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CHURCH SERVICES 

SUNDAY 2 SEPTEMBER 
9.00 HOLY COMMUNION SERVICE 

10.30 FAMILY PRAISE & WORSHIP SERVICE 

 

SUNDAY 9 SEPTEMBER 
10.00 PARISH EUCHARIST SERVICE & J.A.M. SUNDAY SCHOOL 

 

SUNDAY 16 SEPTEMBER 
10.00 ‘WELCOME TO THE TABLE’ FAMILY HOLY COMMUNION SERVICE 

 

SUNDAY 23 SEPTEMBER  
10.00 PARISH EUCHARIST SERVICE & J.A.M. SUNDAY SCHOOL 

 

SUNDAY 30 SEPTEMBER  
10.00 PARISH EUCHARIST SERVICE & J.A.M. SUNDAY SCHOOL 

 

CONTACT US 
Priest in Charge: Reverend Richard Finch: T.830421 

The Vicarage, Church Road, Leiston  E.vicarleiston@gmail.com 

Reader: Mr Bernard Smith: 3 Daneway Gardens, Leiston   T.830105 

Lay Elders:  

Mrs Pat Carter, 42 Haylings Road, Leiston   T.831852 

Mrs Sandra Harle: 4 Lime Tree Avenue, Leiston T. 833578 

Church Wardens: 

Mrs Pat Carter: 42 Haylings Road, Leiston   T.831852  

  Mr Peter Roberts, Meadowcroft, East Green, Kelsale   T.603772 

PCC Treasurer: Mrs Sandra Harle: 4 Lime Tree Avenue, Leiston T. 833578 

PCC Secretary: Mrs Pat Carter, 42 Haylings Road, Leiston   T.831852 

‘JAM’ (Jesus & Me) Sunday School Leader: Mrs Sandra Ellis  T.832168 

Director of Music: Mr Jonathan Williams T.604733 

Deanery Synod Representatives:  

Miss Rosemary Gale T.832105 

Mr Simon Merrett T.832259 

Resident Retired Priests:  

Reverend Richard Ellis: 9 Kings Road, Leiston T.832168 

Reverend Pauline Florance: 1 Woodlands, Leiston T.768124 

Reverend Jim Florance: 1 Woodlands, Leiston T.768124 

Website Editor: Mrs Kathryn Williams T.604733 

Magazine Editor: Mrs Marian Peskett: T.833537   Email: t.peskett@sky.com 

 

 

 

mailto:Email:%20t.peskett@sky.com
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UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT 
 

The long interregnum is over at last!  After nearly a year and a half we have a new 

vicar of our own, and already the calm and authoritative style of Revd Richard Finch 

is exerting a new and benign influence on our services and social events. 

 

But we must not let the occasion pass without reflecting on the miracle of St 

Margaret's over the past eighteen months. A lengthy interregnum could easily have 

led to our congregation fragmenting at the edges as people quietly slipped away to 

seek other places of worship, leaving just a central core of the faithful to soldier on 

and hope to start the lengthy task of rebuilding the congregation once a new leader 

had joined us. 

 

What happened, of course, was quite the reverse. The congregation joined hands, 

circled the wagons, and determined to hold the family of St Margaret's together 

until it was complete again. There are many people to thank for this - the 

headliners are Jim and Pauline, Richard and Sandra E, Bernard, Joe and Simon, Pat, 

and Sandra H.  Stars every one, as are the visiting clergy who contributed variety to 

our services.  Jonathan kept the music flowing, the choir charmed us with their 

harmonies, and Kathryn ensured that the website was always up to date and 

interesting. 

 

Are you getting the picture? The key is that EVERYONE played a part in keeping St 

Margaret's alive and vibrant, and that includes YOU. There is hardly a member of 

our lovely congregation who did not contribute something to the happiness and 

good fellowship of our Church over those tricky times.  Whether making the tea, 

compiling sumptuous buffets, cleaning and polishing, exchanging news and jokes, 

singing birthday greetings, ringing the beautiful bells, reading the lessons and 

psalms, greeting visitors, handing out the hymn books, chatting with fellow 

worshippers - you all did something to ensure that St Margaret's remained a warm 

centre of worshipful community which made it a joy and a privilege to walk through 

the doors on a Sunday morning.  Yes, it was noticed, and it was (and continues to 

be) appreciated. 

