ST MARGARET’S
Parish Church for Leiston-cum-Sizewell

Harvest Thanksgiving
OCTOBER 2019
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CHURCH SERVICES
SUNDAY 6 OCTOBER
9.00 HOLY COMMUNION SERVICE
10.30 FAMILY PRAISE & WORSHIP SERVICE

SUNDAY 13 OCTOBER
10.00 PARISH EUCHARIST SERVICE & J.A.M. SUNDAY SCHOOL

SUNDAY 20 OCTOBER
10.00 PARISH EUCHARIST SERVICE

SUNDAY 27 OCTOBER
10.00 PARISH EUCHARIST SERVICE & J.A.M. SUNDAY SCHOOL

CONTACT US
Priest in Charge: Reverend Richard Finch: T.830421
The Vicarage, Church Road, Leiston E.vicarleiston@gmail.com
Associate Priest: Reverend Morag Finch
Reader: Mr Bernard Smith: 3 Daneway Gardens, Leiston T.830105
Lay Elders:
Mrs Pat Carter, 42 Haylings Road, Leiston T.831852
Mrs Sandra Harle: 4 Lime Tree Avenue, Leiston T. 833578
Church Wardens:
Mrs Pat Carter: 42 Haylings Road, Leiston T.831852
One Vacancy
PCC Treasurer: Mrs Sandra Harle: 4 Lime Tree Avenue, Leiston T. 833578
PCC Secretary: Mrs Pat Carter, 42 Haylings Road, Leiston T.831852
‘JAM’ (Jesus & Me) Sunday School Leader: Mrs Sandra Ellis T.832168
Organist & Choir Master : Mr Matthew Merrett
Deanery Synod Representatives:
Two Vacancies
Resident Retired Priests:
Reverend Richard Ellis: 9 Kings Road, Leiston T.832168
Reverend Pauline Florance: 1 Woodlands, Leiston T.768124
Reverend Jim Florance: 1 Woodlands, Leiston T.768124
Website Editor: Mrs Maureen Fox T.830929
Magazine Editor: Mrs Marian Peskett: T.833537 Email: t.peskett@sky.com
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HOW ARE YOU?
It's very pleasant that when you meet somebody they almost always ask you how
you are. You don't want to bore them with the details in reply - now that I am old
I could chunter on in formidable detail for several minutes about my various aches
and pains - so you just say fine thank you and ask them how they are. That's broken
the ice, and you can now get on with talking about the important things in life, like
the family, the Test match and the price of beer.
With the deadline for this article fast approaching, I lay awake last night with no
idea what to write about. All the things at the top of my mind - the tribulations of
our European holiday last week, the death of a much-loved family dog, the bits and
pieces falling off our old house which need mending - seemed inappropriate for
these pages, so what was I to do? The answer, of course, was to offer up a silent
prayer, and that is what I did. And immediately through the darkness, seemingly
from nowhere, floated just three words: "How Are You". And the rest just fell into
place.
A little miracle for sure, and just one of an endless succession of daily miracles with
which we are showered every day of our lives. See if you agree with me on this one:
on occasions when I am depressed or worried about something, almost every time
God shows me something which puts my worries into perspective. I'm usually out
and about when these things happen, and He might show me a beautiful sunset, a
spectacular cloud formation, an unusual bird, a hare running across the field - all
examples of his handiwork which He shows to us for our enjoyment or to distract us
from our cares. I can imagine Him chuckling at me for taking myself and my petty
problems so seriously, and as I thank Him I have to admit that I'm really not that
important after all.
God does not need to ask us how we are. He knows, and He knows what he can do
make things right or even better for us if only we lean on Him and bring Him any
worries we may have. I have never underestimated the power of prayer for I have
seen so many times how prayer is answered - not necessarily in the precise form in
which we requested an answer, but usually in a much better way which I would not
have thought of. For me, it is important to restrict personal prayers of supplication
(as opposed to general prayers and praise) to those times when they are important
and when I can see no way of getting out of my small dilemma without some help.
Without exception, there comes an answer. Some people would call it coincidence,
but we know better, don't we?
But I sometimes wonder whether the kindly question "How are You?" could be
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given its full value, with a long and detailed answer carefully and sympathetically
listened to. There must be many people who bravely reply "fine, thank you" when
they would really love the chance to unburden themselves in detail of their cares
and worries to somebody who they know would treat them gently. Or perhaps they
have some really good news which they would like to share in great detail. Either
way, there are some occasions when "fine, thank you" fits the kind convention but
does not tell the full story. So it is good sometimes to sit down with somebody you
have met, perhaps with a cup of tea in hand, and let them tell you how they really
feel.
So how am I, you ask? A hundred times blessed, thank you, and I hope you are the
same. Now, shall we talk about that Brexit thing..........
Peter Roberts

