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CHURCH SERVICES 
 

SUNDAY 5 MAY 
9.00 HOLY COMMUNION SERVICE 

10.30 FAMILY PRAISE & WORSHIP SERVICE 

 

SUNDAY 12 MAY 
10.00 PARISH EUCHARIST SERVICE & J.A.M. SUNDAY SCHOOL 

 

SUNDAY 19 MAY 
10.00 PARISH EUCHARIST SERVICE 

 

SUNDAY 26 MAY 
10.00 PARISH EUCHARIST SERVICE & J.A.M. SUNDAY SCHOOL 

 

CONTACT US 
Priest in Charge: Reverend Richard Finch: T.830421 

The Vicarage, Church Road, Leiston  E.vicarleiston@gmail.com 

Associate Priest:  Reverend Morag Finch 
Reader: Mr Bernard Smith: 3 Daneway Gardens, Leiston   T.830105 

Lay Elders:  

Mrs Pat Carter, 42 Haylings Road, Leiston   T.831852 

Mrs Sandra Harle: 4 Lime Tree Avenue, Leiston T. 833578 

Church Wardens: 

Mrs Pat Carter: 42 Haylings Road, Leiston   T.831852  

  Mr Peter Roberts, Meadowcroft, East Green, Kelsale   T.603772 

PCC Treasurer: Mrs Sandra Harle: 4 Lime Tree Avenue, Leiston T. 833578 

PCC Secretary: Mrs Pat Carter, 42 Haylings Road, Leiston   T.831852 

‘JAM’ (Jesus & Me) Sunday School Leader: Mrs Sandra Ellis  T.832168 

Organist & Choir Master : Mr Matthew Merrett 

Deanery Synod Representatives:  

Vacancies 

Resident Retired Priests:  

Reverend Richard Ellis: 9 Kings Road, Leiston T.832168 

Reverend Pauline Florance: 1 Woodlands, Leiston T.768124 

Reverend Jim Florance: 1 Woodlands, Leiston T.768124 

Website Editor: Mrs Maureen Fox T.830929 

Magazine Editor: Mrs Marian Peskett: T.833537   Email: t.peskett@sky.com 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:E.vicarleiston@gmail.com
mailto:Email:%20t.peskett@sky.com
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Let’s follow the Master  . . .   and spread the good news 
 

Please be quiet and calm and pray,  
because our God is not a god of revenge,  
he is a God of love, he is a God of peace... 

let’s follow our Master and spread the good news. 
Continue to pray for one another 
 and don’t do any harmful acts. 

 
These were the words of Father Jude Fernando, the administrator of St. 
Anthony’s Shrine in Colombo, Sri Lanka after the devastating bomb attack on 
Easter Sunday, where about a thousand had gathered in that church alone. 
 
As you and I  prepared to greet one another with those wonderful words, 
“Christ is risen, He is risen indeed, Hallelujah!” our brothers and sisters, 
members of the world wide body of Christ, were wounded, dying and grieving. 
 
We do well to remember the words of St. Paul, “Collectively, you are Christ’s 
body and individually you are members of it. If one member suffers, all the 
parts share the suffering. I Corinthians 12:26,27  and Hebrews 13: 2 which 
urges us to “Remember those being mistreated, as if you felt their pain in your 
own bodies.” 
 
Resurrection speaks of triumph out of seeming destruction and of new life out 
of apparent death. As we continue to pray for the wounded parts of the body 
of Christ, ask the Lord to fill us and them with anticipation of good coming out 
of evil. 
 
May the Holy Spirit the Comforter meet and motivate us and them to follow 
the Master and spread the good news. 
 
Revd. Pauline Florance 
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        Pondering Prayer  

The Most High does not dwell in houses and temples   

made with human hands” Acts 7:48 

 

I have been deeply moved as I have read some Bible passages about the temple, 
recently. In the Old Testament, when King Solomon wanted to dedicate the temple, 
there were many musicians and a huge choir singing  in praise, “God is love ! His 
faithful love endures forever” and as they worshipped, something amazing 
happened. The  temple was filled with a cloud, which they took as a sign of God’s 
Spirit present with them. 
 
Another amazing thing, was the day the Lord Jesus breathed his last upon the Cross. 
In that moment the curtain of the temple, which kept the ordinary people out, and 
only allowed the High Priest to enter once a year, was torn from top to bottom. The 
Apostle Paul wrote about this, that it meant that we all, regardless of race or 
background, may consider ourselves members of the household of God if we open 
our hearts to the Lord Jesus and put our trust in him as Saviour. 
 