 

So on we go, from this position of strength. Our task now, with Richard and Morag, 

is to spread the good news of St Margaret's to the people of Leiston and encourage 

more of them to join our services and activities. We have already welcomed several 
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recent newcomers on Sunday mornings and you have probably noticed that once 

they visit us they tend to come again.  So we, you and St Margaret's must be doing 

something right! 
 

Peter Roberts 

 
LADIES GROUP BIRTHDAY AFTERNOON TEA 

 
When members realised some time ago that two of our longstanding members were 
celebrating very special birthdays this summer plans began to be made for a birthday 
afternoon tea in church.  Unfortunately, the illnesses of both ladies cast a cloud over 
the arrangements and then it seemed as if Betty and Margaret would both be able 
to join us at their birthday tea.  We were pleased that Barbara Lowe, one of our 
former longstanding members, was able to be with us, accompanied by her husband 
David.  
 

The church was ready, the food 
arranged, pretty flowers and 
napkins on the tables and the 
kettles boiled.  The first birthday 
lady arrived accompanied by 
her husband and we waited for 
the second birthday girl.  The 
next arrival was Sandra who 
came to tell us that 
unfortunately Betty was very ill, 
waiting at home for the doctor 
to call.  So the birthday tea 

continues with Margaret and Bill.  All of us enjoyed the excellent food with lots of 
conversation but were sad about our missing birthday girl.  Margaret has sent her 
thanks to everyone involved in a lovely party. 
 
We heard later that Betty had a chest infection and was admitted to hospital.  
Thankfully she has overcome that crisis and there is talk of her return to Leiston when 
arrangements can be made. 
 
The Ladies Group meets again on Monday 17 September at 2 15 pm in church when 
hopefully everyone will come with ideas of what they would like the Group to do in 
the next 12 months. 
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ST. MARGARET’S CHURCH TOWER LIGHTS UP 

 

 

. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2 August 
Dear friend Betty, Happy 80th birthday 

With love from Margaret & Bill xx 
 

30 August 
For our lovely friend Margaret on her 80th birthday 

Love from the Ladies Group 
 

30, 31 August, 1 September 
To celebrate John & Doris Bartholomew's Diamond Wedding Anniversary 

 

 

If you would like to mark a special occasion by sponsoring the lighting of the 

Church Tower for a donation of £5 per day, please write the details in the diary 

provided in church, then put the completed payment envelope in the wall safe. 

Many thanks 
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In Our Special Prayers 

Betty     Hilda 

Stella Watson    Sperry Free 

    
 

 

 

Wedding 
 
Saturday 11 August   Daniel Southey and Sophie Iwasiak 
      
    

 

 
 
 

Funerals 
 
Wednesday 1 August    Sidney Potter 
 
Friday 10 August    Alan Fox 
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A SINCERE THANK YOU  

Wayne, Jason and I would like to thank everyone for making Alan’s funeral service a celebration 

of his life.  I have said on a few occasions how we have been overwhelmed by the warmth and 

support of those around us.  Special thanks to our church family for their contribution to the 

service, food, flowers, choir, Jonathan for the organ and to the Bowls Club for their support. 

Last but not least, our heartfelt thanks to Chris and Elspeth Gonin for meeting Alan’s coffin at 

the crematorium 

As the poem said ‘remember how he was the fun and laughter; don't be afraid to talk of him.’ 

Maureen, Wayne, Jason and family 

 

ALAN FOX - AN AFFECTIONATE MEMORY 

The doorbell rang at the vicarage. It was Alan.  With his lovely Geordie accent he 
asked, “I wonder if someone could come to help me?”  The organ electrics had gone 
wrong.  Alan was sorting the problem out.  “I need you to switch the organ on and 
off.” 

“But Alan, I don’t know how.” 

“Come with me and I’ll show you.” 

So Alan and I entered the church north door. He was carrying a spanner. “When I go 
down into the boiler room I will knock on the pipe with the spanner.  Once means 
switch on. Twice means switch off.” 

I sat on the organ stool and waited. And waited. And waited. No knock. So I went 
back outside and looked down the hole in the ground. “Alan.  Alan. Alan,” I shouted.  
Up popped Alan, in his white boiler suit. 