Pondering Prayer
Tradition dictates that we celebrate Harvest at this time of year. We have much for
which we can give thanks. Our farmers have worried, about the weather and the
changing climate, especially here in the East of England where there has been cause
for concern about the water table. Nevertheless, we have cause for thanksgiving for
once again there has been an abundance of food in our shops. There are of course
still many needy people in our country and many countries, not as fortunate as
ourselves.
In Judges chapter 6 we read about Gideon and his people who faced a dire situation
at harvest time. Verse 6 of chapter six states, “So Israel was reduced to starvation by
the Midianites. Then the Israelites cried out to the Lord for help.” God responded to
their desperate cry for help by sending them a prophet, who reminded them they
needed to put God first in their life-style and worship if they wanted God’s blessing.
Their crops certainly grew, but every time they were ready to harvest them, the
Midianites and their other enemies surrounding them on every side, would come and
destroy their crops and steal their cattle, goats, sheep and donkeys. Invading armies
are renowned for commandeering the country’s supply for themselves and also for
conducting a scorched earth policy, leaving the people broken and defenceless.
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A Dutch woman described to me in the 1960’s how she had had the task as a teenager
during the Second World War, of crawling on hands and knees at night to get
vegetables from the Dutch fields, which had been commandeered by the German
army, while her people almost starved. It is not difficult to imagine the resentment
which builds up. In addition to the anger and resentment of course, was the terrible
fear of being discovered. Gideon was equally fearful, hence his choice of threshing
wheat in secret. Finding ways to beat the oppressor was very courageous on the part
of the Dutch teenager I wrote of earlier, and also on the part of Gideon so it was no
surprise that the angel in Judges chapter six hails him as a “ mighty warrior” adding
“The Lord is with you”.
Understandably cynical, Gideon retorts, “Well Sir, if the Lord is with us, why has all
this happened to us? And where are all the miracles our ancestors told us about?
“ Gideon had two qualities, that God could use in a leader. He asked searching
questions, and he was prepared to be inventive and to take some risks. He was not
going to be crushed by the situation.
In our current national journey there are fears of food shortages if our government
takes certain steps and people are naturally deeply concerned. Maybe it is a good
reminder to us that we cannot simply pray without being responsible before the Lord
for the way we conduct ourselves. We are called to do good, to love mercy and to
walk humbly with our God. (Micah 6:8)
So let us give thanks for all the earth provides for us; for God’s rich abundance
available to us. Let’s also be eager to look for spiritual harvest, that we bring our God
given gifts and abilities and place them at God’s disposal for them to benefit the local
church and the local community.
Let’s pray for a harvest of goodwill to spread throughout this nation.
God be in my head and in my understanding. God be in mine eyes and in my looking;
God be in my mouth and in my speaking; God be in my heart and in my thinking; God
be at mine end and at my departing. Amen
Revd. Pauline Florance
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ST. MARGARET’S CHURCH FAMILY
INTERCESSION PRAYERS FOR OCTOBER 2019
Dear Friends
October’s magazine continues to focus on monthly prayer time, with the St
Margaret’s Church family group for this month as shown below. There are three
family groups with each one appearing in the magazine every three months.
However, you remain in our thoughts and prayers always.
If you would like to be included in our family monthly prayers, or have any queries
please email stmargaretsleiston@gmail.com. If you feel you would prefer to be
remembered in a particular month then please let us know. Also, if you have a
specific need for additional prayer time then please let us know and we will add you
to our ‘special prayers’ section.

In our Church Family Prayers
Jim & Pauline Florance
Bernard & Patsy Smith
Joe Diegnan
Pat, Neil, Lucy, Craig & Ryan Carter
Daryl, Helen & Chloe Cartley
John and Joy Kemp
Mary Joel
Kate Kersey
Peter Downey
Donna Button
Billy & Margaret Clarke
Lesley Martin
Julie, Ellie & Charlie Howard
Kay, Trevor & Grace Nash
Anthony & Sue Hawkes
Hilary & Richard Slaughter
Toby, Sharon, Emma & Sophie Slaughter
Jill Staff
Glyn & June Clarke
Robin & Mary Cornish
Gladys Stannard
Trevor & Thelma Hawkins
Kirsty Stowe
Rodney Avis

