ST MARGARET’S
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CHURCH SERVICES
SUNDAY 6 MAY
9.00 HOLY COMMUNION SERVICE
10.30 FAMILY PRAISE & WORSHIP SERVICE

SUNDAY 13 MAY
10.00 PARISH EUCHARIST SERVICE & J.A.M. SUNDAY SCHOOL

SUNDAY 20 MAY
10.00 ‘WELCOME TO THE TABLE’ FAMILY HOLY COMMUNION SERVICE

SUNDAY 27 MAY
10.00 PARISH EUCHARIST SERVICE & J.A.M. SUNDAY SCHOOL

CONTACT US
Priest in Charge: Vacancy
Reader: Mr Bernard Smith: 3 Daneway Gardens, Leiston T.830105
Lay Elders:
Mrs Pat Carter, 42 Haylings Road, Leiston T.831852
Mrs Sandra Harle: 4 Lime Tree Avenue, Leiston T. 833578
Church Wardens:
Mrs Pat Carter: 42 Haylings Road, Leiston T.831852
Mr Peter Roberts, Meadowcroft, East Green, Kelsale T.603772
PCC Treasurer: Mrs Sandra Harle: 4 Lime Tree Avenue, Leiston T. 833578
PCC Secretary: Mrs Pat Carter, 42 Haylings Road, Leiston T.831852
‘JAM’ (Jesus & Me) Sunday School Leader: Mrs Sandra Ellis T.832168
Director of Music: Mr Jonathan Williams T.604733
Deanery Synod Representatives:
Miss Rosemary Gale T.832105
Mr Simon Merrett T.830900
Resident Retired Priests:
Reverend Richard Ellis: 9 Kings Road, Leiston T.832168,
Reverend Pauline Florance: 1 Woodlands, Leiston T.768124
Reverend Jim Florance: 1 Woodlands, Leiston T.768124
Website Editor: Mrs Kathryn Williams T.604733
Magazine Editor: Mrs Marian Peskett: T.833537 Email: t.peskett@sky.com
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There’s light and life at the end of the tunnel!
‘Blow Blow thou winter wind’ … from Shakespeare’s play ‘As you
like it’

My apologies for taking Shakespeare’s poem totally out of context. I do so to
illustrate what our weather has been like. It seems to have been a long, long
hard winter this year with Siberian winds which have gone straight through one
rather than round. There has been enough rain to fill many reservoirs, at least
until we’re told there’s a hose pipe ban.
It seems this year that Winter has snuffed out Spring, though, as I write the sun
is shining and the plants are endeavouring to stagger into life. For me these
crossover days of Winter to Spring reflect the Lenten struggles Jesus had
leading to his crucifixion. The good news is that as Spring takes hold there is
light at the end of the winter tunnel. As the miracle of the plants coming to life
again after having been frozen, flattened, drowned, and windswept, so Jesus’
resurrection brings life in new ways opening up new, exciting and challenging
possibilities.
Examination time
This period of the school year, the summer term, is quite a stressful time for
students, especially for teenagers. For the last two years or so they will have
been studying all manner of subjects in readiness for the GCSEs and A levels
exams. All their preparation is about to be put to the test. For many the results
of these examinations will determine their future careers.
I remember vividly how I felt when I came to sit my ‘O’ levels exams. Those days
and the days awaiting to hear the results were nerve racking and for me, ‘dark
days’. My parents, always supportive, used say if you have studied diligently you
can only do your best; there will be light at the end of the tunnel. I say to all
those students facing exams, there is light at the end of the tunnel and there
will be life with new exciting and challenging opportunities to grasp.
One chapter closes a new chapter begins
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March 2017. Some twelve / thirteen months ago saw our parish enter an
interregnum. A second interregnum in three years. This felt like a body blow.
During the early months of the interregnum there were mixed emotions
amongst folk. I sensed there was an air of despondency as we all grappled, in
our various ways, with what had happened and the after affects which
followed. Those first few months were dark days for everyone. It was difficult
at that time to see life or light at the end of the tunnel. But we here at St.
Margaret’s are a resilient lot, and even on occasions pugnacious. We cannot be
kept down for long.
Whilst the ‘powers that be’ said that we should not change the overall way the
church ran, a few of us saw new opportunities where things could be tweaked.
At the same time we recognised that an interregnum could be a positive thing.
During this interregnum period we have been blessed with having two Lay
Elders commissioned. We have formed a Ministry Team to plan ‘who does
what’ in respect of worship and to deal with pastoral concerns. All members of
the ministry team now assist in conducting services. Through Christians
Together in Leiston new initiatives have been started such as Tea and Chat at
the United church. Town Pastors have grown from strength to strength.
After much hard work by a dedicated group of people a parish profile has been
created and the post of ‘Priest in Charge’ has been advertised. Since then
interviews have taken place headed up by the Bishop with our two nominated
representatives. We now await, with excitement, our new parish priest.
If all of this is not new life, I don’t know what is.
Reverend Jim Florance (retired)

