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CHURCH SERVICES 

SUNDAY 7 MAY 
9.00 HOLY COMMUNION SERVICE 

10.30 FAMILY PRAISE & WORSHIP SERVICE 

 

SUNDAY 14 MAY 
10.00 PARISH EUCHARIST SERVICE & J.A.M. SUNDAY SCHOOL 

 

THURSDAY 18 MAY 
ARCHDEACON’S VISITATION AT ALDEBURGH 

 

SUNDAY 21 MAY  
10.00’WELCOME TO THE TABLE’ FAMJILY HOLY COMMUNION SERVICE 

 

SUNDAY 28 MAY 
10.00 PARISH EUCHARIST SERVICE & J.A.M. SUNDAY SCHOOL 

  

CONTACT US 
 

Priest in Charge: Vacancy 

Reader: Mr Bernard Smith: 3 Daneway Gardens, Leiston   T.830105 

Church Wardens: 

Mrs Pat Carter: 42 Haylings Road, Leiston   T.831852  

  Mr Peter Roberts, Meadowcroft, East Green, Kelsale   T.603772 

PCC Treasurer: Mrs Sandra Harle: 4 Lime Tree Avenue, Leiston T. 833578 

PCC Secretary: Mrs Pat Carter, 42 Haylings Road, Leiston   T.831852 

‘JAM’ (Jesus & Me) Sunday School Leader: Mrs Sandra Ellis: T.832168 

Director of Music: Mr Jonathan Williams: T.01379 388385 

Deanery Synod Representatives: Miss Rosemary Gale T. 832105 

and Mr Simon Merrett T.830900 

Resident Retired Priests:  

Reverend Richard Ellis: 9 Kings Road, Leiston T.832168, 

Reverend Pauline Florance: 1 Woodlands, Leiston T.768124 

Reverend Jim Florance: 1 Woodlands, Leiston T.768124 

Website Editor: Mrs Kathryn Williams: T. 01379 388385 

Magazine Editor: Mrs Marian Peskett: T.833537   E.t.peskett@sky.com 

 

 

mailto:E.t.peskett@sky.com
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Dear Friends 
 

Easter is now behind us Ascension Day will be commemorated toward the end of May. We 

are well into Spring, and Summer is just around the corner. A time perhaps when we can be 

looking forward to a holiday. Although Patsy and I like to go to see her boys and grandchildren 

in the USA most years we are also very aware of the benefits of living in a place like Leiston, 

less than 2 miles from the sea and a wonderful mostly unspoiled countryside on our doorstep.  

We often remark that it is almost like a permanent holiday with so many relaxing places to 

visit within so few miles. What a pleasure it can be on a fine day to take a bus ride to 

Thorpeness and then walk along the sea paths into Aldeburgh.  How many times as young 

teenagers did we walk from Sizewell to Dunwich and back, or take our bikes so that we could 

cycle home through Westleton. 

 

As a child, on Sunday afternoons, Mum and Dad would take my younger brother Richard and 

myself on cycle rides. One of the favourite trips was to ride to Dunwich via Eastbridge and the 

common onto the Dunwich Road. At quite a young age I remember being frightened if we 

came across the cows blocking the Eastbridge Road on their way to the milking parlour.  I also 

had a great fear – I’ve no idea why – of crossing the bridge over the river at Eastbridge, 

bursting into tears, and dad would carry me over the bridge while mum brought over my bike.  

I imagine Richard just laughed at me. He was the one who knew no fear, who learned to swim 

early on and would swim out to the sandbanks at Sizewell while I just paddled on the shore.  

I did eventually learn to swim – at the age of 22 – while a student at Durham, but that’s 

another story. 

 

We all have memories and as we get older. They come back to us, make us smile, like those I 

have mentioned or other events which can do the opposite, fear, grief, disappointments. That 

is life.  It is rarely straightforward. Plans of our youth may go awry as unanticipated events 

intervene and take us off track, maybe for the better or maybe for worse. Each day we live 

we do not know what might happen to affect our lives but as Christians we can be sure that 

whether in sunshine or rain, joy or sorrow, success or tragedy, we have a Heavenly Father 

who is aware who laughs with us and also suffers with us.   