Roy Hubbard
Shirley Newman
Matthew, Vanessa, Alex, Kierah & Sasha Newman
Kathryn, Mark, Ian & Stuart Langley
Adrian & Jackie Shotter
Stephanie, Craig, Isla & Edie Shotter
Kim, Dan & Indi Rose Keeble
Jan Snowden
Nicola, Jon, Toby, & Robert Kerridge
Josie, Steven, Olivia & Maisie Snowden
Derek & Barbara Cole
June Linsell
Magdalene Chandler
Hilda Woodhead
Pat & John Swatton
Debbie, Samantha & Matthew Vettesse
Kay Curtis
Colin, Lucy, Freya, Lola & Leeam Curtis
Nicola, Matthew, Callum & Jamie Smy
David, Lisa, Isle & Neave Curtis
Elaine & Jon Ellis
Norman Chapman
Eamonn, Cathy & Ursula Harvey
Helen Thackeray
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ST MARGARET’S CHURCH TOWER LIGHTS UP
During September the lighting of the Church Tower
was sponsored on:
Monday 2 September

In memory of my dear husband Ron
from Eileen Griffiths
Friday 6 September

To celebrate John’s 86th birthday with love from the
Bartholomew family
Sunday 8 September

For our late Mum Ena Bullock on her 93rd birthday.
Also remembering our dad, Alf
Wednesday 11 September

In memory of dear Betty who died a year ago today.
Love Brenda, Margaret & Bill
Thursday 11 September

In memory of my dad Ernest Roper
If you would like to mark a special occasion by sponsoring the lighting of the Church Tower
for a donation of £5 per day, please write the details in the diary provided in church, then
put the completed payment envelope in the wall safe. Many thanks.

SPONSORED BIKE RIDE
On the 14 September, I did the church Ride and Stride
with my family. We went to 18 churches in total and
cycled 33 miles; I was exhausted. We started in
Rendlesham and cycled to Leiston, visiting churches
along the way, and then back to Rendlesham via
Saxmundham, Sternfield, Snape and Blaxhall. My
favourite church that we went to was obviously St
Margaret’s, but apart from that my favourite church
was St Lawrence, Knodishall because it was simple and
modest but beautiful and peaceful and had some very
pretty stain glass windows. Overall, I raised £70 to be shared between St Margaret’s
and the Suffolk Historic Churches Trust. I really enjoyed it and I can’t wait until next
year. Grace Nash
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ST. CATHERINE
Saint Katherine (Catherine of Alexandria) is one
of the better known saints depicted. Her feast
day is 25 November and she is pictured carrying
a wheel. She is the patron of a great many
professions and causes. Her patronage includes
craftsmen who work with a wheel, nurses,
students, unmarried girls, apologists and many
more as well as many places around the world.
It is thought that Catherine born around 287 in
Alexandria, Egypt and was of noble birth,
possibly a princess. She was educated and was
an avid scholar. Around the age of fourteen,
she experienced a moving vision of Mary and
the infant Jesus, and she decided to become a
Christian.
She refused marriage to the Emperor because
she was a ‘bride of Christ’. Catherine protested
against the persecution of Christians and disputed successfully with fifty
philosophers who were called to convince her of the errors of Christianity, her words
were so moving that several of the pagans converted to Christianity and were
immediately executed.
Aged 18, Catherine was ordered to be executed on a breaking wheel. The breaking
wheel is an ancient form of torture where a person's limbs are threaded among the
spokes and their bones are shattered by an executioner with a heavy rod. The
machine broke down injuring bystanders; Catherine was beheaded and it is said that
milk rather than blood flowed from the wound.
One legend has it that her body was transported by angels to Mount Sinai and it is
there that St Catherine’s monastery was founded. The popular firework the
Catherine wheel is named in her honour.
Revd. Morag Finch
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Welcome to ‘your page’
Full of fun activities to enjoy
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JAM