While this was happening a man was sat on a gravestone sketching the church tower. 
He heard me call down into the earth and saw the white apparition of Alan rising as 
if from a grave. 

He fled the churchyard and was never seen again. By the way, Alan did successfully 
fix the electrics. 

Barbara Lowe 
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Pondering Prayer 
 

“Remember those in prison as if you were 
 in prison with them. Hebrews 13:3 “ 

 
Reading Psalm 13 moves me deeply. King David is obviously going 
through a desperately difficult time. 
 
He begins with a heart-rending plea, “How long, O Lord? 
Will you forget me forever? How long will you hide your face from me?” 
David feels abandoned by God, whilst his enemies are getting the better 
of him. 
 
A report on Radio 4 about Andrew Brunson, a Baptist Pastor who has 
spent twenty-five years of his life ministering to Christians in Turkey 
reminds me of the anguish with which David cries out to the Lord.  
Arrested by the authorities in Turkey he has become a pawn in a battle 
between Turkey and the United States. Imagine the distress of having 
developed a love for the people of Turkey and then merely for political 
gain, being kept in prison for over a year now. His daughter has been 
allowed a visit recently and reports that he is at a low ebb, which is 
having a deep affect upon his health. 
 
I believe the verse at the top reminds us that we are called to pray 
earnestly for those who are imprisoned for their faith, as though we are 
bound with them. King David pours out his heart to God. “How long 
must I make decisions alone with sorrow in my heart day after day? 
How long will my enemy triumph over me? Look at me! Answer me O 
Lord my God.” 
 
Then suddenly there is a shift in David’s prayer. “Light up my eyes, or 
else I will die” he says.  It’s as though he recognizes that how we view 
things varies, even though the situation may remain the same. He wants 
God to give him the ability to see things through his eyes, otherwise he 
will continue to go downhill emotionally and his enemy will gloat saying, 
“I have overpowered him.” 
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Crying out to the Lord creates a shift within him and he ends his psalm 
(prayer) with the words, “but I trust your mercy. My heart finds joy in 
your salvation. I will sing to the Lord because he has been good to me.”   
What a contrast!  The circumstances haven’t altered, but his outlook 
has. 
 
That’s so important for you and me and for those who are in desperate 
circumstances. Telling it the way it is; pouring out our heart before the 
Lord and then asking him to create the shift within us that enables us 
to take heart and hold on to him as we wait for his answer to our prayer, 
makes all the difference. 
 
Will you pray with me for Pastor Andrew Brunson and for the suffering 
church?  If you want to be reminded of God’s power to help the prisoner, 
read Acts 12 and Genesis 41. 
 
Revd. Pauline Florance 

 

 

LEISTON OLD FOLKS’ OUTING 
 

The Leiston Old Folks’ Outing will this year take place on Saturday 29 September.  All 

senior citizens (aged 70 years and over) who live in the town and who would like to 

come on this free outing are asked to put their names on a list which will be available 

in Carolyn’s Shop until Wednesday 12 September.  We will then write to you with 

pick-up details, etc. 

This year is our 81st Anniversary and we would love as many of you as possible to 

join us.  The time-span is from approx. 1.30pm to 6.00pm., and involves our guests 

being taken in cars on an interesting tour around local villages to arrive at a mystery 

destination for free afternoon tea, entertainment and a raffle.  For further details, 

please contact Sandra Harle (secretary) on 01728 833578 or by email at 

philipharle@btinternet.com. 

 

 

mailto:philipharle@btinternet.com
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ALDE VALLEY FAMILY HISTORY GROUP 

After a pause for the peak summer holiday period in August, the next meeting of the 
Alde Valley Suffolk Family History Group will be on Monday, 17 September, when Pip 
Wright will give a talk entitled ‘Witches in and around Suffolk’.  

For as long as history itself, we’ve been a superstitious lot in East Anglia. It is nearly 
300 years since our elected representatives told us to stop persecuting witches, but 
old habits die hard. After all, if the Bible and Shakespeare recognised witches, who 
are we to disagree? The trouble is, in a confusing world, it is comforting in a way to 
have an explanation for the inexplicable. Be it sickness or infestation, storm, blight 
or sudden death, then sorcery could just be the answer.  A whole folk-lore has grown 
up around the ‘wise ones’ of Suffolk, so that in most of our towns and villages, you 
can still find someone who will tell you tales of their local ‘witch’. But truth to tell, 
the history of witchcraft in and around Suffolk is an altogether darker story, about 
suffering, persecution and death. It reached into the hearts of families and 
communities and created a fear and a hysteria that lasted until recent times. 