 

He was with Mary as she stood under the cross watching her son die - God’s Son. Jesus’ pain 

was God’s pain.  God was there too when Jesus appeared alive in front of the disciples raised 

from the dead, and was there as Jesus finally ascended to heaven, passed from view, in front 

of a crowd of around 500. 
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As we look forward to celebrating the Feast of the Ascension let us never forget that although 

Jesus has in bodily form passed from our view he has not left us. He remains with us in spirit, 

in our hearts a gift from God the Father to help us through all the trials and tribulations of 

life.  Let us never forget that many of us may be enjoying our lives, our retirements, in this 

wonderful holiday town, there are many throughout this country and the world who are not 

so fortunate. We thank our Lord for what we have but continue to pray for all who are in need 

offering our own services and abilities to others when we are able. 

 

Jesus said, “and surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age” [Matt:28 v20b] 

Bernard 

 

LEISTON ST MARGARET’S CHURCH CHOIR – 
NAMES REVEALED 
 
The choir photograph was taken at the wedding of Peta Kersey at St Margaret’s in 
1960.  Names from left to right are: - Margaret McGarvey, Jenny Chambers, Andrea 
McGarvey, David Saunders, Charlie Rowsell (Organist), Revd Borland (Vicar), Arthur 
Bridger (Verger), Fred Yeomans, David Drane, Judy McMillan, Neal Sheppard, Lesley 
Culpeck, Vivienne Green.  
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MARGARET’S CHURCH TOWER LIGHTS UP 

 

 

During April the lighting of the Church Tower was sponsored on: 

Friday 7 April 
In loving memory of Jackie Mann 

Monday 10 April 
Peter Mower’s birthday – in memory of MANY HAPPY YEARS 

Tuesday 11 April 
In loving memory of Derek Linsell – Love is Eternal 

Thursday 20 April 
In memory of a very dear friend – Jenny Coull 

Monday 24 April 
In loving memory of my beloved husband Peter Whale 

 

If you’d like to mark a special occasion by sponsoring the lighting of the Church Tower 

for a donation of £5 per day, please write the details in the diary provided in church, 

then put the completed payment envelope in the wall safe.  Many thanks. 
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CRAFT AFTERNOON FOR THE LADIES GROUP 

 
On Monday 10 April the Ladies Group met in church to spend the afternoon with 
our friend, June Smith.  As always the afternoon passed with much laughter and 
hilarity.  June is always ready to share her skills with us and tolerates our clumsy 
attempts to follow her instructions.  At the end of the afternoon we were all 
amazed to find we had made some beautiful birthday and Easter cards. 

 

 
 

 
Our Group’s next meeting is a visit to the Suffolk Punch Trust at Hollesley on 
Monday 15 May.  
 
Pat Carter 

 

 

The Easter Garden was 

prepared by JAM    Linda Hawes 
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Psalm 47 year 2017  

1. Clap your hands together, all you peoples; O sing to God with shouts of joy. 

2. For the Lord Most High is to be feared; he is the great King over all the earth.  

3. He subdued the people under us and the nations under our feet. 

4. He has chosen our heritage for us, the pride of Jacob whom he loves. 

5. God has gone up with a merry noise, the Lord with the sound of the trumpet. 

6. O sing praises to God, sing praises; sing praises to our King, sing praises. 

7. For God is the King of all the earth; sing praises with all your skill. 

8. God reigns over the nations; God has taken his seat upon his holy throne.  

9. The nobles of the people are gathered together with the people of the God 

of Abraham. 

10. For the powers of the earth belong to God and he is very highly exalted. 

 

I am writing this on Maundy Thursday when we follow those last hours of Our Lord 

before he is crucified. From the inauguration of the Holy Communion and the 

washing of the disciples’ feet before one betrayed him, a second denied him – and 

all the rest fled. During the weeks that have followed we have been reminded of Our 

Lord’s glorious resurrection and at this time of his Ascension. From a time of apparent 

failure we move to the time when our hearts and minds are at the same time lifted 

to the wonder and majesty of God. We do not want ever to lose the meaning of the 

Cross but we also need to be drawn to the wonder of God in his universe. We hear 

from time to time the phrase ‘God is great’ and not enough that his greatness in the 

universe is about loving every human being. 

  

This psalm as we know is the psalm chosen by the planners of the Lectionary for 

Ascension Day. The awesome wonder of the creation needs to be put alongside his 

other phrases ‘He subdued the people under us and the nations under our feet’. If 

only that were so! We can hardly claim that the nations are subdued by God – or 

some do not see love as dominant in their lives which we believe to be true for 

Christians. Respect for God is implemented by some with hate - but God does not 

‘do’ hate. 
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Nevertheless our worship for God gives that message ‘sing praises to our King, sing 

praises’ and to do so ‘sing praises with all your skill’- so choir practise and learning to 

improve our reading skills express our praise for God the Father, God the Son and 

God the Holy Spirit. For He is the creator and Lord of the Universe – the source of our 

redemption to be the people he created us to be and the strength to live in this world 

with commitment and love. 

