag me down and to receive in their place 
uplifting thoughts, feelings and attributes. Instead of a spirit of despair, we are 
offered a garment of praise.  Instead of mourning, the oil of gladness and so on. 
Life is tough yet the promise is that whatever life throws at us, the Lord will meet 
us in that experience as we wait upon him. So, instead of worrying, which comes 
naturally to us, we are given an antidote. Every time, we are invited to turn the 
worry into prayer.
A few weeks ago I attended a very inspiring conference. We were encouraged to 
take part in some supportive exercises, one of which has left me with vivid 
memories. In a small group we were asked to stand alone for a moment or two, 
and then choose two people to represent significant others in our life- maybe a 
parent or someone who has had a major influence in our spiritual growth. We 
asked those two people to stand behind us and maybe put their hand on our 
shoulder, if we wished.
After that we were asked to choose two more people to represent the 
prophets, who stood behind our “significant others”. Then someone else was 
invited to stand behind them to represent the patriarchs (such as Abraham, 
Isaac and Moses). We stood with all these people behind us, symbolically 
backing us up, in our walk of faith. It reminded me of the assurance of Hebrews 
chapter twelve in which we are told about being surrounded by a “great cloud 
of witnesses”, that is, those who have paved the way for us by faithfully trusting 
in our Heavenly Father.
To close the exercise we were asked to choose one more person to be our 
“angel”. They were to stand in front of us, welcoming us to move forward in our 
walk of faith. I can still see in my mind's eye the person I asked to be my angel. 
We had never met before, yet she smiled at me and held her hands out to me, 
inviting me to move toward her.
As we move forward into a new year, let's take heart from all this back-up and 
the promises of God. May the Lord help us to encourage one another and to 
make the world around us a better place in which to live.
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1. Sin whispers to the wicked in the depths of their heart: there is no fear of God before their eyes.

2.   They flatter themselves in their own eyes that their abominable sin will not be found out.

3.  The words of their mouth are unrighteous and full of deceit; they have ceased to act wisely and 

to do good.

4.  They think out mischief upon their beds, and have set themselves in no good way; nor do  they 

abhor that which is evil.

5.   Your love, O Lord, reaches to the heavens and your faithfulness to the clouds.

6.  Your righteousness stands like the strong mountains, and your justice like the great deeps; your 

Lord shall save both man and beast.

7.  How precious is your loving mercy, O God; All mortal flesh shall take refuge under the shadow of 

your wings.

8.  They shall be satisfied with the abundance of your house: they shall drink from the river of your 

delights.

9.  For you is the well of life and in your light shall we see light.

10. O continue your loving kindness to those who know you and your righteousness to this  who are 

true of heart.

11.  Let not the foot of pride come against me nor the hand of the ungodly thrust me away.

12. There  are  they  fallen,  all  who  work  wickedness. They  are  cast down and shall not be able  to     

       stand.

An artist might observe that to highlight a beautiful flower in a painting or photograph is to 
have a background that is a contrast. So to show a red rose, a suitable light colour could 
highlight its beauty. Our psalm for this month seems to follow this approach to good 
effect. The first four verses describe the attitude of the person who deliberately chooses 
sin as a way of life.  The subtly of sin, which the psalmist describes, as whispering in the 
depths of the heart. Have we ever experienced this – or not experienced it – and taken no 
notice when we ignore the presence of God? Perhaps our tongues speak cruelly or unkindly 
of others? Or does it all start in the darkness of a sleepless night when the sinner plans 
unkindness’s to impose on others.

This background of sin, seems to change when our author utters his prayer to God in v5 

'Your love O Lord reaches to the heavens'. 'How precious is your loving mercy' a phrase 

that the Pope could use in his year of mercy. So the contrast with the first four verses is 

sharp The writer describes, first of all the way sin grows in the human heart – and on the 

other hand the good person has attitudes in which he depicts God's unfailing love, his 

faithfulness (v5), his righteousness and his justice (v6). The psalmist pictures the love and 

mercy of God as big as the universe. That is quite something and sets the tone as we look 

forwards to lent.