Pip is a retired primary school teacher, living in Stowmarket, who writes local history 
books and gives talks to groups of all kinds and all ages across East Anglia.  

The talk will be held at the United Church, High Street, Leiston, IP16 4EL, and will 
start at 7.30 p.m. Everyone is welcome; admission costs £1 for members and £3 for 
non-members, including coffee/tea and biscuits. Parking is available in the adjacent 
Co-op car park, but you will need to register your car number in-store or face the risk 
of a £100 fine. 

We look forward to welcoming you to what promises to be a most interesting 
evening in the hands of another entertaining speaker.  Maggie Strutt 

RBL BAND CONCERT 

 
On 5 August we were all entertained by the magnificent Leiston Royal British Legion 
Band in church.  it was a superb performance with cream teas and an excellent 
raffle.  Total proceeds of the afternoon were £371.70 which was split equally 
between the Band and the church.  Pat Carter 
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Welcome to ‘your page’ 

Full of fun activities to enjoy! 
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JAMJesus and Me 

Want to hear more about Jesus? Come along to  

our ‘JAM’ sessions.  Kids of all ages welcome! 

Sunday 9, 23 and 30 September – At 10.00 am 
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ST. MARGARET’S CHURCH FAMILY 

 
INTERCESSION PRAYERS FOR SEPTEMBER 2018 

Dear Friends 

 

September’s magazine continues to focus on monthly prayer time, with the St Margaret’s 

Church family group for this month as shown below. There are three family groups with each 

one appearing in the magazine every three months. However, you remain in our thoughts 

and prayers always. 

 

If you would like to be included in our family monthly prayers, or have any queries please 

email stmargaretsleiston@gmail.com.  If you feel you would prefer to be remembered in a 

particular month then please let us know.  Also, if you have a specific need for additional 

prayer time then please let us know and we will add you to our ‘special prayers’ section. 

 

In our Church Family Prayers 

 

 
Richard & Sandra Ellis 
Kevin, Jess & Oliver Ellis 
Christopher, Anna and Ada Ellis 
Michael, Anika, Darcey & Jack Ellis 
James & Kristi Ellis 
Chris & Elspeth Gonin 
Basil & Jean Jenkyns 
Jill Mower 
Sue Watt 
John & June Geater  
Sue Geater 
Ron & Diana Geater 
Doreen Bardwell 
Sandra, Philip, Ellie & Laura Harle 
Daphne & Terri Roper 
Pam Bloomfield 
Graham, Sylvia, Linda & Susan Hawes  
Ann Woods  

Mary, Simon, Archie & Edward Reading 
Valerie and Maurice Allchin 
Betty Harland 
Charlmaine, Lee, Luke & Liam Wright 
Olive Wilson 
Vaughan & Jenny Windle 
Liz Mills 
Jean Crowter 
Colin & Penny Tipple 
Barbara Moss 
Tom & Nona Wadsell-Campbell 
Stephen & Claire Miles 
Emily & Rob Oxborrow 
Eileen Griffiths 
David & Lynn Bailey 
Kirsty, Shane, Ceylon, AJ & Logan Stone 
Kathryn, Grace & Eve Phillips-Last 

 

 

 

mailto:stmargaretsleiston@gmail.com
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Leiston Works Railway & Leiston St Margaret's 

Church joint fundraising concert 
 

 
 

The Leiston Works Railway (LWR) and Leiston St Margaret's Church are pleased to 
announce that they will be presenting a concert of music for flute and harp featuring 
two local musicians at St Margaret’s Church, Leiston in October. 
 
Lowestoft flautist Carol Skinner studied at the Royal College of Music, and has 
enjoyed a very musical career teaching flute and piano, and playing in various local 
ensembles and orchestras. Former Senior Woodwind Tutor for Suffolk County Music 
Service, Stewart Green began playing the harp while at University College of North 
Wales, Bangor.  Many of his compositions appear on examination syllabi, and he has 
been performed on radio and TV. In 1985 Carol joined forces to perform Mozart’s 
Concerto for Flute & Harp with Waveney Sinfonia. 