I wrote about this Psalm last year so some of the material I have repeated. 

Reference:- Psalms The People’s Bible Commentary – Donald Coggan The Bible Reading Fellowship.    

Chris Gonin  

  

CHRISTIAN AID COLLECTION - SATURDAY 20 MAY 2017 

The Leiston collection to raise money for Christian Aid will take place on Saturday 

20 May.  Are you able to give one hour of your time to help with this collection? 

If so please contact the local organiser Pat Carter on 01728 831852 as soon as 

possible.  

 

 

LETTER OF THANKS FROM THE IPSWICH HOSPITAL 
CHARITY 

 
Joan Mower’s son Richard has passed on a letter of thanks he has received in 
connection with the donations given in memory of Joan.  The donations were given 
to The Ipswich Hospital Charity and they will be used to support the work of 
Lavenham Ward where Joan was cared for so well during her final illness.  The letter 
says that the donations will help staff with their aim of making a difference for every 
patient, and every condition. 

 
Pat Carter 
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Pondering Prayer 

 
‘Unless the Lord builds a house, the work of the builders is wasted’ 

Psalm 127:1     
 

I am writing just after Easter, aware we have so much for which to thank God 
with all the lovely celebrations and services we were able to experience over 
the past days. By the time you read this, we like so many churches, will have 
been through the important exercise of appointing new Wardens and other 
officers including Treasurer, PCC Secretary, Diocesan Representatives and 
others, trusting God for the future, whilst giving thanks for the way the Lord 
has led us. 

 
The new Parochial Church Council has the task of considering what kind of 
church we want to be as well as putting down on paper what shape we believe 
our ministry to our town is meant to be and what kind of leader we believe we 
need. Of course the Bible teaches us about every member’s ministry, so it 
behoves us all to seriously pray about how we shape up to the task of sharing 
the message of Jesus with others.   

 
Moses was very conscious of his responsibility as he led the people of Israel 
through the desert toward the Promised Land. On one occasion, feeling 
burdened, he spent time up a mountain, and prayed, “Lord, if you aren’t going 
with us, don’t send us up from here.” God assured him that he was going to 
lead his people forward and that his presence with them would give them rest. 
 
As we move forward as a church it is important to remember that only what 
the Lord builds, will last. As I look back over the past year I can thank the Lord 
for the many gifts being expressed within our local church. Our worship has 
been enhanced as new members have joined the choir and we can thank the 
Lord for people discovering new gifts and exercising them amongst us. We are 
blessed by the visitors who join us whilst people are on holiday in the area, as 
well as by those who kindly come to lead our services during the Interregnum. 
 

So let’s give thanks for all the Lord has done for us and among us. 
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Let’s pray too:-  
 
i)  for wise leadership within the church and the diocese. 
ii) for the Lord to lead the person of his choosing to minister to our church and 
community. 
iii) for God to bless the other churches in our area 
iv) for the young people sitting exams soon 
v) for the Growing in God ministries jointly run by the Diocese of St. 
Edmundsbury & Ipswich, Norwich and Ely. 
vi) then for ourselves - (A prayer from the Diocese of Monmouth) 
 
Lord God, renew your church and begin with me. Heal our wounds, give us joy 
in our faith, draw many to share your life, and use us all in your service, For 
Jesus Christ’s sake, Lord of the church, make us the church of the Lord. 
  
Revd. Pauline Florance 
 

 

 

 

‘Leisure’ - This well-
known poem was 
written by W.H. 
Davies.   
 
 
‘Sometimes we are so 
busy we forget to look 
up and notice the 
glories of nature’ - 
Hilda Woodhead 

 
 
 
 

 
 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=imgres&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwik9K33vr3TAhXLtBQKHfkvCfkQjRwIBw&url=https://evoke.pro/articles/77/&psig=AFQjCNFJDDwF6xKSoStkCkBirlLlx_x28Q&ust=1493137003729023
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THE PARISH VACANCY - WHERE ARE WE? 
 
Your Churchwardens consider it very important to keep parishioners fully informed 
about what is happening during the interregnum. We have been very grateful for 
your support and loyalty to the Church since Martin’s departure, and we can assure 
you that things are moving at the correct pace towards finding a new incumbent to 
lead us. 
 
