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CHURCH SERVICES
SUNDAY 4 MARCH
9.00 HOLY COMMUNION SERVICE
10.30 FAMILY PRAISE & WORSHIP SERVICE

SUNDAY 11 MARCHN
10.00 PARISH EUCHARIST SERVICE & J.A.M. SUNDAY SCHOOL

SUNDAY 18 MARCH
10.00 ’WELCOME TO THE TABLE’ FAMILY HOLY COMMUNION SERVICE

SUNDAY 25 MARCH
10.00 PARISH EUCHARIST SERVICE & J.A.M. SUNDAY SCHOOL

MAUNDY THURSDAY 29 MARCH
7.00 PM PARSH COMMUNION

CONTACT US
Priest in Charge: Vacancy
Reader: Mr Bernard Smith: 3 Daneway Gardens, Leiston T.830105
Lay Elders:
Mrs Pat Carter, 42 Haylings Road, Leiston T.831852
Mrs Sandra Harle: 4 Lime Tree Avenue, Leiston T. 833578
Church Wardens:
Mrs Pat Carter: 42 Haylings Road, Leiston T.831852
Mr Peter Roberts, Meadowcroft, East Green, Kelsale T.603772
PCC Treasurer: Mrs Sandra Harle: 4 Lime Tree Avenue, Leiston T. 833578
PCC Secretary: Mrs Pat Carter, 42 Haylings Road, Leiston T.831852
‘JAM’ (Jesus & Me) Sunday School Leader: Mrs Sandra Ellis T.832168
Director of Music: Mr Jonathan Williams T.604733
Deanery Synod Representatives:
Miss Rosemary Gale T.832105
Mr Simon Merrett T.830900
Resident Retired Priests:
Reverend Richard Ellis: 9 Kings Road, Leiston T.832168,
Reverend Pauline Florance: 1 Woodlands, Leiston T.768124
Reverend Jim Florance: 1 Woodlands, Leiston T.768124
Website Editor: Mrs Kathryn Williams T.604733
Magazine Editor: Mrs Marian Peskett: T.833537 Email: t.peskett@sky.com
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‘THINGS WE WANT OUR MOTHERS TO KNOW’
Browsing the book stall at a Christmas Bazaar, I came across a novel entitled
‘Things I want my Daughters to Know’. Being a mum of three girls, I felt sure
that this would make good bedtime reading for me. The story begins just a few
days after the death of Barbara, the mother of four daughters, three being
young adults and the youngest just a teenager. She had suffered from cancer
for several months which had allowed her to keep a final journal entitled
‘Mum’s thoughts’ and to write individual farewell letters to each of them. Both
the journal and the letters, some read immediately and some left unopened
for some time, touched the girls in different ways but each gave comfort and
eased the grief of losing a mother at a relatively early age. Even though no
longer with them, her written words, expressing her immense love for them,
gave all four the strength and courage needed for the difficult days ahead.
A mother’s love for her child is unconditional and forever. It is our mothers
who shape us, who nurture us both physically and emotionally and who
empower us to face the world. She is the person whom we think of in our
happy and not so happy times. She is the one who comes to our minds when
we are unwell, when we are sad, when we are not able to achieve something
or when we reach the greatest height of success. We can be confident in the
knowledge that our mothers will be there for us, whatever our age, whatever
our circumstances and whatever our needs. Agatha Christie, the author of
countless detective novels, wrote ‘A mother’s love for her child is like nothing
else in the world. It knows no law, no pity. It dares all things and crushes down
remorselessly all that stands in its path’.
Now, substitute ‘mother’ in the above with God, our Heavenly Father. He is
all that our mothers are to us, and more. In Isaiah (66:13) we read his words
“As a mother comforts her son, so will I comfort you”. God likens His care over
us to the role of a mother. His love is perfect, unconditional, forgiving,
sacrificial, refreshing, redeeming, everlasting, inspiring and so much more.
So, reassured by God’s love and that of our mothers, we look forward to
Mothering Sunday; a day when we say a special ‘thank you’ to our mums for
all the love and care they show us throughout our daily lives. Many of us will
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have loving memories of mums who have sadly passed away and others will be
receiving a card for the very first time – a special moment, which will never be
forgotten. However, we express our appreciation of our mothers this
Mothering Sunday, with flowers or just a simple card, let us ensure that our
sentiments include ‘The Things we want our Mothers to Know’, not least just
how much we love and appreciate them! Sandra Harle
WELCOME BACK, MARGARET!
Members of the Ladies Group met at Leiston United Church on Wedesday 21
February and were pleased to act as hosts to their guests members of the
United Church. The occasion was the postponed Beetle Drive and afternoon
tea. After the welcome and basic explanantions of how to play to three people
who had not played before the Beetle Drive began. As the highest scorers of
each game move on to a new table there was soon lots of chat as ladies met
friends they had not seen for a while. However one or two appeared to be
glued to their seats!
At the end of the game Rosemary was
presented with the booby prize and Pat the
winner’s prize. Tea and coffee followed with
a marvellous array of food to enjoy. A very
pleasant afternoon which all the ladies
enjoyed. A wonderful bonus was the return
to the Group of Margaret Clarke following
her operation last year and convalescence.
Margaret, it was lovely to have you back with
us and looking so well. Everyone was invited
to choose one of the array of colourful
primroses to take home and our picture
shows Margaret choosing hers.
Betty, thank you for the loan of the Beetle
equipment. Hopefully you’ll be able to join
us soon!
Many thanks to everyone who gave donations, which totalled £80, at our
'Christingle' Family Praise & Worship Service on Sunday 4 February. A cheque
for this amount has been sent to The Children's Society. Sandra Harle
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ST. MARGARET’S CHURCH TOWER LIGHTS UP