 
As part of the celebrations for Stewart’s 70th birthday in September, they will be 
presenting an appealing programme of popular classics and light music on Saturday 
13 October, starting at 7:30pm.  Tea, coffee and biscuits will be available and there 
will also be a draw. 
 
Everyone is warmly invited to join in the fun, and admission to the concert is FREE - 
with a retiring collection in aid of the church and the LWR. 
 
Please contact Stephen Ginger on 01728 831902 or Sandra Harle on 01728 833578 
for further details. 
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SEPTEMBER 

This is the month of mellow sunshine when everything starts to quieten down. 

It has been a very busy summer but with the very hot sun in July and August, visitors 

have seen Suffolk at its best. It has been too hot for a lot of people and in the towns 

and cities most unbearable.   

We didn’t do much, luckily our room is cool so with doors and windows open, we 

were comfortable; but when you went outside – phew it was like walking into an 

oven.  I had to put the washing out in two goes, but it was warm and aired when I 

gradually got it in.  Everyone was able to organise BBQs and get-togethers as you 

knew the weather would be fine. 

I felt sorry for people who are ill and have to rely on helpers and carers to see to 

them – that’s why I say to people be grateful you could do things when so many 

people are not able. 

Now September is here the nights are pulling in and that’s hard after those lovely 

long sunny evenings, still light at ten o’clock.  We often get an Indian Summer in late 

September which helps. 

My cousins have a week at Sizewell in the lovely thatch cottage near the Caravan 

Park.  Its cosy and warm if wet and if its sunny you can sit outside under the thatched 

eaves and enjoy.  My cousin was very ill a few years ago and we thank God he is with 

us still today. 

Although it’s easier said than done, we must make the most of each day. Life is so 

precious. 

Margaret Clarke 

ANNOUNCEMENT 
 
As of 1 September, the Revd Richard Ellis will be taking a three-month sabbatical from 
church duties. This should have taken place last year on his 70th birthday, but was 
delayed until a new priest had been appointed to St Margaret’s.  
 
Richard will resume duties as of December. He would like to thank townsfolk and 
church folk alike for all their support, and sends you all many blessings.  
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CANCER RESEARCH UK 

A street collection was held outside the Co-operative store during the morning of 

Saturday 28 July to raise funds for Cancer research UK.  This was the seventh year of 

the collection in Leiston.  There were also street collections in Aldeburgh and 

Saxmundham and the total raised for all the locations was £1,090 06 – a wonderful 

result.  My thanks to the Leiston collectors, Trevor, Stephanie, Cindy, Gladys and Pat 

West, less collectors than usual because of the Summer Fair that afternoon.  I also 

pass on to the collectors and the generous donors the grateful thanks of the area 

organiser, Jo Mayhew of Knodishall, on whose behalf I arrange the Leiston collectors. 

Pat Carter 

 

THE ROYAL BRITISH LEGION POPPY APPEAL 2018 
 

The Remembrance Sunday Parade and Service will take place on the centenary of the 
end of the World War One, Sunday 11 November.  The parade will depart from the 
Cadet Centre in Victory Road and return there following the service, led by the 
Leiston RBL Band. 
 
The House to House and Static Point collections will take place from Saturday 27 
October to Saturday 10 November and collectors will be in the Co-op on Thursday 1 
November, Monday 5 November, Tuesday 6 November and Wednesday 7 
November.  If no-one calls at your home please make a point of going to the Co-op 

and make a donation. 

 
I would be interested in hearing from anyone who would like to collect on behalf of 
the Appeal this year, either House to House or in the Co-op.  If any business would 
like a collection box and supply of poppies to sell please contact me.  People who 
normally collect will be contacted nearer the time. 
 
Please support all the events this Remembrancetide. Thank you. 
 
The total amount raised by Leiston for this year’s Poppy Appeal is £6.297 62.  The 
appeal year ends on 30 September 2018, 
 
Pat Carter, Poppy Appeal Organiser (01718 831852) 
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Farewell to Margaret’s 

The Leiston St Margaret’s Church charity 

shop has been trading in Leiston since the 

mid-1990s.  It was a time many will 

remember the church had only just raised 

the money and paid for the church roof to 

be replaced at a cost of around £100,000. 