To this end, the Churchwardens had a very rewarding meeting with Archdeacon Ian 
at the end of March. He gave us the welcome news that the Bishop has decided 
Leiston is to have a new vicar of its own rather than being merged with other 
parishes. Now we have to follow the procedures laid down by the Patronage 
(Benefices) Measure 1986 for filling a benefice which has become vacant. 
 
So what do we do? The PCC must hold two meetings. The first, known as the PCC 
(Section 11) Meeting is to elect two lay members of the Church (not necessarily the 
Churchwardens) to act as representatives of the PCC in connection with the selection 
of an incumbent, and to prepare a Parish Profile. The Profile should be aspirational - 
where we’ve come from and where we’re going, where we are, who we are, and 
what we can offer as a town and a Church. It will contain details of our services, with 
numbers attending, and the totals of weddings, baptisms and funerals in an average 
year. The representatives will participate in the process of interviewing candidates 
for the vacancy, taking into account the views of parishioners as expressed to them. 
 
The second meeting is known as the Joint (Section12) Meeting. This will be held six 
weeks after the Section 11 meeting, and will be attended by the Bishop and the 
Archdeacon, and the Rural Dean and the Lay Chair of the Deanery Synod must be 
invited. This meeting will decide what kind of Priest we are looking for and how to 
proceed. If there is a suitable candidate, he/she may be invited for interview. If such 
a person is already in a Parish, three months’ notice of termination would be 
necessary. If there is no obvious candidate and advertising is necessary, this will add 
two months or so to the duration of the vacancy. Realistically, we are looking at the 
vacancy lasting at least nine months. 
 
This is a simple summary of the next steps. By the time you read this, the PCC will 
have set a date for the Section 11 meeting and will be pleased to have any comments 
or questions parishioners might like to raise. We are all in this exciting process 
together, and everyone’s views are important. 
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Nothing must change during the vacancy. This is because the new incumbent will no 
doubt have his/her own ideas about Parish worship, and two sets of changes within 
a short period would clearly be undesirable. So we will continue under the able 
leadership of Richard, Jim and Pauline, assisted by the many supportive members of 
the congregation who do so much to keep our lovely Church running. And the 
Churchwardens will keep everyone fully informed about developments as they occur. 
 
Peter Roberts 

LEISTON FAMILY HISTORY GROUP  
On 15 May the Alde Valley Suffolk Family History Group will welcome the return of 
Pip Wright to talk about “Surprises from the Parish Chest” – an alternative history of 
Suffolk.  We will hear of wife-sellers, crooked bankers, rogue rectors, sportsman-
naturalists, witches and wizards, spendthrifts and misers, respectable thieves and 
smugglers and, of course, a good few fornicators – most of whose existence can be 
verified by contemporary accounts; but occasionally they appear alongside more 
hazy stories where the truth is much harder to determine. All have played a part in 
Suffolk's colourful past. Pip Wright’s illustrated talk tells their stories.  Pip is a retired 
primary school teacher living in Stowmarket, who writes local history books and gives 
talks to groups of all kinds and all ages across East Anglia. Together with his late wife 
Joy, who died in July 2005, he has spent a number of years gathering information on 
Suffolk’s social history.  

The meeting will be held at Leiston United Church (URC/Methodist), High Street, 
Leiston, IP16 4EL.  Entrance is not at the front of the church, but on the left hand side 
as you face the building.  Parking is available in the Co-op/Solar car park which 
adjoins it, but you must sign your vehicle in at the tills in the supermarket or face a 
charge of £100. Visitors welcome. Admission: members £1, visitors £3, incl. 
tea/coffee.   The Group will continue evening meetings in Leiston until the winter. 

FURTHER PROGRAMME:  all at 7.30pm Leiston United Church  
Mon 19 June: Tracing Criminals in the Family - Gill Blanchard 
Mon 17 July:  The Diary of a Norfolk Parson – James Woodforde, 1740-1803 - Sheila 
Harrison  
 
Maggie Strutt 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiH1N2TwL_TAhXIWRQKHRPRCNIQjRwIBw&url=http://www.ffhs.org.uk/ezine/ezine1107.htm&psig=AFQjCNGJD4idc9pPKot_TK_7A9-NR_qkdA&ust=1493206040074924
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ST. MARGARET’S CHURCH FAMILY 

INTERCESSION PRAYERS FOR MAY 2017 

Dear Friends 

May’s magazine continues to focus on monthly prayer time, with the St Margaret’s Church 

family group for this month as shown below. There are three family groups with each one 

appearing in the magazine every three months. However, you remain in our thoughts and 

prayers always. 