Revd. Chris Gonin

Psalm 36 - A Commentary

References: The People's Bible Commentary Donald Coggan The Bible Reading Fellowship

The Commentary
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Sizewell Road, Leiston

Margaret’sMargaret’sMargaret’sMargaret’s
Church Shop

All donations of books, household items and especially good quality clothing welcomed. 

... helping to support the work of St. Margaret’s Church within the local community!

If interested in advertising in this magazine & would like 
further details please email: stmargaretsleiston@gmail.com

A big thank you to everyone who is currently 
advertising in the magazine. Happy New Year!  

Your advert is helping 
to support your
local church & its
work in the local
community.  

 

CHIROPODIST - PODIATRIST

Pauline Burrell - Saward
FSSch Dip of POD BcPA REG. H.P.C

Lynette Morley
MCFHP  MAFHP

Home visits available

CORNS, HARD SKIN,
INGROWING NAILS,
DEFORMED NAILS,

VERRUCAS, HEEL PAIN,
ARTHRITIS, FUNGUS,

DIABETES

Member of British Chiropody Association

SURGERIES
72 High Street, Leiston

Telephone: (01728) 832998

Orford Doctor’s Surgery
Telephone: (01394) 450315

CORNS, HARD SKIN,
INGROWING NAILS,
DEFORMED NAILS,

VERRUCAS, HEEL PAIN,
ARTHRITIS, FUNGUS,

DIABETES

CORNS, HARD SKIN,
INGROWING NAILS,
DEFORMED NAILS,

VERRUCAS, HEEL PAIN,
ARTHRITIS, FUNGUS,

DIABETES

SURGERIES
72 High Street, Leiston

Telephone: (01728) 832998

Orford Doctor’s Surgery
Telephone: (01394) 450315

SURGERIES
72 High Street, Leiston

Telephone: (01728) 832998

Orford Doctor’s Surgery
Telephone: (01394) 450315

A personal & friendly eye care service 
in the comfort of your own home.

Unable to get to a high street optician
then contact us for further information

01473 857703

www.ipswichhomeoptician.co.uk

enquires@lambshomeeyecare.com 

Optometrist: Andrew Lamb BSc Optom

When contacting any of the businesses advertised, 
don’t forget to mention you saw their advert in the 

St. Margaret’s Magazine! 
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Basic Sewing & Knitting skills and Crafts

     
Want to try a new craft, or mend / alter clothes but not sure where to start? Come & give it a go 

at one of our workshop sessions. Only £10 per session - Includes all you need for a crafty make!

     

Basic Sewing & Knitting skills and CraftsBasic Sewing & Knitting skills and CraftsBasic Sewing & Knitting skills and CraftsBasic Sewing & Knitting skills and CraftsBasic Sewing & Knitting skills and Crafts

     

 Ring Sandra Ellis on 01728 832168 for Further Details
   Ring Sandra Ellis on 01728 832168 for Further Details 
   Ring Sandra Ellis on 01728 832168 for Further Details 
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Fairweather Stephenson & Co
SOLICITORS.

OLD BANK CHAMBERS, 51 HIGH STREET, LEISTON, IP16 4EL
 

TEL: 01728 832832

  

 

Hand made gifts, doorstops & cushions also available to order!

MACDONALDS
ELECTRICAL

SALES
&

REPAIRS
Televisions, Hi-Fi’s, Washing Machines, 

Tumble Dryers, Microwave Ovens etc

22 Carr Avenue, Leiston
Tel: 01728 830762

 

A dealer you can rely on

LEISTON
TRADING POST

A family business you can trust
EST. 1970

17 High Street,

Antiques/Collectables/Bric a Brac/Jewellery/Gold/Silver wanted

Full Professional House Clearance Specialists
Single items or complete service including sheds 

free valuation, we visit you.