ADVANCE NOTICE
On 3 June 2018 at 3.30pm St. James’ Church Dunwich, IP17 3DT: A concert of
Baroque music given by the WOLLASTON CONSORT; Julie Harmer
– flute; Peter Clayton - harpsichord & organ.
A Sunday afternoon concert followed by tea & cake. There will be a retiring
collection in aid of Suffolk Historic Churches Trust
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ST. MARGARET’S CHURCH TOWER LIGHTS UP

During March/April the lighting of the Church Tower was sponsored on:
Friday 30 March
In memory of a very dear friend Jenny – love from Betty
Saturday 7 April
In loving memory of Jackie Mann
Tuesday 10 April
Peter Mower’s birthday
Wednesday 11 April
Derek, a wonderful husband and grandad – we all miss you so much
Tuesday 24 April
In memory of my beloved husband Peter who left me 25 long years ago.
Still missed. Loved always, Joan
Thursday 26 April
In memory of Judy Foster on her birthday – RIP
If you’d like to mark a special occasion by sponsoring the lighting of the Church Tower
for a donation of £5 per day, please write the details in the diary provided in church,
then put the completed payment envelope in the wall safe. Many thanks.
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St.Margaret’s
Church Rd, Leiston

Flower Festiva
l
?
‘What’s on the Box ’

... come along and see many imaginative floral displays
inspired by a variety of television programmes

MayBankHolidayWeekend!
Saturday 5th May: 10am - 4pm
Sunday 6th May: 12pm - 5pm
Monday 7th May: 10am - 4pm