I am writing in Easter week, the week Notre-Dame went on fire. I was thrilled to hear 
a nun in Paris say, “but we are living stones, we are not burnt, we are alive.” 
Archbishop John Sentamu expressed the thought behind the words at the top of this 
page. God is too big to be contained in a building, but they are useful places for us to 
gather to worship and share in fellowship together.  Will you pray that the worship 
conducted in the buildings we use will be guided by the Holy Spirit and that we as the 
household of God will be filled with power and potential to be fitting ministers in this 
town? 

 

Christians reach out from several centres of worship in Leiston. On Fridays Town 
Pastors move out around the town from the United Church. Do you feel called to join 
them? We are looking for men and women prepared to train to show care on the 
streets where we live. We are also looking for those who are willing to pray for an 
hour while the team is out on the street. This is a hidden ministry, which is of great 
value.  Town Pastors Leiston still require a Co-ordinator. Please pray for the person 
of God’s choosing to be led to us. 
 
Finally, the apostle Paul spoke of those who love the Lord being a symbolic temple, 
a group regardless of denomination, among whom the Spirit of God is at work. Will 
you pray for the strengthening of all who love the Lord, that God’s power might be 
evident in our lives and our corporate witness will be effective for Jesus. 
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OPEN (NEARLY) ALL HOURS  
A closed church has always been a bit of a sadness to me. Many a time on my travels 
I have come across a fine church which I would have liked to enter - whether to give 
thanks for the many blessings of life, to say a prayer for a person or animal who needs 
one, to admire the architecture, to just get out of the rain or to have a nose around 
- only to find that the sturdy wooden door fails to allow me to visit. Of course, I  can 
understand why in these troubled times some churches have to be kept locked, but 
it does seem something of a contradiction that here is God's house, to which 
everyone is welcome, and yet we can't get in! Yes, there is sometimes a notice telling 
us who to contact if we would like to visit, but I always hesitate to bother a busy 
person just to fit in with my preferences. 

 

So it is a cause for great rejoicing that our own St Margaret's Church is now open 
every day of the week!  On Monday to Saturday we open from 10am to 4pm, and of 
course there are services every Sunday. During the week, there will sometimes be 
somebody in attendance to say hello, while at other times the Church will be quiet 
and empty for you to sit awhile or wander around at your leisure. Should you wish to 
know more of the history and features of St Margaret's, there is a splendid If rather 
old guide book which can be yours for a mere pound. 
 
I shall always remember the first time I entered St Margaret's Church. It was many 
years back, when classical music concerts were an occasional feature, and it was one 
of these that I attended. On entering the Church I was amazed - it was like a mini 
cathedral, with splendours which could just not be imagined from outside. And the 
acoustics are superb - it is a Church made for music. More recently, we hosted 
Kimber's Men, a shanty group from Yorkshire, and it was gratifying to notice as they 
entered that they whistled with admiration as they saw the beauty of the interior. 
St Margaret's Church is a very cheerful place on a Sunday morning when it is abuzz 
with the chatter of the friendly congregation. But the weekday peace and silence 
make it very special when the crowds are not there. There is a haunting perfume 
about the place, and the quietness is so loud it rings in your ears. There are so many 
viewpoints, so many places to sit and admire the beauties of the interior and to 
marvel at the skill of the people who created this wonderful building. Everywhere 
you look, there is something different to see and read about, and now it is all yours, 
available on any day you care to visit. 
 
On a quiet weekday, slip into the side door, and see how different and truly holy it 
feels when it is just you and the House of God.  And if anybody says “hello” and makes 
you jump, it will probably only be the Vicar or me!  Peter Roberts, Churchwarden 
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A JOINT CONCERT BETWEEN THE LEISTON WORKS 

RAILWAY AND LEISTON ST. MARGARET'S CHURCH 
 

This is being performed by the ever popular keyboard player Tom Horton on the 
magnificent St. Margaret's church organ. Tom, of course, is no stranger to Leiston, as 
he is very well known for his musical talent at Leiston Film Theatre for the annual 
pantomime. This concert will take place at Leiston St. Margaret's Church on Saturday 
18 May 2019 at 7.30pm. Tom will be performing a variety of music from musicals, 
films and light classics. The LWR are very much looking forward to working with the 
church for what will be their second collaboration. 
 