During February the lighting of the Church Tower was sponsored
on:
Saturday 10 February
In memory of Paul Newman on our Golden Wedding Anniversary
and Paul's 74th birthday.
With love, Shirley x
Tuesday 27 and Wednesday 28 February
In loving memory of Alan Trevor Phillips 1977-2017
A much loved son, husband, dad, brother and uncle.

If you’d like to mark a special occasion by sponsoring the lighting of the Church Tower
for a donation of £5 per day, please write the details in the diary provided in church,
then put the completed payment envelope in the wall safe. Many thanks.
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PSALM 22. 23 – 31
23. Praise the Lord you that fear him; O seed of Jacob glorify him:
stand in awe of him, O seed of Israel.
24. For he has not despised nor abhorred the suffering of the
poor; neither has he hidden his face from them; but when
they cried to him he heard them.
25. From you comes my praise in the great congregation; I will
perform my vows in the presence of those that fear you.
26. The poor shall eat and be satisfied; those who seek the Lord
shall praise him; their hearts shall live forever.
27. All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord,
and all the families of the nations shall bow before him.
28. For the kingdom is the Lord’s, and he rules over the nations.
29. How can those who sleep in the earth bow down in worship,
or those who go down in to the dust kneel before him?
30. He has saved my life for himself; my descendants shall serve
him; and shall be told of the Lord for generations to come.
31. They shall come and make known his salvation, to a people
yet unborn, declaring that he the Lord has done it.
You may remember that in the notes for last month we noted that
Psalms 22, 23 and 24 form a sandwich – 22 - the Cross, 23, the shepherds
Crook and 24 the Crown of God our king. It is certain that Jesus as a child
was taken to the Synagogue by Mary and Joseph and absorbed large
portions of scripture. In his ministry we notice that they became a huge
part of his support in his work. On the cross itself St Luke records how
Jesus used the words from this Psalm 22 ‘My God, my God why have you
forsaken me’ to express his feelings of desolation.
All of us from time to time experience times of darkness not perhaps to
the same depth as Jesus on the cross, but occasions of failure, loneliness
or desperation. At the present time if we look at the news on the T.V. it
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seems as if there is nothing but muddle, confusion and disaster. In these
last eight verses of this Psalm the mood changes. The psalmist
encourages us to worship a God who attends to the needs of the poor –
food is found for the needy and above all despite so many signs to the
contrary, God rules our world and universe. If we cast our minds back to
the words Jesus uses on the cross, they remind us of the meaning that
the New Testament gives to the Cross (Romans 5.8.) The Cross makes
plane God’s love, which is always there for us, and gives salvation to our
lives - as verse 31 above confirms. We all experience our own sins and
failures - our fickleness encourages us to turn away from Him. But like
the Prodigal Son, when we come to ourselves we find that God’s love is
there for us.
References:Unlocking the Bible: David Pawson Collins, The People’s Bible Commentary:
Donald Coggan. The Bible Reading Fellowship
Chris Gonin

EASTER FAIR – SATURDAY 24 MARCH – 2PM to 4PM
Plans are well underway for our EASTER FAIR but your help is needed to make
it a really egg-cellent event!
Donations are needed for all the usual stalls – cakes, plants, books and toys –
raffle and tombola prizes and also bottles for the bottle stall. These can be
given to me beforehand, taken into Margaret’s Shop or brought along on the
day. Also please let me know if you would like to help on the day and if there
is any particular stall/activity that you would like to be allocated to. Any eggciting ideas, with an Easter theme, would be most welcome.
Many thanks, in advance, for all your donations, help and support.