Jesus and Me

Want to hear more about Jesus? Come along to
our ‘JAM’ sessions. Kids of all ages welcome!
Sunday 13 and 27 October at 10.00 am
10
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THE ROYAL BRITISH LEGION POPPY APPEAL 2019
The traditional Poppy Collectors Evening was held in the Community Centre on Friday
27 September. This is an opportunity for those who work hard for the Appeal by
collecting house-to-house, in the street and in the Leiston Co-operative store to be
acknowledged, to share a social time and to enjoy some refreshments. During the
evening seven Poppy Awards were due to be presented. The Suffolk Community
Fundraiser for the RBL Poppy Appeal, Mandi Cox-Osborne, had accepted my
invitation to attend and to present the Awards to those who were present. Three
people were unable to attend and their awards will be given separately – Ten Year
Awards for Anne Baskett and Gordon Cosgrove and a Fifteen Year Award for Janet
Threadkell.
Mandi presented four awards in all – a Ten Year
Award to Sue Hawkes, Fifteen Year Awards to Hilary
Durrant and John Hayward, and a Forty Year Award
to Sylvia Hawes – what an achievement!!
Congratulations, Sylvia!!
The House to House and Static Point collections will
take place from Saturday 26 October to Saturday 9
November and collectors will be in the Co-op on Thursday 31 October, Friday 1
November, Saturday 2 November, Friday 8 November and Saturday 9 November. If
no-one calls at your home please make a point of going to the Co-op and making a
donation. Pat Carter
ALDE VALLEY FAMILY HISTORY GROUP - Grandparents in the Great War.
The October meeting of the Alde Valley Suffolk Family History Group will be a talk by
local Medal Collector & Researcher, David Empson. David has collected medals and
related military items all his life. He will present some of his collection, and tell you
how you can research family members who served in WW1 or WW2. David's passion
has always been WW1, but with the 75th anniversary of the end of WW2, it is
important to remember what both our grandfathers' and fathers' generations did in
two World Wars: they fought to end tyranny and wars. It’s a shame politicians are
not medal collectors!
The talk will be at 7.30pm on Monday 21 October at Leiston Community Centre, IP16
4JX. Admission is £1 for members, £3 for non-members, including tea/coffee.Please
bring along any family medals or paperwork you may have.
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LEISTON CHRISTIANS TOGETHER CELEBRATE HARVEST
For a second year Christians in Leiston got together to celebrate harvest, to give
thanks for God’s gifts to us all. On a lovely Sunday afternoon, 1 st September, they
met in the Leiston United Church garden for an open air service. This year the service
had been planned by the United Church minister, Ernie Bosse, with hymns chosen by
all the churches.
After a welcome and call to worship by Richard Finch, we read Psalm 126 together.
This was followed by the singing of the hymn “Let us with a Gladsome Mind” and the
prayer, God of the Harvest. More singing “For the Beauty of the Earth” and “For the
Fruits of His Creation” followed, interspersed with prayers. Sue and Pat read two
passages from the Bible and Ernie gave a talk which he entitled “Jesus teaches about
worry”. Two further hymns and prayers followed and Richard gave the blessing to
conclude the service. Thank you to Ray for playing the keyboard and Rob for setting
up the PA system. After the service we went indoors to enjoy a Bring and Share tea
which was wonderful.

Please join us on Christmas Eve in the Library Square to celebrate the birth of Jesus,
God’s wonderful gift to us.
Pat Carter

13

OCTOBER
We look forward to the light evenings and
suddenly the darker nights are here – they seem
to come round quicker each year. We will soon
be putting the clocks back and for a while there
will be the dark afternoons. Never mind, we
must be grateful we are here to see them.
The leaves are fallng fast and we have a few more conkers – last year we had only
about twenty.
What a difference from years ago. Daneway was the meeting point for children
gathering conkers as far back as the 1940’s. Every September/October afternoon
after school we had loads of children up the Drive – mostly they asked for permission
and were no trouble. But there was always one bossing, shoving and throwing wood
and stones up at the trees and he whistled. I told him to wait till the conkers fell
down. He said ‘What’s the best time for that?” Bill said “6 o’clock in the morning”
(jokingly). Next morning we heard this whistle and there he was. It was hardly light.
He got some conkers and we were woken up early. I said to Bill ‘Be careful what you
say in the future.” We often laugh about it now.
Margaret Clarke

RECIPE FOR PRESERVING CHILDREN
1 grass-grown field
1 half dozen children (or more)
Several dogs (and puppies if available)
1 Brook
Pebbles
Method: Into field pour children and dogs, allowing to mix well. Pour Brook over
pebbles till slightly frothy. When children are nicely brown cool in warm bath. When
dry serve with milk and fresh baked gingerbread. (Anon)
Submitted by Jan Snowden
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In Our Special Prayers
Magda

Suzi

Pat

Recent Funerals
28th August 2019
4th September 2019
10th September 2019
30th September