Tickets for this event are £8 each, including light refreshments, and are available by 
contacting either Stephen Ginger on 01728 831902, Sandra Harle on 01728 833578  
or Jim Girling on 07800 500 278. 
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ST. MARGARET’S CHURCH TOWER LIGHTS UP 

During April the lighting of the Church 

Tower was sponsored on: 

 

Sunday 7 April 

In loving memory of Jackie Mann (30 years) 

Thursday 11 April 

In loving memory of Derek, we all miss you so much 
from June, Jane, David, Jeremy & families 

Thursday 18 April 

Pauline Graczyk – Remembering my dear sister 
Pauline on her birthday.  She left us on 

2 November 2018, sorely missed 
Friday 26 April 

Judy Foster in loving memory on her birthday 
 

If you would like to mark a special occasion by 

sponsoring the lighting of the Church Tower for a 

donation of £5 per day, please write the details in the 

diary provided in church, then put the completed 

payment envelope in the wall safe.   Many thanks. 
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ST. MARGARET’S GETS CRAFTY  - AGAIN! 

Our second Craft Fair was held on Saturday 30  March and the church was packed full 
of stalls each laden with lots of lovely hand-made craft and gift items.  These ranged 
from cards to bags to bath bombs to a wide selection of jewellery and much more, 
which made for perfect Mothering Sunday and Easter gift-shopping.  We were 
pleased to be joined by Rona Lear, who brought along her spinning wheel and a 
selection of the woollen garments which she creates, also Sylvia with her Guide Dogs 
stall and a table full of Fairtrade products courtesy of Sue Watson. 
 
Our ladies in the kitchen were kept busy throughout the event, serving up delicious 
refreshments, which had been kindly donated by members and friends of St. 
Margaret’s and the raffle, as always, was well supported .  The total amount raised 
for church funds amounted to £411.50, so many thanks to everyone who came along 
on the day and/or helped in any way. 
 
All the stallholders did a brisk trade, commented on the lovely atmosphere and said 
they were very much looking forward to the next one!  Sandra Harle    
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Welcome to ‘your page’ 

                              Full of fun activities to enjoy 

 

 

 

Ascension Day is 

celebrated on 

Thursday 30 May  

Spot the 12 

differences 



11 
 

 

 

JAMJesus and Me 

Want to hear more about Jesus? Come along to  

our ‘JAM’ sessions.  Kids of all ages welcome! 

Sunday 12 and 26 May at 10.00 am 
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ST. MARGARET’S CHURCH FAMILY 

 
INTERCESSION PRAYERS FOR MAY 2019 

Dear Friends 

 

May’s magazine continues to focus on monthly prayer time, with the St Margaret’s Church 

family group for this month as shown below. There are three family groups with each one 

appearing in the magazine every three months. However, you remain in our thoughts and 

prayers always. 

 

If you would like to be included in our family monthly prayers, or have any queries please 

email stmargaretsleiston@gmail.com.  If you feel you would prefer to be remembered in a 

particular month then please let us know.  Also, if you have a specific need for additional 

prayer time then please let us know and we will add you to our ‘special prayers’ section. 

 

In our Church Family Prayers 

 
Martin Phillips-Last 

Simon, Sheena, Tom & Matt Merrett 

Sheila Mckinnon, David & Midge Mckinnon 

Phil, Sue, Joshua, Charlotte, Connie & Greg Watson 

David & Cindy Fitsell 

Emma Fitsell 

Paul, Alexander, Aidan, Cory & Amyleigh Fitsell 

Jonathan, Kathryn & Joshua Williams 

Mike & Lesley Cassie 

Vi Matthews 

Stephanie Luckhurst 

Joan Whale 

Paul Espindola 

Ann & Peter Essex  

Mary Murphy 

Terry Ferguson 

Jo Tozer 

Sue, Dale, Ewan & Cameron Threadkell  

Frank & Joan Huxley 

Lynn and Dave Blake, Gemma, Craig, Florence and 
Arthur 
 

Magda Chandler 

Bruce & Phyllis Songer 

Stephen & Gail Southgate 

Naomi Kerans 

John & Sue Last 

Helen Rivett 

Judith & Mike Stigwood 

Maureen Fox 

Wayne, Ben & Niamh Fox 

Fi Long 

Allison King 

Luke, Asha & Jai Mewett 

Clare & Kane Hambridge 

Peter & Jenefer Roberts 

Charles & Pauline Stride 

Steve, Christine & Nathan James 

Derek & Sheila Stiff 

Eileen Free 

Philip, Ian & Susan Huxley 

Hannah & Stuart Tilbrook 

 

 

mailto:stmargaretsleiston@gmail.com
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LADIES GROUP MEMBERS GET CRAFTY 
 

On Monday 8 April the Group  met together in church to make Easter craft items with 
our friend June Smith.  As always June had some clever things for us to make.  We 
had been asked to bring paper cutting scissors and these were soon put to good use 
cutting out a yellow shape which we folded to make a duck which we filled with 
pretty eggs provided by June.  We tied coloured ribbons around the ducks’ necks to 
give the finished look. 