 

If you would like to be included in our family monthly prayers, or have any queries please 

email stmargaretsleiston@gmail.com.  If you feel you would prefer to be remembered in a 

particular month then please let us know.  Also, if you have a specific need for additional 

prayer time then please let us know and we will add you to our ‘special prayers’ section. 

In our Church Family Prayers 
Jim & Pauline Florance 
Bernard & Patsy Smith 
Joe Diegnan 
Pat, Neil, Lucy, Craig & Ryan Carter 
Daryl & Helen Cartley 
John and Joy Kemp 
Mary Joel 
Kate Kersey 
Peter Downey 
Donna Button 
Billy & Margaret Clarke 
Lesley Martin 
Julie, Ellie & Charlie Howard 
Kay, Trevor & Grace Nash 
Anthony & Sue Hawkes 
Frank & Joan Huxley 
Hilary & Richard Slaughter 
Jill Staff 
Glyn & June Clarke 
Robin & Mary Cornish 
Gladys Stannard 
Trevor & Thelma Hawkins 
Eamonn, Cathy & Ursula Harvey 
Kirsty Stowe 

Roy Hubbard 
Shirley Newman 
Matthew, Vanessa, Alex, Kierah & Sasha Newman 
Kathryn, Mark, Ian & Stuart Langley 
Adrian & Jackie Shotter 
Stephanie, Craig & Isla Shotter 
Kim & Dan Keeble 
Jan Snowden 
Nicola, Jon, Toby, & Robert Kerridge 
Josie, Steven, Olivia & Maisie Snowden 
Derek & Barbara Cole 
June Linsell 
Magdalene Chandler 
Hilda Woodhead 
Pat & John Swatton 
Debbie, Samantha & Matthew Vettesse 
Kay Curtis 
Colin, Lucy, Freya, Lola & Leeam Curtis 
Nicola, Matthew, Callum & Jamie Smy 
David, Lisa, Isle & Neave Curtis 
Elaine & Jon Ellis 
Norman Chapman 
Toby, Sharon, Emma & Sophie Slaughter 
 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:stmargaretsleiston@gmail.com
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      Welcome to ‘your page’ 

Full of fun, activities to enjoy 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiBm-eknaHTAhXGrRoKHTIjBv4QjRwIBw&url=https://www.pinterest.com/kakiwo88/bible-activity-sheets/&bvm=bv.152180690,d.ZGg&psig=AFQjCNGaHTaNMA2FfTGVq3vURw0jrHz45w&ust=1492165885879429
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjQiIS2nqHTAhUJPxoKHYMIDrQQjRwIBw&url=http://clipartall.com/clipart/787-spring-flowers-clip-art.html&bvm=bv.152180690,d.ZGg&psig=AFQjCNGHGmf7bVyyy8AEyrqwfuyKmlyzsw&ust=1492166184947732
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JAMJesus and Me 

Want to hear more about Jesus? Come along to  

our ‘JAM’ sessions.  Kids of all ages welcome! 

Sunday 14 and 28 May – At 10.00 am 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiBoYL3nKHTAhWCExoKHVSfC6oQjRwIBw&url=http://eassume.com/mainpage/detail/spring-printables-for-kids&bvm=bv.152180690,d.ZGg&psig=AFQjCNGwUwy6KXBGU-e6pqcoM59GgDIYJw&ust=1492165566620267
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjEgY3H2qPTAhVJuBQKHR0zAukQjRwIBw&url=https://www.pinterest.com/pin/55591376625431288/&bvm=bv.152479541,d.ZGg&psig=AFQjCNFsEw0jjLvL6QRDKtnhB5S4tbZjWg&ust=1492250578565259
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjGz4iSnqHTAhXCuBoKHWCdC7sQjRwIBw&url=http://goodcoloring.lorexddns.net/spring-coloring-pages-to-print/&bvm=bv.152180690,d.ZGg&psig=AFQjCNHdLKSRPVVa0ovmDmfLSkv5QVCnqg&ust=1492166078907857
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 In our Special Prayers       

Jill Mower’s niece Lynn in USA Penny Batho 

Pam’s Grandson Joshua  Joan Fowler 

 

 

 Wedding       

Saturday 15 April 

James Richard Ellis and Kristie Brennan 

 

 

   

 Funerals     

 Wednesday 19 April   Frederick Ernest Shanly 

 Thursday 20 April   Jennifer (Jenny) Mary Coull 

      Suzanne Duncan MacLean 

 Burial of Ashes at Leiston Cemetery   

 Monday 10 April   Greta Hilda Buck 
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MEMORIES 

A few weeks ago I met an ex-neighbour (Bill) in the Co-op car park and after asking 

how he was keeping we got talking about Leiston and how it had changed over the 

years.  The car park was once the Coal Yard on one side and the Co-op Hall on the 

other.  He had his Wedding Reception in the hall at a reduced fee as his late wife 

worked in the Co-op. 