Sandra Harle (Tel: 833578)
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Pondering Prayer
At this time of year, as we live through Lent, looking forward to
Easter we can find ourselves experiencing various emotions. So
many people seem to be recovering from ill health. There is a
sense of hope as we see the beautiful Spring flowers and the days
are getting longer, yet sometimes we find it hard to keep feeling
buoyant and positive. Our focus needs to be drawn back to resting
in the Lord and letting him take the strain. It’s good to remember
the invitation the Lord Jesus gives us in Matthew 11: 28-30 to
come to him when things get us down and we are feeling weary.
Not long ago a little boy I know was visiting us with his family. He
is at the stage of life when he is going through the terrible two’s.
Something had upset him and he was standing outside the door
of the room in which we were all sitting, and he was crying. He
had been invited in to sit with the rest of the family, but he refused
and stayed outside frustrated. I was touched by the way his Mum
and Dad quietly waited for him to calm down and want to come to
them. The moment he opened the door to join the family his
Mum’s arms opened wide and he was swept up into them. As we
ponder our relationship with the Lord this Lent, do we imagine we
have to keep doing things for the Lord, and getting everything
right, or do we believe we can simply come and rest in his loving
presence? Let’s remember, he invites us to come to him.
Several times recently I have thought about Elijah. We can read
about a time in I Kings chapter 19 when he became discouraged.
God didn’t chide him for that, but instead nourished him;
displayed his power on the mountainside and then met him by
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speaking to him in a still small voice. That makes me think how
quiet I need to be, if the Lord wants to speak to me with a still
small voice. I have a friend who has brain damage because of an
illness, which means that when she speaks her voice is just a
whisper and I find I have to concentrate hard to understand her.
Maybe this Lent I need to listen more attentively to what the Lord
has to say.
Reading on in chapter 19 of I Kings I see that God sent Elijah off
to anoint or appoint three people, Hazael, Jehu and Elisha to get
involved with God’s plans for the people of Israel. The thought
occurred to me, had he been trying to do the work of three people?
No wonder he became exhausted. We all need to be re-energised
by taking time to be quiet and take in God’s comfort and strength
in a variety of ways.
As you ponder prayerfully this Lent, may the Lord encourage you
as you remember another promise from Jeremiah chapter 20 verse
11 “for I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans to
prosper you and not to harm you. Plans to give you hope and a
future. Revd. Pauline Florance

A very big thank you to
everyone who donated
to and/or bought from
the Valentine’s Bake
Sale which was held
after the Service on
Sunday 11 February.
We raised £91.10 for Church funds.

Sandra
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MARCH
March brings breezes loud and shrill, Shakes the Golden Daffodil…

that was a little saying at one time. Now we seem to get strong gale force
winds at any time of the year.
The strong winds last month did lots of damage to fences, sheds, roofs and
trees. A neighbour down the road from us had a large fir tree blown over his
fence with the tree top on the road. Cars going into Leiston had to give way to
let traffic from Leiston get through to Knodishall. Luckily, they drove carefully,
good job there weren’t so many lorries or buses that morning as we would
have had traffic build up.
A van stopped suddenly outside ours; this young man went over to the
bungalow, then back he came, reversed the van to where the tree had fallen.
Next thing he had his hard hat, goggles and chain saw and gradually cut the
branches back off the road. When he reached the pavement he then used a
hoover like machine clearing up all the pine needles and debris. He did this in
under two hours.
On the following Saturday he came back to cut the trunk up in smaller pieces
on the other side of the fence. Another neighbour on the other side of the
fence who had the wood said this young chap offered to sort the tree out for
them, he was ‘a good Samaritan.’ It’s all cleared up with a new wooden panel
all done without any fuss.
Wind is like God, we can’t see him but his power and strength is with us.
Margaret Clarke
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Welcome to ‘your page’
Full of fun activities to enjoy!

Why not colour in the picture of Jesus?
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JAM

Jesus and Me

Want to hear more about Jesus? Come along to
our ‘JAM’ sessions. Kids of all ages welcome!
Sunday 11 and 25 March – At 10.00 am
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ST. MARGARET’S CHURCH FAMILY
INTERCESSION PRAYERS FOR MARCH 2018
Dear Friends
March’s magazine continues to focus on monthly prayer time, with the St Margaret’s
Church family group for this month as shown below. There are three family groups with
each one appearing in the magazine every three months. However, you remain in our
thoughts and prayers always.
If you would like to be included in our family monthly prayers, or have any queries
please email stmargaretsleiston@gmail.com. If you feel you would prefer to be
remembered in a particular month then please let us know. Also, if you have a specific
need for additional prayer time then please let us know and we will add you to our
‘special prayers’ section.