 
No time to rest on our laurels 
– on to the next task.  We 
were given a piece of green 
sparkly card and a very 
strange shaped template to 
draw around.  Once cut out, 
we punched holes in the 
card, folded it as instructed 
and threaded coloured 
ribbon through the hole 
which resulted in a very 
pretty basket.  June supplied 
chocolate eggs for us to fill 
the baskets. 

 
For our final project we were given two pieces of card to be folded and then cut which 
resulted in neat boxes complete with lids.  These we decorated, filled with Easter 
chocolates (supplied by the ever resourceful June), tied with ribbons and added gift 
labels.  While we were finishing off these boxes, Richard came into the church and 
kindly made tea and coffee for us all.  For our next meeting we visit the Dingle Hill 
Nursery and Tea Room, Dunwich, on Monday 20 May.  Pat Carter 

 

 

CHRISTIAN AID COLLECTION SATURDAY 18 MAY 2019 

The street collection in Leiston to raise money for Christian Aid will take 
place on Saturday 18 May. Collectors will be outside both entrances of Leiston Co-op 
that day.  Are you able to help?  If you can give an hour of your time please contact 
Pat Carter on 01728 831852 
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EASTER DAY SERVICE  

The church had been beautifully decorated with Easter flower 
arrangements. At the start of the service the new Easter Candle 
was lit, then all the other candles and the lights were switched 
on. Later in the service we renewed our baptismal vows. Some 
of the children were then given sprigs of yew to dip in the water 
from the font which the vicar had blessed. They then went 
around the church sprinkling the water on the  congregation. 
After the service there were hard-boiled eggs for everyone to 
decorate and then take outside to see how far they could roll 
them without breaking. There was also a chocolate Easter egg 
hunt for the children.    Linda Hawes 

 

 

NEW EVENTS BOARDS FOR ST MARGARET’S  

Many of you will have noticed our 
smart new advertising boards at 
the bottom of Church Road. After 
many years' service, the old 
wooden boards were falling apart 
and needed replacing. So many 
thanks to the EDF Welding Bay at 
Sizewell 'B', and especially 
Connor, for producing and 
donating the metal frames. Also, 
many thanks to the Leiston 
branch of Jewsons for kindly 
donating the wood. Phil Harle 

added the finishing touches by bolting the wood into place and giving it several coats 
of varnish for a weatherproof finish. Thanks also to Sonny Cracknell (Sizewell Club) 
for transporting the boards to the church for us. A real community effort! 

As the picture shows, they were used for the first time to advertise the recent Craft 
Fayre. There are many more events coming up at St. Margaret's over the next few 
months, so do please 'watch this space'!   Sandra Harle                                               
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ST MARGARET’S SUMMER ART EXHIBITION 2019 
 

Following the success of last year's Summer Art Exhibition it was decided that we 
should host the exhibition again this year. The great thing about the art exhibition is 
that it is brings together three important groups from our town: The schools, The 
Church and The Community. Each gains from the other's involvement. The students 
benefit from having their work on public display which counts towards their GCSE 
results and boosts their confidence; The Church gains from drawing people in to see 
and enjoy our beautiful building which is perfect for displaying art work and the 
community is able to experience and enjoy the talents of our young people in a really 
professional display of their work. This year we have invested in our own display 
boards which should give an even more impressive appearance to the exhibition. 
  
The exhibition will be officially opened on Monday 1 July at 7.00pm by guest artist 
Thomas Merrett, an ex Leiston high school student and highly successful sculptor and 
teacher based in London. The exhibition will run daily from 10am until 6pm until 
Sunday 7 July. Entry to the exhibition is free and everyone is welcome. 
 
I do hope that you will be able to come along to see the exhibition to support and 
encourage our young people. I guarantee that you will be impressed by their talent  

Simon Merrett 

ALDE VALLEY FAMILY HISTORY GROUP 

In May the Alde Valley Suffolk Family History Group will welcome Andrew Macdonald 

to talk to us about Medieval Graffiti.  Andrew has been interested in history all his 

adult life. In 2013 he helped found the Waveney Valley Community Archaeology 

Group and around the same time he started exploring medieval and post-medieval 

graffiti in religious and secular buildings.  His talk is a not too serious wander through 

his brushes with medieval and post-medieval graffiti, religious and secular, sacred 

and profane. 