6

Vari o us
lls
Sta

Li ght

n ch es
Lu

Pondering Prayer
In these days of Brexit negotiations, wouldn’t it be wonderful if we
had two heads of state like King Solomon and King Hiram at Tyre, of
whom we read in II Chronicles chapter 2. King Solomon had a desire
to build a temple, “to honour the name of the Lord” and asked King
Hiram if he would trade timber from the mountains of Lebanon,
whilst he in return would supply wheat, barley, oil and wine for the
people of Lebanon. King Hiram agreed.
King Solomon also requested a master craftsman, to which King
Hiram responded that he had just the man. His name was Huram-Abi,
whose mother came from the tribe of Dan in Israel and whose father
came from Tyre, so he was probably bi-lingual as well as being skilled
at making things from gold, silver, bronze and iron as well as stone
and wood. King Hiram added, “he can work with purple, blue and
scarlet cloth and fine linen. He is also an engraver and can follow any
design given to him. He will work with your craftsmen and those
appointed by my Lord David, your father.”
King Hiram promised to cut cedar, cypress and red sandalwood from
his forests and to float the logs in rafts along the Mediterranean
coast as far as Joppa, from where King Solomon’s men would
transport it to Jerusalem.
When I read passages like this I am touched by the way God gives
people a vision for something and then provides the support network
to make it possible.
As we draw nearer to the close of the Interregnum and look forward
to new leadership for our church and parish, let’s be pondering over
the future prayerfully.
Firstly let’s be praying for a vision for the future.
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Secondly let’s be praying for harmonious relationships among us. One
of the last things the Lord Jesus said to his disciples before his
betrayal was, “love one another as I have loved you.”
Thirdly let’s be asking God to show us the skilled, blessed people
among us, for all sorts of tasks, so that his plans for Leiston might
be fulfilled. Revd. Pauline Florance
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MAY
Writing for the magazine last month I was looking at snow, today it is dull and
very misty, but in spite of all that, I’m seeing a mass of yellow with daffodils,
primroses, as well as violets and still an odd crocus. The trees are budding up
and when we get the odd day of sunshine everything comes to life.
May is the best month for everything as its all fresh green trees, bluebell
woods, lovely shrubs, and clematis. Its lovely to have the light evenings too.
As schoolchildren we could play outside in the evenings, we would often play
rounders on the rec at King Georges Avenue or Victory Road. We would watch
people playing tennis or go on the swings. We didn’t hang about in the streets
as we would get told off by Tommy Nunn the local policeman. If we met on a
corner he would say ‘off you go home, you don’t hang about on corners!’ Other
children would warn us if he was about, especially if you had a bike with no
lights!
New houses were being built from Eastward Ho! and Grimsey Road, and
Sylvester Road; so, after seeing fields there were roads to play on and in the
houses as they were gradually built. There was a caretaker named Mr Entwistle
who had a hut and went around to light lamps to show where the road was.
We would tap on the hut sometimes, then hide up! One night we did this and
he chased us waving a stick. My mum was looking out of the bedroom window
at the time (no sign of a child anywhere) then suddenly she saw all us children
running with Mr Entwistle chasing us waving this stick. So that put paid to that.
Sometime after she told me it made her smile.
We did have fun and have many happy memories.
Margaret Clarke
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PSALM 23
1. The Lord is my shepherd: therefore can I lack nothing.
2. He makes me lie down in green pastures and leads me beside still
waters.
3. He shall refresh my soul and guide me in the path of righteousness for
his names sake.
4. Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no
evil; for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.
5. You spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble
me; you have anointed my head with oil and my cup shall be full.
6. Surely goodness and loving mercy shall follow me all the days of my
life, and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.
This Psalm is familiar to so many people whether practising Christians or those
without a living faith. Yet still it is asked for in funerals repeatedly. Perhaps its
continual emphasis that God loves in very practical ways which is the
attraction.
-

God will not let me lack anything.
God gives me a place to rest
God will refresh me and will be with me when I face death my own or
someone else’s. His love is there
- God will revive me
- God’s love will be a comforter.
It is surprising that with all these initiatives of God’s love there are so many
who do not respond. We are reminded that in the resurrection each time
Christ shows himself to his followers he takes the initiative – Mary Magdalene
at the tomb, the disciples in the Upper Room, those he joined on the Emmaus
Road and Peter beside the lake. This resurrection love shown by individual
Christians or pastors is appreciated by others if not by all.
But in Ezekiel 34 one of the great prophets of the Old Testament writes
scathingly of the prophets who do not care for the people in their charge –
indeed he says that God will take from them the responsibility they have
abused. King David as a boy tells Saul how he cares for his sheep and goes after
10

any lion or bear that tries to steal them St John 10.1 – 18 gives a vivid picture
of Jesus as the Good Shepherd.
As followers of Our Lord we might wonder what it is that we can offer God as
the sacrificial obedience of our faith. There is no doubt that Christians should
offer to God what he offers to us our love for him and our love for those around
us – and as sacrificially as Jesus did on the cross. There is no sacrificial offering
more appreciated by God.
References The People’s Bible Commentary Donald Coggan The Bible Reading Fellowship
Being Disciples Rowan William S.P.C.K.