That now left the organ needing a 

complete overhaul, having suffered from the previously leaking roof, among other 

problems. The cost was to be around £7,000. How could the church raise more 

money?  

Patsy was standing near the entrance to Solar when she had her vision. Opposite was 

a rather rundown shop that had been empty for some time. It belonged to the now 

late Mr Peter Westbrook so she plucked up the courage to ask if he would allow her 

to borrow it for a few weeks in an attempt to raise the money the church needed. He 

agreed and charged no rent. With the blessing of our then vicar, the Revd. David 

Lowe, Patsy accumulated friends from the congregation and the local community 

who cleaned the shop out and volunteered to take turns to serve in the shop. 

Donations of goods were soon forthcoming and £7,000 was raised within 3 months.   

With the generosity of Mr Westbrook and later his son and daughter, the shop has 

remained open ever since.  Since it first opened £250,000 has been raised. This has 

been used toward the outreach of the church within the Parish, the maintenance of 

the church building and assisting us to pay our annual quota to the diocese. 

20 years on it is a different world. The high street has changed and the shop has 

become unviable. In recent months sales have barely covered the cost of electricity 

and general maintenance. This is partly due to the rising numbers of charity shops in 

town but also the inability to be able to man the shop 5 days a week.  Sadly, the 

church has had no alternative but to close Margaret’s from 31 August.  

Without the generous help of those who volunteered to work in the shop, and those 

who so generously donated clothes,bric-a-brac, jewellery and books, the benefits this 

little shop has been able to provide over the past 20 or so years would not have been 

possible. May God bless you all.  To customers and helpers please keep in touch.  God 

and the congregation invite you to join us at a church service on any Sunday morning 

and to keep supporting us at the summer and autumn fairs and other events.    Patsy 

and Bernard Smith 
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ALAN FOX 1 September 1942-17 July 2018  
 

Alan was born in South Shields into a sea faring 
family. As his father was at sea, in the Merchant 
Navy, travelling the world he was brought up mainly 
by his mother, with help from older brother Les.  Not 
many years after the war Alan’s oldest brother 
Norman died when he fell from his ship whilst it was 
in dry dock in Philadelphia. 
 
Alan attended the local schools and passed the 
Eleven Plus, a fact of which his mother was very 
proud as he was the youngest in the year.  The 
church the family attended had a concert party and 
Alan took part in many pantos and shows.  He also 
learnt to play badminton there.  He had fond 
memories of pumping the Church organ on Sunday 

mornings so it was not new to him to find our beautiful organ had problems and 
some of the men pumped the bellows. 
 
In 1962 he met Maureen who with two friends joined the badminton club.  On first 
acquaintance Maureen admits she didn’t think much of him but he sort of grew on 
her, and so she agreed to go out with him, but she did lead him a merry dance.  They 
became engaged in 1963 but following a bad motor cycle accident Alan was in 
hospital for four months.  They married in September 1964 and spent their spare 
time travelling around the North East taking part in pantomimes and reviews.  Wayne 
was born in 1966.  The following year Alan attended a dinner and heard Lord Robbins 
talking about pit closures and heard that Whitburn was to close.  However the CEGB 
were advertising positions at Sizewell A, Alan applied and so the family arrived in 
Leiston.  Having come from a fairly busy town and port Leiston took a little getting 
used to. 
During a stressful first year, Jason was born and Maureen was ill but they eventually 
settled down in their new surroundings.  At the time the specialist predicted that 
Jason would never be able to achieve things like reading and writing.  Maureen 
remembers sitting in the hospital car park with Alan, and he swore that Jason would 
be able to read and do lots of other things, and with help this proved to be true. 
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Alan hated the water and couldn’t swim, but he went regularly to Thorpeness and 
other places and he forced himself to enter the water to help the children to learn to 
swim.  Alan spent many years driving Wayne and his team mates to badminton and 
football matches and was proud of their achievements. 
 
During Alan’s employment at Sizewell he decided on a career change and moved 
from the electrical department to become what some called a “flour grader” in work 
study.  He stayed in that department until he took early retirement.  He decided to 
drive for the voluntary car scheme and did so for about fifteen years, finishing last 
year.  He loved to sing and joined the choir and the Accord singing group.  
  