A road led off to Sizewell Road, on the right was a cottage where Mrs Smith lived and 

next door was the Co-op Coal Office where you paid bills and ordered coal.  The road 

led out to opposite Challis Butchers (now Nichols) and the Black Cat Café next door.  

On the left of the road was Etchells Greengrocery.  Bill had a Saturday job there.  Mr 

and Mrs Cross and Mr and Mrs Backhouse lived in the two houses further along.  Mr 

Backhouse also worked for the Co-op Butchery which was on the corner leading to 

Urban Road.  

We remembered Seaward Avenue being built, Bill moved there newly married many 

years ago.  One day he looked out of his window and his garden was full of cows, they 

had come from the fields where Alde Valley Acadamy (LHS) and the Leisure Centre 

are situated.  It was all open fields there except for two cottages on what was called 

the Lambs Field.  I can’t remember many lambs but it was a mass of buttercups and 

daisies with a footpath leading on to Hancocks Lane where you could hear the chink 

of pails and moos of the cows when they were milked.  Jane Hancock (Mrs Perrett) 

was at the farm; as a young girl she taught my brother at the Primary School.  He 

always called her the pretty lady.  Sadly she passed away a few weeks ago.   

We were then back on the Aldeburgh Road - Mr Testoni’s house was the only one in 

the road at that time.  Bill and I suddenly realised how long we had been reminiscing 

and going over old times which had given us both a lot of pleasure. 

Margaret Clarke 

THANK YOU – We would like to thank Liz Outen for making the lovely rabbit for 
the ‘Guess The Name’ Stall at our Easter Fair. We would also like to thank her for all 
the other items that she makes for our stalls and Margaret's Shop. 

  
Linda Hawes 
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THE GREAT OCEAN ROAD 
 

January this year found me in Australia again.  I had flown to Melbourne, spent a few 
days there, and then flown on to Hobart on the beautiful island of Tasmania.  After 
spending time touring the island I returned to the mainland, drove to Ballarat, where 
gold was discovered in 1851, then to Torquay at the beginning of the Great Ocean 
Road.  This road (150 miles in length) was started as a project to create work for 
World War One returned servicemen.  Finding employment for the returned 
servicemen was a crucial factor in their rehabilitation into civilian life.  In Victoria 
post-war the GOR offered the chance to work again in the open, share mateship and 
to contribute to a vigorous young Australia then just 20 years old. One of the greatest 
benefits to the men working on the road was that they were able to stay together 
after the war.  The workforce was employed with good pay and conditions.  They 
used explosives, picks, shovels, wheelbarrows and small machinery to carve the 
route from the rocky cliff faces and steep coastal mountains. 
 

The current Memorial Arch is the fourth 
to be erected - fire, storm and road 
widening removed the previous three.  
The Arch commemorates the 
construction of the road and symbolises 
the sacrifice made by so many in WW1.  
It stands astride the largest enduring war 
memorial in the world “The Great Ocean 
Road”. 

 

Funding came from public donations raised by the Great Ocean Road Trust. The 
Country Roads Board later completed the road which linked all the coastal towns 
along its 241 kilometre length.  The road has become a tourist attraction equal to the 
great coastal roads of the world. 
 
The Great Ocean Road follows the contours of the land – it drops to the coast to give 
access to beaches and climbs the cliffs to give views over the Great Southern Ocean 
and Bass Strait.  The first section just east of Lorne was completed on 18 March 1922.  
The next section to Apollo Bay was completed on 26 November 1932.  The Great 
Ocean Road Trust ends at Allansford and was handed over to the Government on 2 
October 1936. 
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The Twelve Apostles 

 
As you drive along the road there are some amazing sights just off the coast.  The 
first of these you pass are The Twelve Apostles – in fact only eight remain now.  These 

are eroded sandstone stacks just off shore. 

 
Further along the coast is London 
Bridge, a single span, bridge-like 
limestone rock formation.  This 
was once a twin span structure 
with a passing resemblance to the 
English bridge and people regularly 
walked out on to it from the 
mainland.  Two visitors were 
caught out on 15 January 1990 
when the span closest to the shore 
collapsed and they had to be 
rescued by helicopter. 
      London Bridge 
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The relentless power of 
the Southern Ocean as it 
continues to shape the 
coastline is shown in The 

Arch.  