CHRISTIAN AID COLLECTION
SATURDAY 19 MAY 2018
The Leiston collection to raise money for Christian Aid will take place on
Saturday 19 May. Are you able to give one hour of your time to help with this
very valuable collection to help others? I have permission from Suffolk Coastal
District Council and Leiston Co-op to have collectors in the street and outside
the Co-op store. If you can help please contact the local organiser Pat Carter
on 01728 831852

COFFEE MORNING ON BEHALF
OF THE CHILDREN’S SOCIETY
We are delighted to report that once again The Dolphin Inn, Thorpeness will
host our Spring Coffee Morning raising much needed money for The Children’s
Society. The date is Friday 1st June 2018 from 10.00am – 12noon. There will
be delicious homemade cakes and produce, raffle and items for
sale. Admission is £1.50 which includes fresh ground coffee, tea and
biscuits. Please come along and support us if you can, you will be most
welcome. Lorraine Lloyd, Secretary
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Welcome to ‘your page’
Full of fun activities to enjoy!

THIS YEAR
ASCENSION
DAY IS ON
THURSDAY
10 MAY
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Want to hear more about Jesus? Come along to
our ‘JAM’ sessions. Kids of all ages welcome!
Jesus and Me Sunday 13 and 27 May – At 10.00 am

JAM
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ST. MARGARET’S CHURCH FAMILY
INTERCESSION PRAYERS FOR MAY 2018
Dear Friends
May’s magazine continues to focus on monthly prayer time, with the St Margaret’s
Church family group for this month as shown below. There are three family groups with
each one appearing in the magazine every three months. However, you remain in our
thoughts and prayers always.
If you would like to be included in our family monthly prayers, or have any queries
please email stmargaretsleiston@gmail.com. If you feel you would prefer to be
remembered in a particular month then please let us know. Also, if you have a specific
need for additional prayer time then please let us know and we will add you to our
‘special prayers’ section.

In our Church Family Prayers
Martin Phillips-Last
Simon, Sheena, Hannah, Tom & Matt Merrett
Sheila Mckinnon, David & Midge Mckinnon
Phil, Sue, Joshua, Charlotte, Connie & Greg Watson
David & Cindy Fitsell
Emma Fitsell
Paul, Alexander, Aidan, Cory & Amyleigh Fitsell
Jonathan, Kathryn & Joshua Williams
Mike & Lesley Cassie
Vi Matthews
Stephanie Luckhurst
Joan Whale
Paul Espindola
Ann & Peter Essex
Mary Murphy
Terry Ferguson
Jo Tozer
Sue, Dale, Ewan & Cameron Threadkell
Frank & Joan Huxley
Philip, Ian & Susan Huxley
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Magda Chandler
Bruce & Phyllis Songer
Stephen & Gail Southgate
Naomi Kerans
John & Sue Last
Helen Rivett
Judith & Mike Stigwood
Alan, Maureen & Jason Fox
Wayne, Ben & Niamh Fox
Fi Long
Allison King
Luke, Asha & Jai Mewett
Clare & Kane Hambridge
Peter & Jenefer Roberts
Charles & Pauline Stride
Steve, Christine & Nathan James
Derek & Sheila Stiff
Eileen & Sperry Free
Don Bridges