Jonathan, our Choirmaster, says “One of Alan’s many interests in life was a love of 
music.  At St Margaret’s he was involved in a number of different activities and 
groups which included his long-term devoted service to our choir.  He was 
encouraged to join the choir back in 1999, and for the next nineteen years he showed 
total dedication and commitment to the choral tradition at St Margaret’s.  Always a 
very modest man, he was quite self-deprecating about his vocal ability.  However, we 
will sincerely miss the resonance and depth of his rich bass voice in services, and of 
course his enthusiasm and sense of fun as part of the team at weekly choir 
rehearsals.” 
 
At Hilda’s instigation Maureen and Alan joined the LTAA bowls club a few years ago 
and spent many happy hours playing and meeting people from all over Suffolk.  Alan 
was very proud of his club and their achievements.  He was a selfless supporter of 
Maureen in all her projects particularly the annual Flower Festival held in St 
Margaret’s which gave so much pleasure to so many people.  He loved nature and 
wildlife.  He was a strong man but would be moved to tears by an animal’s plight 
especially if it was being badly treated.  He loved dearly the family’s dogs.  Although 
a private man he liked to socialise and loved holidays abroad.  He was never a “pub” 
man although he did like a wee dram.  The Fox family motto is “Always Faithful” and 
Alan certainly upheld this to his family and friends. 
 
Alan had a strong faith and has been a member of St Margaret’s church family for 
many, many years.  He was a PCC member and lovingly cared for its fabric for a long 
time as scrutiny of church papers shows.  He, along with Maureen, worked tirelessly 
to help in the smooth running of Margaret’s Shop, sorting through donations. Alan 
will be greatly missed by everyone who knew him and we offer to Maureen and the 
family our sincere condolences. 

 

Pat Carter 
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JAM SUNDAY SCHOOL 

 

The children have been learning about David defeating 
Goliath.  
 
They spent several Sundays creating 'life-size' pictures of 
David and Goliath.  David is the height of one of the 
smallest Sunday School pupils and Goliath is the height of 
one of the tallest members of the church.  

 

Linda Hawes 

 

 

 

LOVE TO SING COMMUNITY CHOIR   

 

Please come and support our tribute to 

Leiston throughout WW1 and WW2, 

tickets are now on sale for "WARTIME 

Melodies". We have a wonderful line 

up of popular music, song and dance 

from both War times all set to lovely 

scenery and performed by the Love to 

Sing Community Choir.   

We have been raising lots of money for 

local charities (including St Margaret's 

Shop) throughout the production of 

the show in sourcing costumes and 

scenery and we hope you would be 

able to come along and support this 

wonderful Community Venture!  

Please pop into Leiston Film Theatre or 

visit them on line to book your tickets! 

www.leistonfilmtheatre.co.uk 

Rachael Tecklenberg, Musical Director 
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House Clearance 

Service 

Buying of individual items or full 

house clearance on request 

Please call Molly 

07854920332 
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MRS MOP CLEANING 

SERVICES OF LEISTON 

Domestic, Commercial & End of 

Tenancy Offering both one off and 

regular services 

Please call Verity on 07837703955          

We are fully insured and happy to help 
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St. Margaret of Antioch  

Parish Church of Leiston-cum-Sizewell  

Church Road, Leiston, Suffolk IP16 4HG  

_________________________________________________________ 

NOTICE: Items for October’s magazine 

Please note that all articles, adverts etc. will need to be submitted to Marian 

Peskett by 18 September for inclusion in the October Magazine.  Thank you. 

Email: t.peskett@sky.com 

The Parish Magazine is available from St Margaret’s Church or Leiston Library.  Delivery can be arranged. 

 

Keep up to date with all Church Events  

By visiting our own website 

www.stmargaretschurchleiston.onesuffolk.net 

 

How to Find Us 

    

mailto:t.peskett@sky.com
http://www.stmargaretschurchleiston.onesuffolk.net/
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi90rmTub_QAhUC8RQKHR_0CBcQjRwIBw&url=http://patronstedmund.blogspot.com/&psig=AFQjCNGhQVkcNZKsOWTLo5zfDfUPevhqWw&ust=1480009847135927
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