Leiston IP16 4EL

01728 830081
Mobile: 0771 259 6005

 

 

The
Dogs Cabin

Grooming & Dog Walking
Jamie Phillips

87 Waterloo Avenue
Leiston

Suffolk. IP16 4HN

 

Tel   01728831152

 

Mobile  07510278132

 

westwardho54@yahoo.co.uk
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richardson’s clearance suffolk
house clearance specialists

flats, garages, sheds, lofts, offices / commercial premises. man with a van services available

professional, friendly service guaranteed

for a free, no obligation quote call: 07591 722144
We always donate & recycle where possible

 

 
 

tel. 01728 831227  
email: leistoncarpets@hotmail.com  

10 - 12 High Street . Leiston . Suffolk . IP16 4EW

carpets . rugs . flooring . beds . headboards . mattresses

 
 

 
The Leiston Carpet Company  

Quality

Housekeeping

Services

Whether you have a private home, 

an office or a holiday let, 

we can provide a regular cleaning service 

or a one-off 'spring clean' 

and are happy to produce a 

package to suit your individual needs. 

Laundry service also provided. 

For further details please contact:                               

Marion Keen & Sandra Ellis

07756563507 or 07934286534 

sandra@mendmakecreate.co.uk

Whether you have a private home, 

an office or a holiday let, 

we can provide a regular cleaning service 

or a one-off 'spring clean' 

and are happy to produce a 

package to suit your individual needs. 

Laundry service also provided. 

For further details please contact:                               

Whether you have a private home, 

an office or a holiday let, 

we can provide a regular cleaning service 

or a one-off 'spring clean' 

and are happy to produce a 

package to suit your individual needs. 

Laundry service also provided. 

For further details please contact:                               

 

MCT
ELECTRICAL

194 High Street
Aldeburgh  
IP15 5AJ 

Domestic Appliance
Repairs / Enquiries

Tel / Fax: 01728 830626
 

Email: 
mick@taylor1492.fsworld.co.uk

 
Domestic Appliance
DIY & Hardware

Sales: Tel / Fax: 01728 454600

Owners of the Greenwood Burial Ground, Farnham 

 Established 1979
TONY BROWN’S FUNERAL SERVICE

Tel: 01728 603108    Email: tb.fs@virgin.net     Website: tonybrownfuneralservices.co.uk
The Funeral Parlour, New Cut, Saxmundham, IP17 1EH  

Floral tributes and memorials supplied      Pre-paid Funeral Plans available

 

Tel: 01728 603108    Email: tb.fs@virgin.net     Website: tonybrownfuneralservices.co.uk

 Established 1979

MCT
ELECTRICAL

MCT
ELECTRICAL

Andrew Vincent
Plumbing and Heating

Leiston

Telephone: 01728 561093

Mobile: 07545522695
av_plumbingandheating@hotmail.com

Gas Safe Registered Engineer - No.570680

Contact:

THOMAS
MERRETT

SCULPTOR
& 

STONE CARVER

HAND
CARVED

MEMORIALS

07856 581205

merrett.thomas@gmail.com

www.thomasmerrett.com

07856 58120507856 581205

merrett.thomas@gmail.commerrett.thomas@gmail.com

www.thomasmerrett.comwww.thomasmerrett.com

 



Keep up to date with all Church Events

www.stmargaretschurchleiston.onesuffolk.net
by visiting our own website: @

Co-op
Supermarket

Margaret’s
Church Shop

Cinema
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Vicarage

St. Margaret’s Church
Main Entrance

Disabled Access

To Aldeburgh

To Yoxford

The Gables

St Margarets Cr

Esso

How to Find Us
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St. Margaret’s Church, Church Road or from

Margaret’s Church Shop on Sizewell Rd.

Alternatively, delivery can also be arranged.

The Parish Magazine is available from: 

@

Email Address:   stmargaretsleiston@gmail.com

Please note that all articles, adverts etc. will need to be submitted

to Kathryn Williams by  for inclusion in February’s 
Magazine. Thank you.

 

18th January

Notice: Items for February’s Magazine:

Knowing the Love of Jesus & Making the Love of Jesus Known to All

St. Margaret of Antioch
Parish Church of Leiston-cum-Sizewell

Priest in Charge - Reverend Martin Phillips-Last Assistant Priest - Reverend Richard Ellis

Church Road, Leiston, Suffolk, IP16 4HG
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