In our Church Family Prayers
Richard & Sandra Ellis
Kevin, Jess & Oliver Ellis
Christopher, Anna and Ada Ellis
Michael, Anika, Darcey & Jack Ellis
James & Kristi Ellis
Chris & Elspeth Gonin
Basil & Jean Jenkyns
Jill Mower
Sue Watt
John & June Geater
Sue Geater
Ron & Diana Geater
Doreen Bardwell
Sandra, Philip, Ellie & Laura Harle
Daphne & Terri Roper
Pam Bloomfield
Grahame, Sylvia, Linda & Susan Hawes
Anne Woods

Mary, Simon, Archie & Edward Reading
Valerie and Maurice Allchin
Betty Harland
Charlmaine, Lee, Luke & Liam Wright
Olive Wilson
Vaughan & Jenny Windle
Liz Mills
Jean Crowter
Colin & Penny Tipple
Barbara Moss
Tom & Nona Wadsell-Campbell
Stephen & Claire Miles
Emily & Rob Oxborrow
Eileen Griffiths
David & Lynn Bailey
Kirsty, Shane, Ceylon, AJ & Logan Stone
Kathryn, Grace & Eve Phillips-Last
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In Our Special Prayers
Joan Whale

Charles Stride

Betty

Funerals
Wednesday 7 February

Barbara Welton

Monday 19 February

David Bridges

Thursday 22 February

Alice Matilda Noy
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FOR WANT OF A NAIL
For want of a nail the shoe was lost
For want of a shoe the horse was lost
For want of a horse the rider was lost
For want of a rider the message was lost
For want of a message the battle was lost
For want of a battle the kingdom was lost
And all for the want of a horseshoe nail
This ancient proverb is often applied to church maintenance when the
horseshoe nail is substituted for a roof tile nail and neglect can lead to major
problems down the line.
For many people the parish church building is so familiar that it can often be
taken for granted. However, as with all buildings, our churches need constant
maintenance and, occasionally, repair. The responsibility for the upkeep of our
church buildings lies solely with the P.C.C. There are grants available for repairs
but the demand on funds is so great that only priority cases are considered. It
is sometimes a considerable burden on church resources.
Our churches are a legacy passed down to us by those who have gone before
and as temporary custodians we have a responsibility to look after these
wonderful buildings for future generations to come after we are gone. At St
Margaret’s we have a twice-yearly maintenance programme of gutter and
rainwater pipe clearance (the architect who designed our church in the 1850s
did not want any rainwater pipes spoiling the appearance of his building so he
concealed them inside the walls! - great until they block up causing dampness
in the masonry).
Every church in England is inspected at five year intervals (the quinquennial
inspection) and a report is prepared by the inspecting architect setting out any
work required in order of priority. Our last quinquennial inspection report
highlighted the need to carry out certain repairs due to defects brought on by
age and decay. Consequently, after Easter this year you may notice scaffold
towers around the church as local builder Gordon Read carries out stone
16

repairs and repointing work. The steps to the main door and the Lady Chapel
door need repairing and the oak doors themselves will be cleaned and given a
good oiling. Ironmongery will have a freshen up and some of the flint walling
will be repaired where ivy growth has occurred due to past blocked internal
downpipes. The scaffold will also give us the opportunity to closely inspect the
roof for any missing tile nails!
When this phase of repairs is complete the church building will be in good
condition but within the next five year period it will be necessary to carry out
more major repairs to the stone window mullions and tracery.
Simon Merrett
PCC member and church architect

WOMEN’S WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 2017
Friday 2 March 2 pm at Leiston Baptist Church
ALL GOD’S CREATION IS VERY GOOD!
An estimated 2 million people around the world on that day will join together
in a service written this year by the women of Suriname in South America. Will
you be one?
The service reminds us that we have responsibilities in caring for this wonderful
world we live in. With its vast rainforest and wealth of resources, Suriname
asks us to pray for conservation and the protection of wildlife, through an
awareness of pollution, misuse and abuse, as well as for the situation in
Suriname and concerns for the future.
This is not simply a day of prayer for women, but for everyone who cares about
our world and those who live in it.
All welcome to come and join us and find out more