Michael John Wilson
Brian Anthony Nunn
Cynthia Kay
Brenda Girling

THE NEXT TWELVE MONTHS WITH THE LADIES GROUP
The Group met for its AGM on Monday 9 September in church. There was a good
attendance and lively discussion took place while the programme for the future was
planned. It was agreed to support the Shoebox appeal again this year and with that
in mind at our next meeting on Monday 14 October we will be covering and filling
shoeboxes. Please come along with any shoeboxes you have and gifts with which to
fill them. We plan to have two craft afternoons, an exercise afternoon and some
quizzes. Also three outings are scheduled in the next twelve months.
On 11 December we will hold a Beetle Drive at the Leiston United Church from 2 pm
to 4 pm. We will also hold a Secret Santa present exchange with gifts costing no more
than one pound. Printed programmes will be issued when all the meeting details are
confirmed.
Pat Carter
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OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD – SHOEBOX APPEAL 2019
Last year, members and friends of our church took great delight in filling forty four
shoeboxes for the above appeal. If you would like to take part in this year’s appeal,
you can either: (a) fill your own shoebox, (b) donate items for joint shoeboxes, or
(c) make a cash donation towards shipping costs involved.
Items which can and cannot be included are:• TOYS: Include items that children will immediately embrace such as dolls or
stuffed toys (with CE label), toy trucks, harmonica, yo-yo, skipping rope, ball, small
puzzles etc.
• SCHOOL SUPPLIES: Pens, pencils & sharpeners, crayons or felt pens, stamps & ink
pad sets, writing pads or notebooks & paper, solar calculators, colouring & picture
books etc.
• HYGIENE ITEMS: Toothbrushes, bars of wrapped soap, comb or hairbrush, flannel.
• OTHER ITEMS: Hat, cap, gloves or scarf, sunglasses, hair accessories, jewellery set,
wind up torch, etc.
DO NOT INCLUDE: used or damaged items, clothing other than hat, gloves or
scarves, war-related items such as toy guns, knives or military figures, seeds,
chocolate or food items, lotions or liquids including bubbles, medicines, hand-made
stuffed toys, playing cards of the 4-suit variety, religious or political literature,
sharp or fragile items, books with mainly words. Please note that, due to more
stringent import regulations, toothpaste and sweets can no longer be included in
the boxes.
Our boxes will need to be ready for collection by mid-November. Leaflets giving
full details can be obtained from Sandra Harle. Finally, to raise some funds to help
with the shipping costs of the shoeboxes we fill, we will be holding a BRING & BUY
STALL after the 10am service on Sunday 13 October.
The following day, Monday 14 October, the Church Ladies’ Group will meet to start
filling the shoeboxes so any donations received by then will be much appreciated.
Sandra Harle
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LEISTON OLD FOLKS’ OUTING
The 82nd Leiston Old Folks’ Outing took place on the breezy but sunny afternoon of
Saturday 28 September. Sixty four guests were collected from their homes by twenty
seven volunteer car drivers and taken to the assembly point at the Sizewell Club car
park.
From there, they travelled on a mystery tour through the villages of Theberton,
Middleton, Westleton, Dunwich, Darsham, Yoxford, Sibton, Peasenhall and
Badingham. The final destination was Dennington Village Hall, which has recently
been refurbished to a very high standard. Many thanks to Ron Geater, for not only
planning such an enjoyable route for our passengers, but also for being a lead driver
together with Roger French and Michael Hill.
At the hall, afternoon tea had been prepared by Coastal Catering. Many thanks to
Sharon and her team for providing a delicious spread on such beautiful crockery.
Fantastic musical entertainment was then provided by sixteen members of Leiston’s
very own ‘Bright Sparks’ group. Their wide ranging repertoire was much enjoyed by
all. To conclude the afternoon, there were two free raffles – the first in which
everyone won a small prize – and the second for the beautiful cyclamen plants which
had decorated the tables.
Chairman Phil Harle thanked the small committee which organises this annual event
- Peter and Theresa Reader, Josephine Smith, Ron Geater and Sandra Harle.
As always, many thanks to our loyal car drivers without whom this event could not
take place. Financial support for this year’s outing has, once again, been received
from Sizewell ‘B’ and the Hamper Raffle held in the Co-op Supermarket at the end of
August raised £145 to help with costs. Thanks to everyone who bought tickets.
Finally, ‘Bright Sparks’ are busy rehearsing for future productions. Further details to
be revealed in due course!
Sandra Harle
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DATE FOR YOUR DIARY

ST. MARGARET’S CHRISTMAS FAYRE
ON SATURDAY 23 NOVEMBER at 11-2
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St. Margaret of Antioch
Parish Church of Leiston-cum-Sizewell
Church Road, Leiston, Suffolk IP16 4HG
NOTICE: Items for Novemberr’s magazine
Please note that all articles, adverts etc. will need to be submitted to Marian
Peskett by 18 October for inclusion in the November Magazine. Thank you.
Email: t.peskett@sky.com
The Parish Magazine is available from St Margaret’s Church or Leiston Library. Delivery can be arranged.

Keep up to date with all Church Events
By visiting our own website
www.stmargaretschurchleiston.onesuffolk.net
How to Find Us
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