In Our Special Prayers
Joan Whale

Betty

Pam’s daughter-in-law Amanda

Funerals
Monday 9 April

Thomas (Tommy) Robert Hall
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'TRANSFORMATION...A Showcase of Artistic
Talent from Leiston Schools'
This is the title of an exciting exhibition planned to take place in our church
from Monday 25th until Friday 30th of June. It will be an exhibition of the
work of students from Leiston's Avocet Primary Academy and Alde Valley
Academy schools and promises to be an outstanding display of talent from our
young people.
The exhibition will be officially opened in the evening of Monday 25th by Mr
Laurence Edwards - a local artist who has gained a reputation for his award
winning sculptural and figurative work. Laurence also happens to be an old boy
of Leiston School so he has connections to our community. Everyone is
welcome to come along to the official opening.
This event is a perfect opportunity to showcase our young people's talent, to
strengthen our links with the schools and to attract and welcome folk to our
beautiful church. I do hope that you will help to promote and support the event
by coming along to see the work and, if possible, agree to sit in the church for
a couple of hours whilst the exhibition is taking place. If you would like to help
please speak to me and we can find a time slot that suits you best. You can
contact me on 01728 832259 or see me in church on Sunday mornings.
Even if you are unable to find time to sit and welcome people I hope you will
come along and show your support - let's celebrate our young people, our
community and our glorious church building.
Simon Merrett

The Friends of Alde Valley Academy are holding a FUN QUIZ at the school on
Friday 11 May, starting at 7.30pm. Tables up to six, at £6 per person or £3 for
AVA students. Ploughman's Supper included but please bring your own
drinks. To book a table, please call Sandra Harle on 01728 833578.
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SINGING UP A STORM IN CHURCH
Were you in St Margaret's Church on the evening of Friday 13 April? If so,
you will have seen and heard a marvellous performance by Kimber's Men, a
shanty foursome from Halifax in Yorkshire.
Having travelled down especially for us, they treated an audience of well over
a hundred people to two one-hour slots which left the crowd shouting for
more! After staying overnight at a local pub, they set off on the long journey
back to Yorkshire the very next morning. But if we thought that was a lot of
travelling, they told us that the following weekend they were due in Cornwall
for more concerts. The show was the talk of the town for several days
afterwards and raised more than £500 for Church funds.
It wasn't just us who enjoyed it though. On their website they posted the
following: "Fantastic to be singing in St Margaret's Church in Leiston, Suffolk
last night. The most beautiful church with awesome roof structure and
acoustics. Really lovely to see so many people packed in too.........Thank you
all for coming to see us and making it such a special night. Hope to see you all
again soon."
We hope to be arranging more concerts in the near future and look forward
to entertaining you again! Peter Roberts
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FLOWERS IN CHURCH
Very shortly we will be holding our Flower Festival in church when some
amazing displays will depict television programmes. But we don’t just have
flowers in church for the Festival – we have flowers in church throughout the
year except during the seasons of Advent and Lent. These flowers are usually
placed in front of the nave altar. Do you enjoy those flowers each week?
Would you like to help to put them there?
Simple arrangement using
supermarket flowers

If so, there are two ways you can
help. First, have a go yourself. You
don’t have to be a trained florist;
simple displays can be very
effective. Bunches of flowers from
the supermarket, or your garden,
can be suitable. There is a variety
of vases in the chest at the back of
the church which are available for
use. However if you feel you really
can’t manage to make an
arrangement, perhaps you would
be able to give some money (in an
envelope marked Church Flowers)
to the church treasurer, Sandra
Harle, and she will ask one of the
flower team to buy some flowers
and make an arrangement on your
behalf.
If you would like to provide the
flowers on a particular day,
perhaps commemorating a loved one’s birthday or a special anniversary, this
can be accommodated. Add those details in the envelope.
Thank you.
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LADIES GROUP MAKES RETURN VISIT TO
SUFFOLK PUNCH TRUST
As the Ladies Group enjoyed a very successful visit to the Suffolk Punch Trust
at Hollesley last year a return visit was made on Monday 16 April. We arrived
in time for lunch and a wagon ride round the fields. However, because of the
recent extreme weather the tracks were not safe for the wagon to use but
lunch was still available!!
We were soon tucking
into soup, sandwiches,
ploughman’s lunches
and all sorts of lovely
food,
beautifully
prepared by the staff of
the Wild Tayberry Cafe.
After lunch we set off to
explore and to see the
new foals born this
year, Eli and Edith. As
we made our way up
the slope towards the
paddocks we came
upon some cuddly black lambs in a field with their mothers.
Although the day was sunny the wind was keen. After looking at the lambs
we walked on and found Edith, one of the new foals, with her mother. We
spent some time looking at them and then went to the opposite field where a
large number of retired racehorses were together in the field. The Trust has
the horses for retraining. We retraced our steps and saw the pygmy goats,
rabbits, ducks and chickens in the Children’s Corner. Baby Chloe loved all
these animals. Next, we went to see the black pigs but could only see one in
a shelter and were told the rest were probably at the far end of the field
under the trees. On we went into the stable block and saw the cow and
young horses in there. There were also some darling Shetland ponies in one
of the boxes – so small beside the big Suffolks. On one wall there was a
display of rosettes won by the horses at shows and various harnesses and
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brasses to inspect. We spent some time talking to one of the grooms who
was happy to answer our questions before returning to the main building.
Some of the party decided to look round the museum and at the goods for
sale in the shop. The rest of us went to look at the Heritage Garden. In this
garden fruit trees, shrubs and plants which originated in Suffolk are being
grown. Finally, we returned to the cafe and enjoyed a drink and cakes before
leaving for home.
Our next visit is to Swann’s Nursery at Bromeswell on Wednesday 16 May.