 
Pat Carter 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Arch 
 

 

ADVERTISEMENTS FROM THE PAST 

This advertisement was one of many from a 

booklet produced in the early 1930’s featuring 

Leiston and the surrounding area.  Many of the 

businesses have long disappeared but a few 

remain.  The vicar of St Margaret’s Church in 

1934 was the Revd. C.B. Greaves. 

Margaret Clarke’s ‘Memories’ article mentions 

the Co-op and some of the shops on the site. 

 

Marian Peskett 
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FIVE DAYS IN CYPRUS 
 
“Have a good holiday” people said when they heard I was going to Cyprus. But of 
course it wasn’t really a holiday at all, it was more a pilgrimage. Pat Carter and I were 
travelling to the island to represent St Margaret’s Church at the Licensing Service of 
our former vicar, The Reverend Martin Phillips-Last, as Priest and Chaplain of 
Ammochostos.  
 
Self-funded of course (we couldn’t expect our poor dear Church to pay for us) Pat 
and I left Stansted on a shiny new plane of Cobalt Air, a recently-established budget 
airline based in Famagusta, our destination airport in Cyprus. We then spent the next 
couple of days settling into our hotel at Ayia Napa and getting to know the town. This 
was a bit of a worry to me as Ayia Napa is notorious as the clubbing capital of Cyprus, 
but fortunately the place was quiet as the season had not started and the only sounds 
in the streets were those of building work, and the only smells those of fresh paint 
as the town prepared for another hectic summer. 
 
The service was to take place at the Scandinavian Church on the edge of town. This 
doubles as the Anglican church, but was something of a surprise as it is very different 
to St Margaret’s. The building is new and full of sunshine, and gives the impression 
of a very splendid meeting room and coffee lounge, presided over by some friendly 
Swedish people who were interested in who we were and why we had come to their 
Church. 
 

On Saturday 25 March, the day of the 
service, the Church had been 
transformed into a wonderful place of 
worship which soon became full of a 
mainly English congregation. Martin 
seemed delighted to see us (we had told 
him we were coming but we might just 
have been teasing him!) and he seemed 
even taller and more sun-bronzed than I 
remembered him. Kathryn wore a smart 
summer dress - can you imagine, a 

summer dress in March?) and Grace and Eve were also in their best clothes. They 
told us that they had all settled well into island life and were looking forward to the 
time ahead. 
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The service was impressively conducted by the Bishop in Cyprus and the Gulf, the 
Right Reverend Michael Lewis. Martin seemed rather nervous at first; he sat right at 
the back of the massed ranks of clergy from all over the island, and at the appropriate 
time he was called forward “to be admitted to the cure of souls in this place”. Martin 
had told us here in Leiston that he was ours until the Bishop of Cyprus appointed him 
and gave him his blessing, so it was a poignant moment when the Bishop said to him, 
“Martin, receive this cure of souls, which is both yours and mine. In the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen”. It was then we knew that we 
would not be bringing him home with us! 
 
After this, Martin visibly relaxed and was soon bouncing and jigging his way through 
the rest of the service just as we remember him. When the formal proceedings were 
concluded, we all enjoyed a sumptuous buffet provided by the Church ladies, and 
chatted to Martin and Kathryn. He told us that he had care of three Churches, and 
would need to conduct a service in each of them on most weekends. But he wistfully 
told us that he often looks at St Margaret’s website and greatly misses his old Church 
here in Leiston. He said that we all remained in his prayers, and extended an 
invitation to us to come to his Services if we were ever in Cyprus.  And with that, the 
family drove off in their Church provided car (not as grand as the one they had here) 
to prepare for their new duties. 
 
Very early next morning, Pat and I flew back to Stansted confident that Martin and 
the Anglican Chaplaincy of Ammochostos were in mutually safe hands.  
 
Peter Roberts 
 

A BIG THANK YOU| 
 
Many thanks to everyone who donated and/or came along to our Easter Fair on 
Saturday 8th April.  As always, the stalls were laden with a wide range of items to buy 
together with some lovely prizes in our Grand Draw.  There was also Linda's Name 
the Rabbit game , a Chocolate Hamper to win, a busy bottle stall and Maureen's ever-
popular tombola.   Lots of young families came along to enjoy the Easter Egg Hunt, 
which took place outside the church in glorious sunshine.  With your help and 
support, we raised £587.66 for church funds. 
  