The talk will be at 7.30pm on Friday 24 May at Kelsale Village Hall, Bridge Street, 

Kelsale, IP17 2PB. Admission is £1 for members, £3 for non-members, including 

tea/coffee.  NB. Kelsale Village Hall is up an external shallow flight of stairs, but there 

is a stair lift: if you think you are likely to need it, please arrive early, and let Maggie 

Strutt know beforehand, so we can be ready for you! 01728 602298 

or Maggie.strutt@btinternet.com   
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MAY 

‘May brings flocks of pretty lambs 
Skipping by their fleecy damns’ 

 
We’ve had Mothering Sunday and as I write this its nearly Easter – at the moment 
very cold.  There’s another country saying, ‘While the Blackthorn is out in the 
hedges you will get it cold’ in fact the real old country people gave a good report on 
the weather by different signs and the look of the sky and they weren’t far out. 
 
Recently my niece and her husband had a week’s holiday at Aldeburgh in a little 
cottage tucked away at the back of a shop in the High Street.  They were so pleased 
to walk to the Fish Shop, cinema and beach without using their car.  They had some 
lovely walks including the Sailors Path from Aldeburgh to Snape Maltings, Iken by 
the river, Slaughden etc.   
 
We went for afternoon tea at Dunwich Tea Shop which they both liked as it is 
tucked away.  Debby loved the view from the tea shop across to the church.  Debby, 
Alex and family work in London and they just love the peace and quiet of Suffolk.  
Debby has been coming to Suffolk since a baby but when she married Alex she 
wondered how he’d like it.  He fell in love with Suffolk, he said it’s such a peaceful 
way of life; people are friendly and seem to look at life so differently. He loves the 
villages and quaint names and people seem more content. 
 
It’s nice to think people see us that way.  We all have problems but to be content 
with life makes it so much easier.  Margaret Clarke 
 

 

COFFEE MORNING ON BEHALF OF THE  

CHILDREN’S SOCIETY 

 
We are delighted to report that David of The Dolphin 
Inn, Thorpeness has once again kindly agreed to host 
our Spring Coffee Morning raising much needed money 
for The Children’s Society.  The date is Friday 31 May, 
10am-12noon. 

 
There will be delicious homemade cakes and produce, raffle and items for 
sale.  Admission is £1.50 which includes fresh ground coffee,  tea and biscuits.  Please 
come along and support us if you can, you will be most welcome.  Lorraine  



17 
 

In Our Special Prayers      

Magda     Jill   Pam   

     Gemma    

      

 

 

Funerals 
 
Monday 15 April   Stewart Michael Hall 
 

 

 

 

The Rose of No Man’s Land (submitted by Joan Whale) 

I’ve seen some beautiful flowers, 
Grow in life’s garden fair, 
I’ve spent some wonderful hours  
Lost in their fragrance rare; 
But I have found another, 
Wondrous beyond compare. 
There’s a rose that grows on “No Man’s Land’ 
And it’s wonderful to see, 
Tho’ it’s spray’d with tears, it will live for years, 
In my garden of memory. 
It’s the one red rose the soldier knows, 
It’s the work of the Master’s hand; 
Mid the War’s great curse,  
stands the Red Cross Nurse, 
She’s the rose of “No Man’s Land.” 

 

This song was composed in 
1918 by Jack Caddigan and 

James Alexander Brennan as 
a tribute to the Red Cross 
nurses at the front lines of 

the First World War 
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House Clearance 

Service 

Buying of individual items or full 

house clearance on request 

Please call Molly 

07854920332 
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MRS MOP CLEANING 

SERVICES OF LEISTON 

Domestic, Commercial & End of 

Tenancy Offering both one off and 

regular services 

Please call Verity on 07837703955          

We are fully insured and happy to help 
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St. Margaret of Antioch  

Parish Church of Leiston-cum-Sizewell  

Church Road, Leiston, Suffolk IP16 4HG  

_________________________________________________________ 

NOTICE: Items for June’s magazine 

Please note that all articles, adverts etc. will need to be submitted to Marian 

Peskett by 18 May  for inclusion in the June Magazine.  Thank you. 

Email: t.peskett@sky.com 

The Parish Magazine is available from St Margaret’s Church or Leiston Library.  Delivery can be arranged. 

 

Keep up to date with all Church Events  

By visiting our own website 

www.stmargaretschurchleiston.onesuffolk.net 

 

How to Find Us 

    

mailto:t.peskett@sky.com
http://www.stmargaretschurchleiston.onesuffolk.net/
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi90rmTub_QAhUC8RQKHR_0CBcQjRwIBw&url=http://patronstedmund.blogspot.com/&psig=AFQjCNGhQVkcNZKsOWTLo5zfDfUPevhqWw&ust=1480009847135927
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