EVERYTHING YOU WANTED TO KNOW ABOUT
HERALDRY BUT WERE AFRAID TO ASK!
The March meeting of the Alde Valley Suffolk Family History Group featured a
talk about heraldry for the family historian. As a graduate of the Institute of
Heraldic Studies and Genealogy in Canterbury, our speaker and committee
member Chris Broom has a passion for heraldry and believes it to be
underrated in family history research. We are still familiar with many signs and
symbols in the modern world – think of brand logos, even our own AVSFHG
logo! His talk examined heraldry’s origins, language, use in research and how
to learn more about it. It has been traced back to use on the battlefield to
identify soldiers whose faces were hidden by armour and visors – symbols on
shields can even be seen in the Bayeux Tapestry.
Chris then explored the colours and commonly used symbols in coats of arms
and presented several case studies. We looked at that of the Theberton family
Doughty Wylie; Chris showed us the different reference books and online
resources he uses to identify and trace a coat of arms. He then showed us
photos of the real things in Theberton Church, so we can go and look for
ourselves! He has also traced the pedigree from 1505-1875 of the Rabett
family, who hail from Bramfield Hall, and not surprisingly, feature rabbits on
the arms! Some members of the Leiston branch of that family were present at
our meeting. Finally, Chris demonstrated how he was able to trace the symbol
of the Bostock family, from which one of our own members, Elizabeth Tipping,
is descended. Angela Skelcher
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LEISTON BRANCH, WOMEN’S SECTION OF THE
ROYAL BRITISH LEGION
On 15 April the Standard of the Women’s Section
was finally laid up in St Margaret’s Church.
Sincere thanks to the congregation for supporting
the occasion and to all those involved in the
organisation of the ceremony. Trevor Peskett

MRS MOP CLEANING
SERVICES OF LEISTON
Domestic, Commercial & End of Tenancy
Offering both one off and regular services
Please call Verity on 07837703955
We
are fully insured and happy to help

ARE YOU ABLE
TO HELP OUT IN
MARGARET’S
SHOP?
If you would like to be
part of our friendly
team please call in
and have a chat with
Maureen
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House Clearance
Service
Buying of individual items or full
house clearance on request

Please call Molly 07854920332
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St. Margaret of Antioch
Parish Church of Leiston-cum-Sizewell
Church Road, Leiston, Suffolk IP16 4HG
_________________________________________________________
NOTICE: Items for May’s magazine
Please note that all articles, adverts etc. will need to be submitted to
Marian Peskett by 18 May for inclusion in the June Magazine. Thank
you.
Email: t.peskett@sky.com
The Parish Magazine is available from St Margaret’s Church or Margaret’s Shop. Delivery can be
arranged.

Keep up to date with all Church Events
By visiting our own website
www.stmargaretschurchleiston.onesuffolk.net
How to Find Us
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