Sandra Harle 
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THE SHERINGHAM SHANTYMEN 
 
Friday 7th April was the evening when Norfolk’s Sheringham Shantymen came to our 
Suffolk town. It was a most memorable occasion here at St. Margaret’s church. The 
evening was the sort of evening which whisked me back to my early childhood when, 
at certain times of the year, my family sang songs round the piano. Songs like ‘Roll 
out the barrel’, and ‘In Dublin’s Fair City’. 

Friday evening was much more than just 
a jolly good concert of Jolly Jack Tars 
singing sea songs. It had a wonderful 
family feel about it as we were swept up 
in the rhythm of the music and engaging 
with the sometimes saucy lyrics from 
well-known songs like Drunken Sailor, 
Randy Dandy, New York Girls and A 
Sailor’s prayer. Many of these shanties 
had grown out of tough, even boring 
times when sailors were at sea for long 

periods, away from their families. Consequently these songs were poignant as well 
as humorous. 
 
There was a genuine friendly banter between the singers and the audience, as well 
as between their Master of Ceremonies, who was quite a live wire himself.  He had a 
continuous stream of stories and anecdotes between each of the songs at the same 
time willing us to join in the choruses. More than that, encouraging us to do the 
‘actions’ as well, which he assured us was for the good of our health and longevity. 
Quite a challenge to those of us whose co-ordination is not good at the best of times. 
I will gloss over his cheeky comments concerning Norwich City’s football team over 
Ipswich Town’s! 

 
All in all it was a wonderful evening and our thanks go the Sheringham Shantymen, 
to those stalwarts in the kitchen who made and served the liquid refreshments, and 
to our Churchwarden Peter Roberts whose idea it was to invite the Shantymen. It is 
always nerve-racking putting events like this on not knowing how many will turn up 
on the night.  Leiston came up trumps, as it usually does, for it was a full house.   
£680.36 was raised for church funds. 
 
Jim Florance 
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GIFT OF PALM CROSSES 
 

When Peter and I went to Cyprus to attend the licensing service of Martin at the 
Scandinavian Church in Aiya Napa we were delighted to receive a gift from Martin’s 
new congregations – a collection of palm crosses which were handmade by the 
congregations.  Pieces were cut from the palm fonds and then folded to the 
traditional cross shape.  We carried these crosses in our traditional procession 
around our church on Palm Sunday – a link with the Christians in Cyprus.  
 

 

The photographs show the crosses being made and the palms being cut.  In the 

background is Lake Paralimni, which had water in it but by the time the crosses were 

to be used it would be totally dried up because of the heat and not be wet until next 

winter.  Paralimni is the town where Martin and family have their home.       Pat Carter 

 

  

  

 

Memento from Martin’s Licensing Service 
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Coffee Morning on behalf of The Children’s Society 

Thanks to David’s generosity once again, our Spring Coffee Morning raising money 
for The Children’s Society will be held at The Dolphin Inn, Thorpeness on Friday 2 
June 2017 from 10.00am – 12noon.   As usual there will be delicious homemade 
cakes and produce, raffle and items for sale.  Admission is £1.50 which includes fresh 
ground coffee, tea and biscuits.  Please come along if you can, you will be most 
welcome. 

Lorraine Lloyd 

JAM Sunday School - On Mothering Sunday JAM 
Sunday School made these lovely flowerpot shape 
Mother's Day cards and sweet baskets to give to their 
mums. They also gave out some pretty daffodil posies that 
had been made by some of the ladies.   
On Palm Sunday they made some palm leaves. They wrote 
'I promise to follow God' and 'I promise to follow Jesus' on 
them. 
 

Linda Hawes 
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St. Margaret of Antioch  

Parish Church of Leiston-cum-Sizewell  

Church Road, Leiston, Suffolk IP16 4HG  

 

______________________________________________________________ 

NOTICE: Items for June’s magazine 

Please note that all articles, adverts etc. will need to be submitted to Marian 

Peskett by 18 May for inclusion in the June Magazine.  Thank you. 

Email: t.peskett@sky.com 

The Parish Magazine is available from St Margaret’s Church or Margaret’s Shop.  Delivery can be 

arranged. 

 

Keep up to date with all Church Events  

By visiting our own website 

www.stmargaretschurchleiston.onesuffolk.net 

 

How to Find Us 

  

mailto:t.peskett@sky.com
http://www.stmargaretschurchleiston.onesuffolk.net/
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi90rmTub_QAhUC8RQKHR_0CBcQjRwIBw&url=http://patronstedmund.blogspot.com/&psig=AFQjCNGhQVkcNZKsOWTLo5zfDfUPevhqWw&ust=1480009847135927