17

18

TRANSITIONAL CATHEDRAL, CHRISTCHURCH, N.Z.
On my trip to New Zealand last autumn I visited both cathedrals in Christchurch
on South Island. The original neo-Gothic Cathedral and the newest one – the
only Cathedral in the world made substantially of cardboard.
On 22 February 2011 Christchurch suffered a devastating earthquake which
lasted 40 seconds but destroyed large parts of the city, killing 185 people and
injuring many more. During the quake the tower collapsed and further
aftershocks destroyed the iconic rose window and cracked the whole Cathedral
like a plate. Thanks are to be given that no-one lost their lives in the Cathedral.
A few weeks after the quake, a member of the Cathedral staff saw an article in
a NZ design magazine about a Japanese “emergency architect” called Shigeru
Ben. After the Kobe quake, he had designed a cardboard church to replace one
which had been destroyed. He visited Christchurch and offered to design a
cardboard cathedral which was built two years after the quake.
It is made of cardboard, local
wood, and steel with a polished
concrete floor and a strong
polycarbonate roof. It is built
to 130% of the current NZ
earthquake code, making it
very safe. It is designed to last
for at least 50 years and will
eventually become the parish
church of St John in Latimer
Square when the original
Cathedral is ready for re-use.
The design is very simple with waves of cardboard tubes drawing the eye to
the cross and the altar. At full capacity it seats nearly 700 people. The
Cathedral hosts more than 750 regular worship services each year, offering
praise to God in words, music, ritual and symbol and in quiet contemplation.
During my visit I was given a card with A Prayer for Visitors which I share with
you here.
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God of my journey, of tourist and pilgrim.
Thank you for bringing me to this Transitional Cathedral
May its beauty, light and peace remind me of You.
As the cardboard pillars soar above, may my prayers reach heavenward.
As its earth-friendly materials are light upon the earth, may my footprint be
also.
All this I ask in the name of Jesus Christ, whose love is forever.
Amen
The original cathedral stands very forlorn behind
fencing and hoardings. The future for the cathedral
has now been decided. After years of indecision and
discussion a decision has now been made that the
cathedral will be repaired and rebuilt, rather than
demolished and an entirely new building erected.
Pat Carter

A THANK YOU FROM BETTY
This winter has been a very strange one. More than eight weeks in and out of
hospital. Now I am on the way to recovery I just want to express my gratitude
to all the people who have helped to make this possible. There are so many of
you:
- All my good friends from church who took time to visit me at Ipswich
and Aldeburgh
- My friends and neighbours in Leiston for their many kindnesses
- My god-daughter Anne, calling regularly from France
- And Especially: My cousins Derek and Sylvia and Pam and Chris who
have been wonderful; tirelessly travelling to spend time with me
through my worst three days
I cannot thank the staff of Ipswich & Aldeburgh hospitals enough and it is
thanks to their skills and dedication that I am here now.
My grateful thanks also go to the Ambulance staff and paramedics who
attended to me.
As I was moved from ward to ward, unit to unit, knowing that I had so many
good friends and people who care for me gave me strength and words cannot
express how important your love and support has been.
Thank you to everyone. God bless you all.
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JAM SUNDAY SCHOOL have been learning about Moses. They learnt
about how, when he was a baby, his mother put him
in a basket and put it in the bulrushes at the edge of
a river where he was found by the king of Egypt's
daughter. They made a superb picture model of
Moses in the basket at the edge of the river. They
then learnt about Moses being sent by God to rescue
the Israelites from the Egyptians and how his staff turned into a snake when
God told him to throw it on to the ground. They made some colourful paper
snakes and wrote on them 'When Moses threw his staff on to the ground, it
became a snake as a sign from God.' Linda Hawes

MRS MOP CLEANING
SERVICES OF LEISTON
Domestic, Commercial & End of Tenancy
Offering both one off and regular services
Please call Verity on 07837703955
We are fully insured and happy to help

ARE YOU ABLE
TO HELP OUT IN
MARGARET’S
SHOP?
If you would like to be
part of our friendly
team please call in
and have a chat with
Maureen
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House Clearance
Service
Buying of individual items or full
house clearance on request

Please call Molly 07854920332
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St. Margaret of Antioch
Parish Church of Leiston-cum-Sizewell
Church Road, Leiston, Suffolk IP16 4HG
_________________________________________________________
NOTICE: Items for April’s magazine
Please note that all articles, adverts etc. will need to be submitted to
Marian Peskett by 18 March for inclusion in the April Magazine. Thank
you.
Email: t.peskett@sky.com
The Parish Magazine is available from St Margaret’s Church or Margaret’s Shop. Delivery can be
arranged.

Keep up to date with all Church Events
By visiting our own website
www.stmargaretschurchleiston.onesuffolk.net
How to Find Us
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